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Competition  Purpose:  

The Tangaroa  Challenge  provides  a meaningful  representative  pathway  that bridges  the gap  between  

club  and  national -level  competition.  The  event  creates  aspirational  opportunities  for athletes  while  also  

supporting  the development  of coaches,  team managers  and  officials  through  exposure  to an elevated  

team environment.  In doing  so, it aims  strengthens  regional  capability  and  depth,  increases  engagement  

across  the sport,  and  provides  clear  progression  opportunities  that support  long -term participation  and  

retention . 
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Entry  Information : 
This  is  a selection -based  event, with teams  formed  with  respect  to their Local  Sport  Committee  (LSC)  

boundaries.  This  event  will  be open  to teams  from the following  areas  for both an Open  and  U17 Team  

Division : 

• Auckland/Northern  Region  

• BOP/Coromandel  

• Gisborne  

• Taran aki  

• Hawkes  Bay  

• Capital  Coast/Wellington  

• Canterbury  

• Otago  

 

Team  Composition:  

Open  and  U17 Teams  will  be comprised  of eight  members  each : Athlete  Expressions  of Interest  Open:  

• Four  Male  

• Four  Female  

 

Entry  Fee:   $0 

Uniform:  Team  members  will  be provided  with an  event  vest,  event  racing  cap  and  an  

event  T-Shirt.  

Eligibility of  

Competitors:  

Please see Section 2.2 of the SLSNZ Competition Manual  for a comprehensive 

breakdown of eligibility criteria.  

Contact  Details:  Please  ensure  Team  Managers  & Coaches  contact  details  are sent  through  to 

the Event  Manager  once  selected.   Coaches  and  Managers  will  then be given  

access  to their team ’s entry portal. 

Entry  Checks:   Team  Managers  are required  to review  their team entries  and  notify the event  

manager  of any  scratchings  or team changes.  

 

 
 

Rules & Regulations : 
This  event  will  be conducted  under  the rules  contained  in the following  documents : 

• SLSNZ  Competition  Manual  – Beach,  Swim,  Craft  

• SLSNZ  Constitution  

• SLSNZ  Regulations  

• Sport  Integrity  New  Zealand  

  

https://slsnz.surveymonkey.com/r/TZCMBD6
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/media/455j3ika/competition-manual_beach-swim-craft-final.pdf
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/media/455j3ika/competition-manual_beach-swim-craft-final.pdf
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/about-us/governance/constitution
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/about-us/key-documents/regulations
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/about-us/key-documents/regulations
https://sportintegrity.nz/
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Age Criteria : 
Age  groups  are determined  by the competitor ’s age  at midnight  on 30  September  2026.  Please  see  the 

below  age  group  categories  eligible  for selection  of respective  teams:  

U17 Teams:  

- U15 members  

- U17 Members  

Open  Teams  

- U17 Members  

- U19 Members  

- Open  Members  

 
 

U15’s & Eligibility:  
The  U15 age  group  will  be eligible  for selection  to U17 Teams  only.  The  National  Sport  Committee  

endorsed  that U15 members  are able  to participate  in any  event  on the program,  including  the Iron Teams  

event , if a region  selects  a member  for that event .  

 

Thi s decision  is  limited  to the Tangaroa  Challenge  only  and  not applicable  to other SLSNZ  events  on the 

2026/27  calendar  (unless  otherwise  advised  and  endorsed  by the NSC).  

 

 
 

Athlete Drafting Process: 
Should  an LSC  find themselves  unable  to field a team  within  their area,  they will  have  the provision  of 

engaging  SLSNZ  to investigate  drafting  an out-of-region  athlete  who  has  completed  an EOI . 

 

Requests  will  be assessed  on a case -by-case  basis  and  approved  by the Event  Manager,  with discretion  

to decline  requests.  

 

 
 

Key Times: 
• Monday  24  August  - Athlete  Expressions  of Interest  Open  

• Monday  5 October  - LSC’s  to Confirm  Intention  to enter U17 and/or  Open  Team(s)  

• Monday  30  November  - Final  team entries  made  via Waves  by the Team  Manager/Coach  

• Thursday  10 December  - Team  Managers  Online  Briefing : 7:30p m  

• Sunday  13 December  

Surf  Officials  Meeting:   7:00am  

Team  Managers  Meeting:  7:15am 

Warm  Up:     7:00am  – 7:45am  

Event  Opening:    7.50am  

Events  Start:    8:00am   

  

https://slsnz.surveymonkey.com/r/TZCMBD6
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Events: 
The  below  is  the event  program  with order  subject  to change  pending  conditions  on the day. 

 

Event  Com position  Points  

Male  Surf  Teams  Race   
Teams  to enter 2x Male 

competitors.  

Team  with lowest  combined  placings  secures  

1st place  and  awarded  (9 points)  to 9th place  

(1 point)  

Female  Surf  Teams  Race   
Teams  to enter 2x Female  

competitors.  

Team  with lowest  combined  placings  secures  

1st place  and  awarded  (9 points)  to 9th place  

(1 point)  

Mixed  Beach  Relay  

Teams  to enter teams  of 8, 

4x Male & 4x Female  

competitors.  

Points  awarded:  1st place  (9 points)  to 9th 

place  (1 point)  

Male  Ski  Teams  Race  
Teams to enter 2x Male  

competitors  

Team  with lowest  combined  placings  secures  

1st place  and  awarded  (9 points)  to 9th place  

(1 point)  

Female  Ski  Teams  Race  
Teams  to enter 2x Female  

competitors  

Team  with lowest  combined  placings  secures  

1st place  and  awarded  (9 points)  to 9th place  

(1 point)  

Male  Beach  Flags  
Teams  to enter 1x Male 

competitor.  

Points  awarded:  1st place  (9 points)  to 9th 

place  (1 point)  

Female  Beach  Flags  
Teams  to enter 1x Female  

competitor.  

Points  awarded:  1st place  (9 points)  to 9th 

place  (1 point)  

Male  Board  Teams  Race  
Teams  to enter 2x Male 

competitors  

Team  with lowest  combined  placings  secures  

1st place  and  awarded  (9 points)  to 9th place  

(1 point)  

Female  Board  Teams  Race  
Teams  to enter 2x Female  

competitors  

Team  with lowest  combined  placings  secures  

1st place  and  awarded  (9 points)  to 9th place  

(1 point)  

Male  Beach  Sprint  
Teams  to enter 1x Male 

competitor.  

Points  awarded:  1st place  (9 points)  to 9th 

place  (1 point)  

Female  Beach  Sprint  
Teams  to enter 1x Female  

competitor.  

Points  awarded:  1st place  (9 points)  to 9th 

place  (1 point)  

Male  Iron  Teams  
Teams to enter 2x Male  

competitors.  

Team  with lowest  combined  placings  secures  

1st place  and  awarded  (9 points)  to 9th place  

(1 point)  

Female  Iron  Teams  
Teams to enter 2x Female  

competitors  

Team  with lowest  combined  placings  secures  

1st place  and  awarded  (9 points)  to 9th place  

(1 point)  

Tangaroa  Relay  

Teams  to enter a team of 8 

competitors  to cover  

2xRun,  2x Swim,  2x Board  

& 2x Ski  legs.  Each  leg  

must  have  1x Male & 1x 

Female  competitor.  

Points  awarded:  1st place  (9 points)  to 9th 

place  (1 point)  
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Points: 
Provinces  will contest a 1 4-event program across Teams , Relay and Individual events.  

In Team s events, the Team with lowest combined placings secures 1st place and awarded (9 

points) to 9th place (1 point) . In Teams format events , e.g. Ski Teams Race, should two or more 

teams be allotted equal points, the team whose full complement of Members first completes the 

course shall be awarded the higher placing.  

 

Relays and Individual Events (Beach Sprints & Beach Flags)  will see points a warded from 9 points (1 st 

place) through to 1 point (9 th place).  

 

The maximum points awarded will be determined by the number of teams  that enter the event.  

 

At the conclusion of the program, a Teams 12 highest scoring events  will inform the final points score , 

with their two lowest scoring events omitted .  

 

In the event of a tie -break, a count back process will occur, determined by the province with the most 

1st, 2nd and 3 rd placed results  (in that order) . 

 

Separate points tables will be held for Open and U17 Team divisions.  

 

 
 

Health & Safety: 
This  event  will  abide  by the facility  and  competition  safety  measures  put in place . 

 

Parent,  Guardian,  Coach,  Team  Manager  and  Club  Obligations  

It is  the responsibility  of clubs,  through  their coaches  and  manager,  to ensure  that each  individual  

competitor  is  competent  to safely  compete . 

 

Pre -Existing  Medical  Conditions  

All  participants  and  volunteers  with a pre-existing  medical  condition  must  complete  and  submit  a 'Pre -

Existing  Medical  Conditions  Declaration'  form prior  to the close  of entries.  These  forms  are to be 

submitted  to the Event  Manager  via by email  as  early  as  possible.  Once  submitted,  the forms  will  be 

reviewed  by SLSNZ  and  a decision  will  be made  on whether  a ‘Competitor  Waiver'  form is  required  to 

be completed.  

 

It is  important  to note that a pre-existing  medical  condition  includes  a concussion  event  that has  

occurred  prior to this  event. Information  on concussion  can  be found here  

  

http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/media/993991/slsnz-concussion-policy.pdf
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Competition Uniform 
All competitors must wear their team cap , suitable  swimwear and the event vest provided by SLSNZ.   

 

 
 

Photography & Imagery: 
By  entering  this  event  clubs  and  members  acknowledge  and  agree  that SLSNZ  may  use  images  and  

video  taken  during  the event  for media  and  marketing  purposes.   

Media accreditation : Only applications from Surf Life Saving Members and Media Agencies will be 

accepted for consideration.  If you are wishing to take photos at our competition , then please read the 

Media Accreditation Application Information here  and contact Event Management at least one week 

prior to the competition for access into competition a reas.  Please note , Use of Cameras and Video 

devices rules are outlined in the Competition Manual.  

 

 

 

Communication: 
Event  Management  utilise  a variety  of tools  to keep  you updated  with the latest  event  information  and  

news.  

 

TeamReach  will  be the primary  platform  for communication  leading  into and  during  the event. 

TeamReach  can  be downloaded  from the App  Store  or Google  Play.  

Group  Code  =  202 6TangaroaChallenge  

 

- SLSNZ  Website  (event documentation ) 

- SLSNZ  Sport  Facebook  (event photo s & highlights)  

- SLSNZ  Sport  Instagram  (event photos & highlights)  

- Liveheats  (live  results)  

 

 

 

Event Contact: 
If you have  any  queries  or concerns,  please  feel free to contact  Cole . 

 

For event management & delivery  

Cole Drinnan  

For event administration & support  

Aoife Fyall  

Regional Sport  Manager  - Eastern  National Sport Administrator  

Surf Life Saving New Zealand  Surf Life Saving New Zealand  

   

m 021 143 4075 m 027 714 1477 

e Cole.drinnan@surflifesaving.org.nz  E aoife.fyall@surflifesaving.org.nz  
 

 

https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/media/989689/media-accreditation-application-information.pdf
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/sport/tangaroa-challenge-2026
https://www.facebook.com/slsnzSport
https://www.instagram.com/slsnzsport/?hl=en
https://liveheats.com/SLSNZ
mailto:Cole.drinnan@surflifesaving.org.nz
mailto:aoife.fyall@surflifesaving.org.nz

