
 
  
 

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 2021 
 
 
National Award Winners 2021 

Media Link available here: https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/news/2021/september/national-awards-of-

excellence-2021-honour-the-outstanding-surf-lifeguards-of-new-zealand 

Surf Life Saving New Zealand (SLSNZ) celebrates dedicated surf lifeguards and club members across the country 

with the 2021 National Awards of Excellence. These impressive individuals have demonstrated outstanding 

commitment as lifeguards, officials, coaches, organisers, athletes and more. 

SLSNZ Chief Executive, Paul Dalton, shares his gratitude for those who continue their work despite the ongoing 

challenges faced in New Zealand and worldwide. “Unfortunately, it hasn’t been possible for the SLNZ National 

Awards of Excellence event to take place for the second year running, due to COVID-19. However, this does not 

diminish the exceptional achievements recognised by SLSNZ’s annual lifesaving, sport and service awards.” 

“In light of a challenging year, we can’t thank our volunteers and members enough for the contributions they’ve 

made to help keep people out of harm's way. Despite the disappointment of having to cancel our annual awards 

dinner two years in a row, we need to take this opportunity to recognise those who have mastered skills and 

shone in particular areas. There’s also an immense appreciation acknowledged for the time and energy given by 

every one of you to ensure the safety of beachgoers”, adds Dalton. 

Phoebe Havill of Onemana and Whangamata Surf Life Saving Club has become the second woman to receive NZ 

Lottery Grants Board Lifeguard of the Year. Phoebe has shown strong leadership skills, having instructed and 

examined across a range of Surf Lifesaving disciplines and development camps. She balances numerous 

committee roles and holds responsibilities with two Surf Lifesaving Clubs. Phoebe also helped form the inspiring 

Wahine on Water mentorship programme, an initiative to get more females involved in crewing, driving and 

maintaining IRBs (inflatable rescue boats). Phoebe has also been named DHL Instructor of the Year, an incredible 

achievement that speaks volumes to her overall contribution to Surf Lifesaving. 

A brave call for help and daring IRB drive through choppy waters sees Taranaki SLS Search and Rescue Squad take 

home the bp Rescue of the Year Award. With fading light and strong currents, the squad used skilful risk 

assessment and safety expertise to return four girls stranded on Pararaki Rock near Port Taranaki safely to shore. 

This year the DHL Volunteer of the Year is awarded to Joanne Hobson of Sunset Beach Lifeguard Service. A very 

well-deserving recipient, Joanne has contributed to many areas within Surf Lifesaving, including instruction and 

mentoring of new surf candidates and conducting over 60 hours of active patrolling. Joanne also holds 

coordination, board member and advisory group roles from club to national level. 

Samantha Lee has been inducted into the SLNZ Hall of Fame for her exceptional sporting achievements, being the 

most successful athlete ever at the Surf Lifesaving World Championships. During her Surf Lifesaving career, 

Samantha racked up six individual world titles between 2012 and 2016. In doing so, she also set several world 

records. 

The prestigious Innovation of the Year Award goes to the Emily B drifter project, developed by members of the 

Kotuku SLSC. Emily Branje, who the project honours, was tragically swept out to sea by a rogue wave on the 

Hokitika River Bar in September 2019. This event prompted Emily’s parents, Patrick and Janine, to coordinate with 

club member Paul Lambert on a potentially lifesaving concept previously in development. 

The Emily B Drifter Project is a drifter system that uses live GPS tracking to identify the probable location of a 

person missing in the water. Using real-time data on current speeds and drift patterns, the drifter system aims to 

prevent fatalities and return missing persons to their loved ones as fast as possible. A truly note-worthy 

innovation, the Emily B Drifter could benefit search and rescue operations across agencies and even 

internationally, in the future. 

https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/news/2021/september/national-awards-of-excellence-2021-honour-the-outstanding-surf-lifeguards-of-new-zealand
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/news/2021/september/national-awards-of-excellence-2021-honour-the-outstanding-surf-lifeguards-of-new-zealand


SURF LIFESAVING NEW ZEALAND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 2021 WINNERS 

DHL Instructor of the Year 

Phoebe Havill, Onemana SLSC & Whangamata SLSC 

NZ Lottery Grants Board Lifeguard of the Year 

Phoebe Havill, Onemana SLSC & Whangamata SLSC 

TSB Surf Official of the Year 

Tania Ahrens, Kariaotahi SLS 

TSB International Sport Performance of the Year 

Joe Collin, Fitzroy SLSC 

DHL Innovation of the Year 

The Emily B Drifter Project, Kotuku SLSC 

Patrol Support of the Year 

Mary Duff, United North Piha Lifeguard Service 

 

Life Membership 

• Allan Mundy, Omanu SLSC 

• Todd Velvin, Fitzroy SLSC 

 

Distinguished Service Awards 

• Michael Clarke, Lyall Bay SLSC 

• Dave Godfrey, Muriwai Volunteer LS 

• Ross Merrett, Papamoa SLSC 

• Allan Roberts, Muriwai Volunteer LS 

• Danielle Shepherd, Mount Maunganui LS 

• Craig Todd, Sumner SLSC 

 

50 Year Badges 

• Gail Abel United North Piha 

• Bruce Ball, East End 

• Laurie Bell, Waipu Cove 

• Grant Crossan, East End 

• Ralph Curry, Worser Bay 

• Ian Godfrey, Waipu Cove 

• Peter Haslemore, St Clair 

• Stephen Johnston, Waimairi 

• Peter Laing, St Clair 

• Glenda Mann, St Clair 

• Neville Nodder, East End 

• Christopher Parson, United North Piha 

• Roger Smith, North Beach 

• Dave Woodman, Waipu Cove 

 



Service Awards 

• Shane Armitage, Muriwai 

• Brett Bailey, Waikuku Beach 

• Tania Bailey Waikuku Beach 

• Haven Bellamy, Omanu Beach 

• Matthew Bradley, St Clair 

• Tisha Bradley, Taylors Mistake 

• James Bray, Waihi 

• Sue Brewster, Bethells Beach 

• Nic Brice, St Kilda 

• Stefhan Brown, St Kilda 

• Russell Connor, North Beach 

• Ailsa Cowdrey, Papamoa 

• Michael Crombie, St Clair 

• Isaac Davies, St Clair 

• Tom Denman, Sumner 

• Emma Derrick, North Beach 

• Wade Downey, Red Beach 

• Mark Drabble, South Brighton 

• Steven Drabble, South Brighton 

• Dennis Enright, Omanu Beach 

• Thomas Garforth, St Clair 

• Chaz Gibbons-Campbell, Whiritoa 

• John Gibson, Maketu 

• Troy Greenem, Lyall Bay 

• Pia Harpour, Bethells Beach 

• Mark Hastie, Warrington 

• Lindsay Hill, Whangarei Heads 

• Nigel Hope, Waikanae 

• Rob Howes, Whangarei Heads 

• Nicola Howes, Whangarei Heads 

• Murray Johnson, Sumner 

• Sonia Keepa, Wainui 

• James Kendrick, Bethells Beach 

• Kathy Kramer, Red Beach 

• Justin Martin, Wainui 

• Gavin Mason, St Clair 

• Lyn Maxlow, Bethells Beach 

• Scott McAlister, South Brighton 

• Anna McDonnell, Maranui 

• Mark McDowall, St Kilda' 

• Andrew McDowell, Pukehina 

• Hamish McKenzie, Opotiki 

• Tyler Mills, Paekakariki 

• Michelle Mitchell, Waikanae 

• John Minogue, Wainui 

• Michelle Moyle, Waimairi 

• Tyler Nitschke, Omanu 

• Michael O’Malley, Pacific 

• Gabriel Puckey-Brockelsby, Omanu 

• Blair Quane, Sumner 

• Jonelle Quane, Sumner 

• Hamish Reid, Whakatane 

• Sam Richardson, Lyall Bay 

• Mark Robberds, Sumner 

• Elyse Robêrt, Paekakariki 

• Richard Rogers, Red Beach 

• Greg Sager, Muriwai 

• Daniel Short, Mairangi Bay 

• Rhys Speirs, Maranui 

• Laurie Stubbing, Onemana 

• Kate Suter, Sumner 

• Andrew Taylor, Opotiki 

• Michael Thompson, St Kilda 

• Craig Todd, Sumner 

• Cameron Turchie, Lyall Bay 

• Karen Urbahn, Foxton 

• Owen West, Oreti 

• Brent Wilson, Sumner 

• Brent Wolf, St Clair 

• Salvatore Zame, Wainui 
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