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INTRODUCTION 
Surf Life Saving New Zealand (SLSNZ), with support from Tauranga City Council (TCC) and Mount 

Maunganui Lifeguard Service (MMLS), is delighted to announce that it is the event organising authority for 

the 2025 International Surf Rescue Challenge series and related competitions.  

 

The venue for the ISRC and associated events will be Mount Maunganui Main Beach, New Zealand. 

“SLSNZ WELCOMES ALL TO THE ISRC” 

The following contains information with reference to the organisation rules and regulations pertaining to 

the 2025 International Surf Rescue Challenge (ISRC) together with the conditions governing each event in 

the program.  This document may be updated prior to the ISRC competition and any updates will be 

communicated to all Nations entered. 

 

It is incumbent upon each Country to ensure all management, team members and officials are fully 

conversant with the contents of this document. 

 

Please also refer to the ISRC 2025 website at https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/sport/international-surf-

rescue-challenge-2025 for full details of this exciting event. 

 

ASSOCIATED COMPETITIONS 

The ISRC will also encompass the following competitions based on the results of the ISRC events: Both 

challenges run alongside the ISRC with traditional trophies awarded. 

• Trans-Tasman Challenge: Continuing the rivalry between Australia and New Zealand since 1937 

(Open Division only competing for a perpetual trophy). 

• Tri-Nations Challenge: Featuring Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa since 1999 (Open 

Division only competing for a perpetual trophy). 

• A Pathways Cup Featuring development teams from New Zealand and South Africa 

 

KEY CONTACTS 

Event Manager:  Luke Smith, luke.smith@surflifesaving.org.nz  +64 21 190 1432 

International Liaison & Joint ISRC Custodian: Tanya Hamilton tanya.hamilton@surflifesaving.org.nz  

+64 27 947 2612 

  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/GZDpQbnHNr1SxSDC7
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/sport/international-surf-rescue-challenge-2025
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/sport/international-surf-rescue-challenge-2025
mailto:luke.smith@surflifesaving.org.nz
mailto:tanya.hamilton@surflifesaving.org.nz
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EVENT INFORMATION 

KEY 2025 ISRC DATES 

• Thu 31 Jul:  Nations Entry Fees Due 

• Fri 26 Aug:  Athlete Entry Registration Opens - Liveheats 

• Mon 22 Sep:  Individual Event Entries Due – Liveheats 

• Mon 22 Sep:  Team/Relay Events Entries Opens - Liveheats 

• Wed 8 Oct:  Team/Relay Events Entries Due - Liveheats 

• Mon 24 Nov:  Team Arrivals Commence 

• Wed 26 Nov:  Training and Team Manager Briefing 

• Wed 26 Nov:  Opening Ceremony 

• Thu 27 Nov:  Competition Day 1 

• Fri 28 Nov:  Competition Day 2 

• Sat 29 Nov:  Lay Day for National Teams. ISRC Youth Clinic 

• Sun 30 Nov:  Competition Day 3, and Presentation Evening 

• Mon 1 Dec:  Departures 

 

ATTENDING NATIONS 

• Open Teams: Australia, Canada, Great Britain, Hong Kong, Japan, New Zealand, South Africa, 

USA, Spain, Singapore, Germany, Netherlands, New Zealand Pathway, South Africa Pathway 

• Youth Teams: Australia, Japan, New Zealand, South Africa, USA, Spain, Germany, South Africa 

Pathway 

 

Note: Additional nations may still enter so the above list maybe subject to change. 

 

The following are the arrangements for a Pathways Team participation: 

• All Nations are invited to enter Pathways Teams.  In the first instance please contact Tanya 

Hamilton tanya.hamilton@surflifesaving.org.nz +64 (0) 27 947 2612 (ISRC Joint Custodian) 

• Following final confirmation of attending Nation Pathway Teams the Event Management 

Committee will decide on any change to divisions of events. 

• With agreement from visiting teams a separate Beach Flags participation only event will be 

conducted involving reserve or overflow beach competitors from other National teams as well as 

the Pathway Team members.   

  

mailto:tanya.hamilton@surflifesaving.org.nz
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TEAM COMPOSITION & ELIGIBILITY 

COMPETITOR AGE ELIGIBILITY 

Youth 

Eligible Competitors who turn 15, 16, 17 or 18 years of age on or before 31/12/2025. 

Not Eligible Competitors who turn 14 or 19. 

Open 

Eligible 
Competitors who turn 16 years of age on or before 31/12/2025. There is no 

maximum age. 

Not Eligible Competitors who are younger than 15 or turn 19 in 2025. 

Pathways/Development 

Eligible 
Competitors who turn 15 years of age on or before 31/12/2025. There is no 

maximum age. 

Not Eligible Competitors who are younger than 15 or turn 19 in 2025. 

ELIGIBILITY & ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL 

• All competitors must: 

o Be proficient lifesavers in their federation. 

o Meet their federation’s competition eligibility requirements. 

o Been endorsed by their federation. 

o Have completed Anti-Doping Education prior to attending the ISRC. 

• All Team Management, Medical Personnel and Coaches must: 

o Have completed Anti-Doping Education prior to attending the ISRC. 

• Additional personnel (beyond the official team) may travel with the team at their federation’s 

discretion. While recommended, there is no compulsory requirement for these additional 

personnel to undertake Anti-Doping Education prior to attending the ISRC. 

TEAM SIZE & COMPOSITION 

National teams may include: 

• Athletes: Up to 12 athletes per Test (maximum 6 men and 6 women in any one challenge). Teams 

can optionally select up to 2 extra men and 2 extra women, but only 12 team members (6 men 

and 6 women) can compete in any one Test.  

• Suggested Support Staff:  1 Manager,  2 Coaches,  1 Medical/Paramedical Officer,  1 Chaperone. 

• Additional Personnel: Teams may include additional management personnel at their discretion. 

However, ISRC placing medals will only be awarded to athletes and the Management Team up to 

a maximum of 21 medals.  Host services (meals, etc.) will be extended to athletes and up to 5 

support staff. 

• Event Officials:  Countries are encouraged to nominate referees/technical officials to assist with 

officiating.  All officials must be endorsed by their federation. 

• Travel and accommodation costs for officials are the responsibility of their federation or the 

individual official. 

• Host services (meals, etc. on competition days, etc.) will be extended to officials. 
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TEAM LOGISTICS 
Countries will be responsible for the selection of their representative teams and make the appropriate 

arrangements regarding transport, accommodation, sustenance, equipment, outfitting etc. for the team. 

The host country will provide assistance in arranging the above if required. In addition, upon request the 

host country will arrange for an appointed team liaison officer to assist teams.  

 

Insurance is the responsibility of the individual competitor or team management. The host country is not 

liable for any loss, damage or theft of equipment.  

 

TRANSPORT 

Mount Maunganui is located just under three hours’ drive southeast of Auckland International Airport, or 

a short domestic flight to Tauranga.  Ground transport options with competitive rates can be obtained. 

 

ACCOMMODATION 

Teams are responsible for selecting and arranging their own accommodation but if you would like 

assistance, please reach out to the International Liaison.  Please refer to the local Area Map for the best 

located accommodation to the competition venue on Mount Manganui Beach and to Bay of Plenty 

Accommodation for a wider range of accommodation options. 

 

SUSTENANCE 

SLSNZ is working with local caterers and businesses to explore options to assist teams with their nutrition 

and group dining.  SLSNZ will also be offering lunch packages on the days of competition. More information 

to come in due course. 

 

AMENITIES AND FACILITIES 

• Pharmacy, restaurants, cafes & bars are within walking distance (800m-1000m) of the competition 

venue. 

• Supermarket: New World Approx 4km from competition venue. Supermarket details. Online 

shopping and delivery services available. 

• Mount Maunganui Hot Thermal Pools are next door to the competition venue. 

• Bunnings Warehouse (hardware store) is a 5.3km/15min drive from competition venue. 

  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/78cyhmDZmEr9UDfU9
https://www.bayofplentynz.com/stay/bay-of-plenty-accommodation/
https://www.bayofplentynz.com/stay/bay-of-plenty-accommodation/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/ykBmok7uLsbEyudj6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/tMfwPVpSjkh3SYZy5
https://www.newworld.co.nz/upper-north-island/bay-of-plenty/mt-maunganui
https://maps.app.goo.gl/hTH6uhxDhUTnrYjh6
https://www.bunnings.co.nz/stores/centralnorthisland/mt-maunganui?utm_source=google&utm_medium=places&utm_content=bunnings-mt-maunganui&utm_campaign=googleplaces
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EVENT REGISTRATIONS AND FEES 

TEAM ENTRY FEES 

If the ISRC is cancelled with no postponement before the first event is conducted, 75% of all entry fees will 

be refunded to all countries (25% including GST, will be retained for administration costs).  

 

Otherwise entry fees are non-refundable. 

 

Entry fees of NZD $250.00 per athlete for both Youth and Open team athletes and will be invoiced by 

SLSNZ together with payment details.  There is no registration fee for the appointed competition officials. 

Entry fees are required to be paid by Thursday, 31 July 2025 via wire transfer as follows: 

 

Surf Life Saving New Zealand Incorporated (both 1 & 2) 

93 Hutt Park Road 

Seaview 

Lower Hutt 5010 

New Zealand 

 

ASB Bank Ltd 

12 Jellicoe Street 

Auckland 1010 

New Zealand 

 

IBAN: 123192 

Full Bank Account Number:12 3192 0027040-00 

SWIFT: ASBBNZ2A 

 

Please provide; 

• Complete name of the payee 

• Complete Bank’s address. 

• International Bank Account Number (IBAN) 

• Bank Identifier Code (BIC or SWIFT) 

Note: Team member names are not required as at Thursday, 31 July 2025 but payment is required.  When 

entering, countries are also requested to provide invoicing details.  
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ENTERING ATHLETES 

Individual Events Registrations: Team Managers must complete individual 

event entries on Liveheats by Monday 22 September 2025. Liveheats Login 

 

Team Events Registrations: Following the close of individual entries, team 

events will be opened, and Team Managers must complete team entries by 

Wednesday 8 October 2025.  Liveheats Login 

 

Managing Team Changes using Reserves: 

• Team Managers are responsible for registering any changes to their team members from what 

was selected as their starting team with the Event Manager before and in-between tests during 

the ISRC Competition. 

• Any changes must be reported to the Event Manager as early as possible before the first event of 

the Test begins to ensure Liveheats can be updated. 

 

Substitutions During a Test: 

• Team Events:  

o Changes to team members within Team Events are allowed up to and during 

marshalling.  To assist with smooth administration, Team Managers are to make these 

changes on the Liveheats Team Manager Portal.  Click here to learn how to make 

changes on Liveheats to Team Events 

o No changes can be made on the Liveheats Team Manager Portal once the race has been 

made Live following marshalling. 

• Individual Events: 

o Changes to Individual Events names using the starting team can me managed with the 

Marshall or with the competition admin team.  Note you cannot make changes to 

Individual Events using the Liveheats Team Manager Portal. 

 

  

https://liveheats.com/login
https://liveheats.com/login
https://support.liveheats.com/hc/en-us/articles/14003275987860-Managing-entries-in-an-event-as-a-Team-manager
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EQUIPMENT AND SPECIFICATIONS 

SPECIFICATIONS 

All equipment including swim wear used in competition must comply with ILS Specifications (refer to 

Section 8 the current edition ILS Competition Rule Book).  Random or deliberate scrutineering may also be 

undertaken at any time during the ISRC.  Team Managers/Athletes shall be advised if equipment is to be 

scrutineered. 

• Skis: For the ISRC the minimum weight of surf skis shall be 17.5kg. 

• Rescue Tubes – Tubes will be provided for the Rescue Tube Rescue event and must be used in 

competition.  The tubes will the same as those used at Lifesaving World Championships 2024. 

• Swim Fins – Teams are to provide their own swim fins. 

• Board, Ski, and Paddles- Teams will be responsible for bringing or providing or sourcing their own 

craft for ISRC 2025.  

 

CRAFT SUPPLIERS 

To assist, SLSNZ has arranged for selected clubs and craft suppliers to hire or lend boards and skis to 

National Teams for the ISRC.  Craft rental agreement and fees may apply, along with a bond for potential 

loss or damage to craft. 

 

Surf Clubs Contact Email Phone  

Mt Maunganui John Bryant spindles@xtra.co.nz +64 (0) 272214322 

Omanu Scott Bartlett 
Generalmanager@omanubeach.co.nz 

sifi1980@hotmail.com  

+64 (0) 21 863 084 

Craft Manufactures \ 

Importers Contact Contact email Phone  

Sonic Surf Craft Matt Sutton info@sonicsurfcraft.co.nz +64 21 811 346 

Race One Surf Craft NZ Jo Percy jo@raceone.com.au 
WhatsApp/mobile 

+64 275 244 480  

 

DRESS OF COMPETITORS 

Teams are required to be attired as detailed in the ILS Competition Manual.  

• This includes the wearing of correct competition attire including swimsuits and caps (including 

optional helmets). 

• Teams are required to wear and provide their own high visibility vests which are required to be 

warn in all water events and when handling craft in the water.  Specifications for the vest branding 

are below:  

o Vest Colour - Fluorescent Yellow.  (PMS #13-0630 TN ‘Safety Yellow’) 

o Country Code – The IOC Country Code is required on hi-vis vests and swimsuits.  This is to 

be placed at the back 50mm off the bottom.  Text is to be CAPITALS, using Helvetica Neue 

Condensed black and be 90mm high.  Text colour is to be black. 

▪ AUS, CAN, GBR, HKG , JPN, NZL, RSA, and USA. 

https://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport/rules/
mailto:spindles@xtra.co.nz
mailto:Generalmanager@omanubeach.co.nz
mailto:%20sifi1980@hotmail.com
mailto:%20sifi1980@hotmail.com


 

2025 ISRC HANDBOOK – As at 3 November 2025 
10 

 

o Team colours - are permitted on the neck and side panels of vests provided that the hi vis 

front and back panels are not compromised.  This will ensure strong visual presentation 

of the ISRC. 

o Team Sponsors – Team sponsors can be placed just below the shoulder holes of the vest 

in a space no larger than 200mm wide by 100mm high. 

o ISRC Logo - is to be placed on the front located 150mm below the centre of the neck, 

centred on the vest and be a width of 150mm.  Logos are provided on the ISRC webpage 

for download. 

 
• More information pertaining to competition attire can be found at: 

http://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport   

https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/sport/international-surf-rescue-challenge-2025
http://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport
http://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport
http://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport
http://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport
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ISRC COMPETITION MANAGEMENT 

COMPETITION ORGANISING COMMITTEE 

The ISRC Competition Committee will direct all matters relating to the conduct of the competition.  

The Committee may, subject to the rules in the current edition ILS Competition Manual, any 

subsequent amending bulletins and circulars and these event rules, may postpone, cancel and/or 

alter any or all ISRC events and/or programme, and/or alter the venue of the competition.  

 

The Competition Committee also acts as the Safety Committee for the ISRC 2025. 

 

The Competition Committee is responsible for enacting the safety and emergency and contingency 

plans for the ISRC.  The Event Management Committee are responsible to the Competition 

Committee for recommendations concerning competition safety.  The plans are to be applied by the 

Event Management Committee, in consultation, where necessary, with the relevant emergency 

services and lifesaving authorities.  

 

The Competition Committee may consult and seek advice from appropriate officials, athletes and other 

personnel on local weather, surf conditions and safety issues when required.  The ISRC Competition 

Committee shall appoint the various sub committees and panels as required for the ISRC (for example, 

Disciplinary Committee or Safety Committee, etc.).  

 

The ISRC 2025 Competition Committee consists of: 

 

Event Manager (Chair)   Luke Smith 

Event Referee    Scott Bicknell 

Event Safety Officer   Mike Smith 

ISRC Technical Adviser   Greg Allum 

Athlete Representative   Tanya Hamilton 

Local Club Representative  John Bryant (Spindles) 

SLSNZ National Sport Manager  Lewis McClintock 

 

The ISRC 2025 Event Management Committee consists of: 

 

Event Manager    Luke Smith 

Event Referee    Scott Bicknell 

Event Safety Officer   Mike Smith 
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ARENA 

An arena layout consisting of one main water arena (including an M shape set up), and a beach arena will 

be established for all 2025 ISRC competition days.  See below draft Mount Maunganui Beach site plan. 

 

 

 

TIME LIMITS 

When warranted, the Event Referee shall fix a time limit for races.  The time limit shall be communicated 

to competitors prior to the commencement of the event.  

 

Where practicable, DNF (did not finish) or disqualifications due to the time limit being exceeded, or being 

lapped in competition, shall be advised to the competitor by the Arena Referee or the Course Judge/Water 

Safety Crews. 

 

PROTESTS AND APPEALS 

All protests shall be lodged with the appropriate competition official in accordance with the 

procedures set down in the current edition of the ILS Competition Rule Book and shall identify the 

specific sections/clauses in the Manual and/or event rules upon which the protest is based. A sample 

Protest Form is contained as Attachment 1 to this document.  Further forms will be available from 

the administration centre and/or from the Competitor Liaison Officers.  

  

An appeals fee of NZD$200.00 (payable in cash only) must accompany all protest appeals when submitted 

to the Jury of Appeals for adjudication. If an appeal is upheld the fee shall be returned forthwith. The 

decision of the Jury of Appeal is final and there is no right of appeal against that decision.  
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More information pertaining to protests and appeals can be found at: http://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport 

Note: Any appeals proceeds are handed to the Host to assist them defray costs of conducting the ISRC. 

 

EVENT CONDUCT / RULES 

The ISRC, Tri-Nations Challenge and the Trans-Tasman Challenge shall be conducted as per the rules 

contained in the current edition ILS Competition Manual plus any amending Bulletins or circulars. Refer: 

http://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sporthttp://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport apart from the specific differences 

highlighted below: 

 

As the current ILS Competition Rule Book is available via the ILS website, it is the responsibility of each 

Country and Official to provide its own paper based manuals. 

 

The number of competitors in the following events differs to those detailed in the ILS Competition 

Manual: 

• Event 5 & 6: Youth and Open Mixed Board Relay Races 

• Event 7 & 8: Youth and Open Mixed Surf Ski Relay Races 

o Board and Ski Relay events shall be conducted under the general rules of the Surf Board 

and Surf Ski Relay events contained in the ILS Competition Manual except that teams 

shall consist of one man and one woman competitor who may choose which order in 

which they compete. 

• Maximum number of competitors outlined in 4.5 may be exceeded in some events, but will be 

met with appropriate safety conditions (where conditions allow) 

Draw Order: Consistent with the ILS Competition Rule Book, both the individual Ocean M and the Mixed 

Ocean M Lifesaver Relay will be conducted at the ISRC with the fixed draw order of run, swim, board, and 

ski. 

Race Sizes: Competitor numbers may exceed the numbers outlined in Competitor Limits (4.5). Any 

changes will be communicated with Team Managers, and Safety Parameters will be appropriately 

resourced. 

  

http://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport
http://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport
http://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport
http://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport
http://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport
http://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport
http://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport
http://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport
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POINT SCORES  

Separate Point Scores will be declared for: 

• Open ISRC 

• Youth ISRC 

• Open Tasman Challenge (between Australia and New Zealand). 

• Open Tri-Nations Challenge: (between Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa) 

 

ISRC Scoring 

• Separate point scores shall be maintained for the Open and Youth Teams. 

• Points awarded based on the number of participating countries as per below: 

o Open = 11 teams: Points awarded as 11, 10, 9 ,8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 

o Youth 7 teams: Points awarded as 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1. 

• Only the first competitor/team from each country to finish correctly will score points. 

• A disqualified team or individual scores 0 points. 

• Dead heats result in both countries receiving full points for their placing. 

o Youth Example: With 7 teams competing, if two teams tie for 1st place, both get 7 points, 

and the next team gets 5 points for 3rd place. 

• Points are tallied for each Test, with a winner declared for each ISRC Test. Total scores from all 

three Tests will determining the overall winner of the ISRC Open and ISRC Youth 

• Tie-Breaker Rules 

o Count the number of 1st places earned by a country. 

o If still tied, count 2nd places, then 3rd, and so on. 

 

Trans-Tasman Challenge Scoring 

• A unique scoring system applies to the Open division for Australia and New Zealand. 

• Points are awarded as 2, 1 based on the relative placing of the first competitor/team from each 

nation. 

• All other rules match the ISRC scoring system. 
 

Tri-Nations Challenge Scoring 

• A unique scoring system applies to the Open division for Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa. 

• Points are awarded as 3, 2, 1 based on the relative placing of the first competitor/team from each 

nation. 

• All other rules match the ISRC scoring system. 
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TROPHIES AND MEDALS 

• Open ISRC: Overall Team – Keepsake Pointscore Trophies for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd placed teams. 

• Youth ISRC: Overall Team - Keepsake Pointscore Trophies for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd placed teams. 

• Winners of the Perpetual Trophies: 

o Open Age Trophy: Awarded to the country with the highest total points in the Open 

division. 

o Youth Trophy: Awarded to the country with the highest total points in the Youth division. 

• Open and Youth ISRC 2025 placings - 1st, 2nd and 3rd place medals for team members (athletes, 

reserves, and management).  A maximum of 21 medals will be provided for each place. 

• Tri-Nations Challenge – An overall result will be declared but no keepsake trophies are to be 

awarded. 

• Trans-Tasman Challenge – An overall result will be declared but no keepsake trophies are to be 

awarded. 

Note:  The Perpetual Trophies (originally donated by SLSNZ) for the 1st placed Open and Youth ISRC, 

Open Tri-Nations and Open Trans-Taman point scores will be taken by SLSA to New Zealand for the ISRC. 

They will be presented to the winning teams and then retained for safekeeping by SLSNZ.  They will not 

need to be transported to future ISRCs unless otherwise agreed. 

 

PRESENTATIONS AND FUNCTION 

A Presentation Function shall be conducted for all International Teams, officials, and invited guests from 

19h30 on Sunday, 30 November 2025.  The venue for the function is Papamoa Surf Life Saving Club. The 

bar will be open from 18h30 

 

Beverages may be purchased at the function.  Note that only limited alcohol will be available, and that no 

alcohol will be served to competitors under the age of 18 years. Important note: it is against the law to 

serve alcohol to people under the age of 18 years in New Zealand. Team Management are accountable for 

their team members. 

Attendees are to be encouraged to dress in neat team uniform for this function.  Teams’ supporters may 

also attend the Presentation Function.  

 

SPONSORSHIP 

The host federation has sole rights to secure sponsorship for the event.  

 

Participating federations wishing to acknowledge their own sponsors may do so on their team apparel or 

on equipment provided that the host approval is first obtained (to avoid any sponsorship conflicts with the 

host) and that the requirements of the ILS Sponsorship Policy are met. 

 

The host federation reserves the right to supply all teams with event labels/stickers which must be affixed 

to all competitor craft in a location specified by the host federation and are to remain visible wherever 

practicable throughout the event. 

  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/561+Papamoa+Beach+Road,+Papamoa+Beach,+Tauranga+3118/@-37.6965881,176.2837288,860m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x6d6e764545624311:0x9332c4a3abaed793!8m2!3d-37.6965924!4d176.2863037!16s%2Fg%2F11vhtrr1z0?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MTAyOS4yIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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MEDIA STATEMENTS 

Countries shall be permitted to promote the event and or their team within their own country. 

However, no competitor, team manager, or official or spokesman for a country shall make media 

statements which could bring their associations, the Challenge series, the event sponsor(s), or 

officials into controversy. Any such statements may be deemed to be a breach of event discipline 

and may be dealt with accordingly. 

 

Complaints regarding the organisation of the ISRC, or any other matters, should be directed through the 

appropriate SLSNZ channels, and will be dealt with by the responsible section, or officers. Such official 

complaints will be acknowledged.  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

SLSNZ would love to share and support your teams journeys to and during the ISRC Competition.  This 

includes: 

• News stories around team naming 

• Special announcements on the team 

• Trainings and lead up preparations 

• Travelling to New Zealand for the ISRC 

• Team coverage during the ISRC. 

Share / mention via: 

• News web links sent to media@surflifesaving.org.nz  

• Facebook share to https://www.facebook.com/surflifesaving  

• Instagram mentions @surflifesavingnz 

• Let us know your Nationals social platforms to share our coverage with. 

  

mailto:media@surflifesaving.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/surflifesaving
https://www.instagram.com/surflifesavingnz/
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INTERNATIONAL SURF RESCUE CHALLENGE HOSTS 

2001 Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, and Durban, South Africa 

2003  Mount Maunganui, New Zealand 

2005  Kurrawa Beach, Queensland, Australia 

2007  Bondi Beach, NSW, Australia 

2009  Battery Beach, Durban, South Africa 

2011  Mount Manganui, New Zealand 

2013  Onjuka Beach, Chiba, Japan 

2015  Maroochydore, Queensland, Australia 

2017  Mount Manganui, New Zealand 

2019  North Beach, Durban, South Africa 

2021  Postponed due to Covid-19 

2023  South Padre Island, Texas, USA 

2025  Mount Manganui, New Zealand 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  

The original architects of the ISRC who were responsible for the initial event design, rules, organisation, 

and event conduct:  Greg Allum AM, Jelle Meintsma, Brian Velvin MNZM, and Alan Whelpton AO. 

 

Contribution to the production of this Handbook:  

• International Life Saving for event rules. 

• Greg Allum AM (Australia), Jelle Meintsma (South Africa) and Tanya Hamilton (New Zealand), 

 

Note:  Ownership of the ISRC rests with SLSA, SLSNZ, & LSA.  These organizations are currently 

represented by Greg Allum AM (SLSA), Jelle Meintsma/Craig  van Rooyan (LSA), and Tanya Hamilton 

(SLSNZ) as event custodians.  
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INTEGRITY 

Anti-Doping Policy 

• ILS Position: The ILS shares the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) vision of a world where 

athletes can participate in a doping-free sporting environment. ILS provides comprehensive anti-

doping information to its members via its website. ILS also has in place anti-doping rules and an  

Education Plan that are consistent with WADA standards.  

• Clean Sport Competition: The use of performance-enhancing drugs and doping practices is 

strictly condemned. 

• Testing: Drug testing may occur at any event, including the ISRC, and competitors will be subject 

to testing under the SLSNZ Anti-Doping Policy, which aligns with ILS and WADA standards.  Refusal 

to submit to a drug test will result in penalties as outlined by ILS and WADA. 

ISRC Anti-Doping Education Requirements 

• In line with the ILS anti-doping requirements, all competitors and support team members 

(coaches, managers, medical/paramedical, and chaperones) must complete their WADA or NADO 

relevant anti-doping education before attending ISRC 2025. A copy of the Certificate must be 

provided at the time of team registration as proof of completion. 

 

Theft, Damage, and Misbehaviour 

• Code of Conduct: All attendees must follow the ILS Codes of Conduct and the Misconduct clauses 

in the current ILS Competition Rulebook. 

• Reporting Misconduct: Any incidents of damage, misbehaviour, or misconduct before, during, or 

after the event will be reported to the Organising or Competition Committee. 

• Theft: Anyone caught stealing equipment or property belonging to others or sponsors will be 

immediately reported to the relevant authorities. 

• Disciplinary Action: Any charges will be reviewed by the ISRC Disciplinary Committee. 

  

https://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport/rules/anti-doping/
https://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport/rules/anti-doping/
https://www.ilsf.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/2021-ILS-Anti-Doping-Rules-08.09.2023.pdf
https://www.ilsf.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/AA-ILS-Education-Plan-Final.pdf
https://www.ilsf.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/AA-ILS-Education-Plan-Final.pdf
https://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport/rules/


 

2025 ISRC HANDBOOK – As at 3 November 2025 
19 

 

PROGRAMME 
The events will be conducted in the order listed.   The Event Referee in conjunction with the Competition 

Committee, and after discussion with Team Managers, reserves the right to change the order of events or 

delete any or all of the events on the day of competition if safety, weather conditions, programming or 

other conditions warrant. 

 

The below programme is the entry numbers and the order in which events will be conducted at each test: 

 

BRIEFINGS AND COMPETITION TIMES 

The Event Referee shall conduct a briefing with the Team Management and appointed technical officials 

on Wednesday, 26 November 2025, time tbc at Mount Maunganui Lifesaving Service, main upstairs club 

room.  Further Team Manager briefings shall be conducted, as required, before each Test and immediately 

following the conclusion of each day of competition.  Team Managers shall be advised of any meetings to 

be conducted. 

 

Teams shall be required to assemble in team uniform at the Beach Marshalling area for an opening 

ceremony on Wednesday, 26 November 2025.  The Opening ceremony shall include the playing of National 

Anthems of all participating Nations, a brief welcome, and competitor and official’s oaths.  All appointed 

officials will also participate in the opening ceremony. 

 

The Event Referee shall also conduct a briefing with all appointed technical officials at the beach one hour 

before the commencement of competition on each day. Officials can then assist with finalisation of the 

competition set up. 

 

It is anticipated that this test shall conclude at around 16h00. 

 

• The First Test shall commence at 08h30 on Thursday, 27 November 2025. 

• The second Test shall commence at 08h30 on Friday, 28 November 2025. 

• The third Test shall commence at 08h30 am on Sunday, 30 November 2025. 

• Following conclusion of the third Test, a dinner and presentation Function shall be conducted. 
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COMPETITION DRAWS 

Draws will be randomly drawn through Liveheats and will be able to be viewed online via this link 2025 

International Surf Rescue Challenge (ISRC) prior and throughout the competition along with race results. 

 

Youth and Open Competitions 

• Separate Races: Youth and Open (and Pathways) divisions will generally compete in separate races 

unless time constraints require them to race together. 

• Combined Races: If combined, Youth (and then Pathways) competitors will race in a block after 

the Open competitors' positions. 

 

Beach Events 

• For beach sprint and beach flags, if more than four countries are competing in an ISRC Division, 

each country will be limited to one competitor per individual beach event. 

• With 11x Open Teams and 7x Youth Teams this is reflected in the programme competitor numbers 

below. 
 

Additional Draws 

• Any additional draws will be conducted by the Chief Referee during the Team Managers' briefings 

or on the day of competition. 
 

https://liveheats.com/events/376841
https://liveheats.com/events/376841


 

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 
 

EVENT # EVENT TYPE ENTRY CRITERIA 

1 Youth Female - Surf Race 2 competitors per country 

2 Youth Male - Surf Race 2 competitors per country 

3 Open Female - Surf Race 2 competitors per country 

4 Open Male - Surf Race 2 competitors per country 

5 Youth Mixed - Board Relay 1 team per country (2 competitors per team, 1 man and 1 woman) 

6 Open Mixed - Board Relay 1 team per country (2 competitors per team, 1 man and 1 woman) 

7 Youth Mixed - Ski Relay 1 team per country (2 competitors per team, 1 man and 1 woman) 

8 Open Mixed - Ski Relay 1 team per country (2 competitors per team, 1 man and 1 woman) 

9 Youth Female - Beach Sprint 1 competitor per country * 

10 Youth Male - Beach Sprint 1 competitor per country * 

11 Open Female - Beach Sprint 1 competitor per country * 

12 Open Male - Beach Sprint 1 competitor per country * 

13 Youth Mixed - Surf Teams 1 team per country (4 competitors per team, 2 men and 2 women) 

14 Open Mixed - Surf Teams 1 team per country (2 competitors per team, 2 men and 2 women) 

15 Youth Female - Ski Race 2 competitors per country 

16 Youth Male - Ski Race 2 competitors per country 

17 Open Female - Ski Race 2 competitors per country 

18 Open Male - Ski Race 2 competitors per country 

19 Youth Female - Board Race 2 competitors per country 

20 Youth Male - Board Race 2 competitors per country 

21 Open Female - Board Race 2 competitors per country 

22 Open Male - Board Race 2 competitors per country 

23 Youth Female - Rescue Tube Rescue 1 Team per country (4 competitors) 

24 Youth Male - Rescue Tube Rescue 1 Team per country (4 competitors) 

25 Open Female - Rescue Tube Rescue 1 Team per country (4 competitors) 

26 Open Male - Rescue Tube Rescue 1 Team per country (4 competitors) 

27 Youth Female - Beach Relay 1 team per country (4 competitors) 

28 Youth Male - Beach Relay 1 team per country (4 competitors) 

29 Open Female - Beach Relay 1 team per country (4 competitors) 

30 Open Male - Beach Relay 1 team per country (4 competitors) 

31 Youth Female - Board Rescue 1 team per country (2 competitors per team) 

32 Youth Male - Board Rescue 1 team per country (2 competitors per team) 

33 Open Female - Board Rescue 1 team per country (2 competitors per team) 

34 Open Male - Board Rescue 1 team per country (2 competitors per team) 

35 Youth Female - Beach Flags 1 competitor per country * 

36 Youth Male - Beach Flags 1 competitor per country * 

37 Open Female - Beach Flags 1 competitor per country * 

38 Open Male - Beach Flags 1 competitor per country * 

39 Youth Female - Ocean M 2 competitors per country 

40 Youth Male - Ocean M 2 competitors per country 

41 Open Female - Ocean M 2 competitors per country 

42 Open Male - Ocean M 2 competitors per country 

43 Youth Mixed - Ocean Lifesaver Relay 1 team per country (2 Men and 2 Women competitors per team) 

44 Open Mixed - Ocean Lifesaver Relay 1 team per country (2 Men and 2 Women competitors per team) 

End of Competition 

 



 

ATTACHMENT 1 

 

PROTEST AND APPEAL FORM 
  

DATE: .........................................................................................................................................................   

AGE DIVISION (OPEN/YOUTH) AND EVENT: ….....................................................................................   

NAME OF TEAM LODGING PROTEST: ...................................................................................................    

 

I/We formally protest against: ....................................................................................................................   

 ...................................................................................................................................................................   

 ...................................................................................................................................................................   

 ...................................................................................................................................................................   

 ...................................................................................................................................................................   

 ...................................................................................................................................................................   

 ...................................................................................................................................................................   

...................................................................................................................................................................   

 

Grounds for this protest are to be found in the ILS Competition Rule Book/ 2025 ISRC Handbook (delete as 

applicable) on page …….….  Section: ………………. . The circumstances leading to the protest were: 

...................................................................................................................................................................   

 ...................................................................................................................................................................   

 ...................................................................................................................................................................   

 ...................................................................................................................................................................   

 ...................................................................................................................................................................   

 ...................................................................................................................................................................   

 ...................................................................................................................................................................     

SIGNED: ....................................................................................................................................................   

Competitor: ................................................................................................................................................    

Team Manager: ..........................................................................................................................  



 

 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Verbal protest received by (name and forename)  

Verbal protest received at (time)   

Protest Form received by (name and forename)   

Protest Form received at (time)   

Chief Referee’s Decision   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team Advised at (time)    

Chief Referee’s Name and Signature   

Appeal Received at (time)    

Jury of Appeal Decision  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team Advised at (time)    

Jury of Appeal Member Name and Signature    

    

 



 

ATTACHMENT 2 

NATIONAL TEAM ENTRY INFORMATION 

This form is the information you will need to complete entering Athletes and Team Support Staff through your Liveheats Login. 

 

NATION NAME: TEAM DIVISION:                    YOUTH / OPEN / PATHWAYS 

 

TEAM MANAGEMENT 

TITLE FAMILY NAME FIRST NAME E-MAIL MOBILE 

TEAM MANAGER     

ASSISTANT MANAGER     

TEAM COACH     

ASSISTANT COACH     

TEAM MEDIC     

TEAM PHYSIO     

TEAM CHAPERONE     

 

Note: SLSNZ will require proof of WADA or NADO approved Anti-Doping  Education Learning (ADEL) for each registered Team Manager, Coach, Team  

Medico/Paramedic  Officer, and Chaperone.   No ADEL proof is required for  any Team Competition Official.  Please forward proof of ADEL to Tanya Hamilton at 

tanya.hamilton@surflifesaving.org.nz 

mailto:tanya.hamilton@surflifesaving.org.nz


 

 

 

ATHLETES 

TEAM # FAMILY NAME FIRST NAME MAN/WOMAN DATE OF BIRTH 

1     

2     

3     

4     

5     

6     

7     

8     

9     

10     

11     

12     

13     

14     

15     

16     

 

Note: SLSNZ will require proof of WADA or NADO approved Anti-Doping  Education Learning (ADEL) for each athlete Please forward proof of ADEL to Tanya 

Hamilton at tanya.hamilton@surflifesaving.org.nz 

mailto:tanya.hamilton@surflifesaving.org.nz

