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Despite challenging conditions around the country, there were
zero reported drownings between the flags during the
2022/2023 season. Hot weather in the South Island attracted
big crowds, while the North Island was battered by large swells,
further compounded by extreme conditions and demanding
rescues during the Auckland floods and Cyclone Gabrielle. The
dedication and hard work of volunteer surf lifeguards paid off
as they played a crucial role in keeping their communities safe.

SURF LIFEGUARDS COMPLETED

drownings

1 ,524 between the flags

ASSISTS to safety

3

Is . S
betWeen the 112

30,954

PREVENTATIVE actions

249 1,777

SEARCHES at FIRST AID
Aotearoa beaches treatments

It is important to remember that

every person who loses their life
on our coastline is someone with
a whanau and a community who
loves them and misses them @
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The SutfLife Saving National
Excellence honours our amaz
frorﬁ around the country for t
achievements and contributic
2022/2023 season.

Throughout the season, SLS
faced huge challenges, displ:
and teamwork that exemplifie
aspects of the volunteer spiri
showcased their versatility a
their indispensable role as a
service.

Congratulations to every one
work in making sure beachgc
safe and sound to their wha
an inspiration to us all.
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i MEI?IA AND RESCUE A
bp*Media Award

"+ bp Rescue of the Year A

*

LIFESAVING SPORT AW
TSB Official of the Year
TSB Coach of the Year
TSB International Sport Pe
Year

50 YEAR BADGES
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« 1N$TRUCTOR & VOLUN
» " DHL Instructor of the Yea
" DHL Volunteer of the Yea

DISTINGUISHED SERVIC

*  LIFE MEMBERSHIPS

SURF LIFESAVING AWA
Patrol Support of the Yea
London Trophy
Gudsell Trophy
NZ Lottery Grants Board



MESSAGE
Marilyn Mo
SLSNZ Pre

Congratulations to the aw
winners for the 2023 SLS

It is always with great pric
the achievements of our
and off the water, knowinc

and effort goes into traini

achieve the results and b

lifeguard team. The public
appreciates what you do,

accolades on your behalf

generous commitment.

Let’s enjoy celebrating thc
and commitments tonight




MESSAC
Paul Ca
SLSNZ (

Surf lifesaving is a noble pu
essential to, and valued by,
Our members are, of course

At the heart of our collective
individuals who go above a
an outstanding level of com
service. Recognising those
those who will be acknowlec
fills us with pride. Your exce
higher standard for us all.

The SLSNZ Board extends i
gratitude, and congratulatio
winners and finalists for thei
contributions and achieveme

Thank you and go well as we
season ahead. 5
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This year marks our 55th Ye
with bp, making it Aotearoa
commercial partnership. W
thankful for bp’s unwavering
dedicated efforts of their tee
alongside us and bring this
relationship to life.

bp continues to make every
SLSNZ through their suppo
successful bp Leaders for L
They generously provide $5
cards to every single club,
costs for our rescue vehicle
recognise the heroic efforts
lifeguards on a monthly and
through bp’s Rescue of the
Awards. .



y & Head of
®  bpNew

¢

Matt Ellic

Our bp team is hugely pro
standing partnership with €
began in 1968.

Surf Life Saving clubs and
tirelessly on and around ou
nationwide to help make o
safer. We also want to ack
of the Surf Life Saving co
after the severe weather e
year.

Congratulations to all of thi
Awards of Excellence winn
on behalf of all our bp tea
awesome work, we gpprec






The 2022/2023 season was
with the work of surf lifegua
in the media. All areas of th
covered, from our work dur
weather events to the impo
education programme, the
conduct to help keep our c«
the remarkable sporting eve

All of these stories created
for SLSNZ and showcased
lifeguards have on commu
New Zealand. However, ont
1News’ coverage of the TS
Surf Life Saving Champions



Aftef a few years of disruptic
Championships, held in Chr
huge success and also serv
oppoFtunity to connect follo
devastating flooding events
Island.

Journalist Jordan Oppert int
surf lifeguards who had bee
emergency responses. The
of the complex rescues the
and stressed the importance
championships not only as «
but also to unite as a move

SLSNZ would like to thank
engaging story that reached
viewers and showed the incr
athleticism, and team spirit
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RESCUE OF THE YE

" Hawke’s Bay Search and
Bertie Bassett-Foss, Bella Bas
Bennétt, Nathan Berry, Jimm
Bowden, Sarnia Brewer, Tars
Adrienne Brewer, Aidan Callag
Callinicos, John Callinicos, Ge
Mike Connor, Jacob Crawley,
Taylor Dick, Mike Finlayson, J
Ryan Gordon, Brendan Hamil
Harman, Mike Harman, Rhys
Horsefield, Helen Jackson, Mi
Callum Joll, Luke Kay, Ken La
Laurie, James Laver, Will Lave
Harry Machiela, Adrian Machi
Moffitt, Ben Morgan, Tony Pa
Peterson, John Sanko, Calu
Nick Swain, Chris Swain, Tai
Wilson, Olly Wood .



‘. RESCUE OF THE Y.
7 With 'support from the f

Brighton SLSC, Foxton SLS
SLSC, Lyall Bay SLSC, Nort
. Otaki SLSC, Paekakariki SL,
SLSC, South Brighton SLSC
Taylors Mistake SLSC, Titah
Whangamata SLSC, Worser



Cyclone Gabrielle struck Ha
eaﬁly hours of 14 February 2C
flood waters trapping people
landslides destroying homes
infrastructure, and cutting en
Prime Minister Chris Hipkins
and the damage that we are
been experienced in a generz:

When the call went out for h
lifeguards from various regio
Wellington, Kapiti Coast, Ho
Manawatu, Whanganui, and
responded swiftly.

They worked in some of the
impacted areas, such as Esk
Bayview, where they success
over 200 individuals and aide
and pets to safety.



»

“For crews in.inflatable rescue

4 »cong’iﬁon*s on-the water were |
., aryone had experienced befo
jffeguards having to duck und

- and navigate hazards and dek
. people from rooftops and ret

« land.

It was a demanding time for a
as they carried out complex re
leaving their worried friends a
behind, but they did it with co
determination, and with the ce
people always front-of-mind.
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This year, TSB marked eight
parthership with SLSNZ, anc
éupport has made a huge |
public awareness about wat
suppérting the vital work of

This season, surf lifeguards
were tested as they respond
emergencies away from the
flags. TSB was proud to see
carried out during flooding i
Northland and when Cyclone
eastern regions. Volunteers
motu stood up and helped t
when they were at their lowe

We'd like to applaud all the f
tonight. You’re an inspiratio
fellow volunteers. Ka nui te
keep beachgoers safe, and ¢
season ahead.






*Bruee has had an incrediblerye
1o nﬁrﬁerpu:s successful Lifesa
gVents,’not just within the Eas
also on-a natienal scale.

One*c')f Bruee’s notable achiev
creation and distribution of a
survey. This survey helped est
availapility of core Surf Official
Region and National events.

Bruce also served as an Event
inaugural Eastern Regional IRE
Championships and also at the
Regional Championships. Duri
event, Bruce and his team fac
weather challenges.

Bruce then went on to lead the
Zealand Surf Lifesaving Cham
Event Referee, ensuring the s
delivery of all events and the
flow of races. Bruce was also
the planning and execution of,
Surf Boats and Trans-Tasman
Beach.
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" As I;Ie;:ld Laobach of'the Mount
., I:ifeguard Service,he has achi

outstanding success over the
No:cably, the club won its 10th
Allan Gardner Trophy at the T
Surf Life‘Saving Championshig
New Zealand Pool Rescue Ch

In addition to his club respon
has been an ardent supporter
Saving clubs across the count
guidance to other coaches ant
efforts have been instrumenta
development of Lifesaving Sp«
a positive sporting communit
keen eye for identifying areas
and opportunity within the clul

As Katrina Madill, Mount Mau
Member, said, “John is the ba
club and membership. There i
more experience, as hard wor,
selfless as he is.”



Danielle
Mairangi
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" +duripg the 2022/2023 season
-, charge were Danielle McKenzie

he *

SLSNZ athletes once again ma

Jayler.They delivered impressi
peFformances across the Tas
consistency proving to be key
six-event Nutri-Grain Iron Serie
secured an impressive 3rd plac
Cory claimed 4th place.

Danielle had another outstandi
where she won Gold in the Boe
Relay and Mixed Double Ski.
Silver in the Iron and Taplin, as
Bronze in the Double Ski. Her
form carried over to the World
where she won six medals for
including Gold in the Ski.

Cory was named captain of the
the 2022 World Championship:
the front. He showcased his ve
stamina by securing five meda
multiple disciplines including
Rescue, Board Race, and Iron
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Toyota Financial Services
exclusive vehicle partner,
vehicles to support regio
delivery. Vehicles are a n
field or work, and without
charity, this expense wou
burden to our bottom line

Thank you, TFS, for not o
access to a high quality,
vehicles but also connect
of nationwide clubs.
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Peter Brown
Piha SLSC

Peter Housiaux QSM
Otaki SLSC
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Alan Kindred
Muriwai VLS

George Thomson
Piha SLSC

Dr K
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This year holds great significa
Express and SLSNZ as we ce
impressive 20-year partnersh

Our commitment to supporti
vital mission to educate Kiwis
safety remains of utmost imp
deeply appreciate the hard w
dedication of all SLSNZ mem
to ensure the safety of our be
single day.

To mark the 20-year mileston
producing a short film that wi
partnership by highlighting th
achievements of SLSNZ over
decades. 5






*

With 4 million patrol hours
nationwide, over 20,000 li
nearl3; 2 million preventati
our SLSNZ surf lifeguards
these statistics are truly p
demonstrate the dedicatio
volunteers have in keeping
water.

We are thrilled to comme
remarkable 20-year partne
Zealand and on behalf of L
congratulations to all the
Awards of Excellence!
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*Popﬁy’ is wholeheartedly dedi
nurturing the next generation
She Jeads by example and ins
contimue their journey of deve
Surf'Life Saving.

During the 2022/2023 season
significant role in Surf Lifegua
instruction at Omanu Beach S
actively contributed to the Ba
through her role as an examin
exemplifying her unwavering c
lifesaving.

Poppy is also committed to pe
and development; she consis
participates in refresher cour
enthusiastically engages in ne
that enhance her already imp

She serves as a positive influen
around her, instilling in memb
purpose and camaraderie tha
unnoticed.






4Jes§‘h'as beéq managing the

Searrch-ahd'Rescue callout sq
her Work arbund Cyclone Gab
ou’estandlng She proactively p
event, weeks in advance, lead
with autkhority and respect.

When Cyclone Gabrielle did e
Jess left her young family to sj
the centre of the major rescue
Hawke’s Bay. The Search and
consisting of over 30 member:
inflatable rescue boats, condu
search and rescue operations
coordination. She led this tea
territories but despite being te
ways, Jess remained approac
compassionate.

As Helen Jackson, Ocean Bea
Director of Sport, said, “From &
Jess, we want to thank you fo
tirelessly, for all that you have
that you do.”
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“Wade is a vital dsset to SLSNZ

."* scharge of the maintenance of
. eduipm’ent,*manages patrols, &
,ébundance of-knowledge rega

. craft and beach conditions to t

*

Ho\/\;ever, Wade’s contributions
- the technical aspects of his rol
builder with his community, co
engaging with fellow members
Whether he’s discussing the la
conditions, fishing prospects, ¢
club activities, Wade is always
and eager to connect.

He also actively participants in
making process such as flag p
hazard identification which ma
safer for everyone.

Wade is indispensable to the
His unwavering commitment to.
proactive approach, and unma
competence benefit everyone;,
youngest rookies to seasoned
and the broader public. il
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-, Boyd is the perfect example ¢

* *

Saving motto “In It For Life’ as
spans many decades.

After first obtaining his Surf L
1983, Boyd quickly moved th
by qualifying as an instructor
surf lifeguard and IRB exami

Since then, Boyd has continu
upskill. His Regional Service i
Bay of Plenty Chief Surf Lifeg
and acting Chief IRB Examine
being an instructor for other
such as Rock Rescue and We
Boyd is currently a SAR call ©
member and sits on the Bay ¢
Lifeguard and Bay of Plenty C
Committee. Boyd’s also bee
instructor, cadets coach, and
35 years.
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Ata national level,"Boyd is p
Examiner Committee and is
feedback group for all chang
examlnatlon/lnstructlon fors
is a member of the panel for
Month, and a mentor for the
Life programme.

In 2022, Boyd was awarded
Lifeguard of the Year and the
the Lottery Grants Board Ne
Lifequard of the Year. His se
commitment was again highl
when he won the Gisborne P
the year.

Over the years, Boyd has bet
his service by receiving the
Distinguished Service Award
Service Award, and Eastern
Membership.
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Joanne
Sunset Be
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. Joahne joined the Sunset Beac

x

x
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"+ that, an examiner. She has bee

» " becoming a surf lifeguard in 20

*  # *

x

"Junior and Rdokie Co-ordinato
For 15 years, she ¢arried out t
training junior ‘coaches along t

betame an instructor in 2012 2

Chief,Instructor and Club Searc
Co-ordinator since 2020 and h
Sunset Beach SLSC Board sin
Joanne has also organised the
for club members and was the
to the Northern Region. She h
other roles, such as being resp
methoxyflurane.

Regionally, Joanne has been i
various committees and group
Junior Operations Committee,
Advisory Group, and Northern
Committee. She is a surf officie
the surf official course, and hg
Surf Official Liaison Officer anc
Administrator. )
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*

Joanne is also a Surf First A
Facilitator Refresher Assess
Region Chief Examiner for
and iS a member of the Trai
Group, and Northern Leade
also the Chair of the Northe
Awards Committee and will
up her tenure on the SLSNF
years.

At the national level, Joanne
to committees like the Junic
and the Surf Official Revie
serves on the National Hon
Committee.
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dcross all levels of Surf Life S

* * *

Benny has delivered outstand

three.decades, starting off as
Ilfeguard in 1974

Throughout his involvement
Saving clubs, he has occupie
officer positions and earned
at Orewa SLSC last year.

Currently, Benny services as
Director for Orewa SLSC whil
on the Board. He also remain
engaged as a surf lifeguard, |
plays a pivotal role in the club

At a regional level, he’s been
member of several committee
he’s currently a member of th
Advisory Group, and for 11 ye
examiner and previously sat ¢
Examiners Committee.



* *_Benny’s dedication extends

* x

administration. In his earlier
as an athlete, representing t
Region in the early 1980s.

He has also established hi
surf official, renowned natio
received regional and natio
as Arena Referee and Event
Boat Series.

Benny's contribution to surf
beyond official records; he ¢
out minor tasks and activel
wide variety of activities. Th
unwavering commitment to
every level.






Bruce Joméd Malrangl Bay S
held many roles, including Ju
Captain, Club Instructor, Boa
Ca]otain;and Nipper Co-ordi
served as a surf lifeguard fro
1990

In 2004, Bruce joined Omanu
Saving Club as an active surf
took on roles such as Compe
and played a pivotal role in in
boats to Omanu. Bruce even
club's first surf boat with his ¢
got surf boats up and running

Bruce has been a Surf Officia
became a member of the Ba
Regional Surf Officials Com
these roles he's assisted at
events across the Bay of Ple



* On t*h‘e national stage, Bruce
roles. He served as Chair o
Advisory Group, was appoi
Zealand Appointed Event Re
Surf Official courses, partici
selection process and took
responsibilities of Team Ma
Blacks and New Zealand S

He has also attended nume
events and is set to assist a
world championships in Aus
For the last two years, Bruc
event referee for Eastern Re
Championships and is the ¢
Event Referee at Surf Natio
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*éheryl’firét ‘qualified-as a suff
-and_has sirtce been a membet
Lyall Bay, United North Piha, ¢
and Papamoa Surf Life Saving
current membership at Mt Ma
l_ifeg*uargl Service.

During her early years she wa
Captain and Surf Sport compe
also spent many years as a te
volunteer coach.

At a regional level, Sheryl has
committees, assisted with offi
acted as a team manager for :

At a national level, Sheryl has
different roles, including as a
and as an appointed New Zea
over 10 years.

She currently chairs the Awart
committee, Hall of Fame Co
21 club.

Sheryl is a true champion for §
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.Spencer has been involved wit
Savmg since 2005 In the earl
a member of Talrua SLSC befa
Rauanui. *

Ald'ng with being an active me
Search and Rescue squad, Spt
Instructs and audits. He has b
instrumental in keeping the IRE
and is an avid IRB race compe
He’s always had a passion and
the power craft space, and thi
the time he dedicates to this a

Club governance and represen
been a large part of Spencer’s
Surf Life Saving, including time
He is always looking out for me
ensuring they have the best ex
possible, offering guidance or
hand if needed.

He has devoted countless hou
and region, stepping up into ro
needed. But it’s not just others
develop, as he’s always searc
opportunities to develop hirﬁs
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Dion Wi

Wainui
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Dlom Wllllams has been invol
Savmg hIS entire life, a passic
through generations in his fa
stangl?ng connection with Wa

Stérting as a junior at Wainui
his Surf Lifeguard Award in 1¢
active surf lifeguard, Regiona
instructor, national surf officia
mentor, and club captain.

He’s also an active member
Committee and also sits on t
National Sport Committees.

He’s coached the Gisborne
team and has travelled to Jap
New Zealand coaching team
Cup.

Following these impressive ac
the level of commitment sho
made a Life Member of Wain
Eastern Region.



Dien’s influence extends fa
he has been instrumental i
growth of many individuals,
offering assistance with a “
attitude.

He embodies the essence ¢
has invested their heart and
Life Saving movement, de
unwavering passion and co

He has been a role model &
many members over the ye
to inspire others with a lifeti
volunteer doing what he lo



*
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-John's incredible 51-year corr
Surf Life Saving movement is
his unwavering dedication.

From'a family deeply rooted i
SLSC'’s history, John’s extens
within the club spans nearly e
including his current position
President, following 16 years
Manager and seven years as (
has also patrolled for around ¢
continuing to instruct surf lifec

In recognition of his exceptio
Orewa SLSC awarded John
Distinguished Service award
Membership in 2008.

Regionally, he has been a me
Northern Region Allocations C
past seven years. He now sits a
Committee. Additionally, he’s
both regional and national lev
marshal to a chief judge and






Bruce has had an incredible
to numerous successful Life
events not just within the E
also on a national scale.

One of Bruce’s notable ach
creation and distribution of
survey. This survey helped
availability of core Surf Offic
Region and National events

Bruce also played a pivotal
skill development of Surf O
organised opportunities for
undertake mentoring on the
events.



Among Bruce’s key responsik
§‘easpn,vyefe his contributions
leadership in several teams.
Event Referee at the inaugura
Regionatl IRB Championships
and also at the Eastern Regio
Chamipionships at Mt Maung
latter event, Bruce and his tea
significant weather challenges
demonstrated adaptability, cre
flexibility to ensure the races ¢
smoothly.

Bruce’s dedication didn’t stog
on to lead the TSB New Zeale
Lifesaving Championships as
Referee, ensuring the success
events and the uninterrupted
Bruce was also instrumental in
and execution of the North Isl
and Trans-Tasman event at
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*éheryl’firét ‘qualified-as a surf
-and_has sirtce been a membet
Lyall Bay, United North Piha, ¢
and Papamoa Surf Life Saving
current membership at Mt Ma
l_ifeg*uargl Service.

During her early years she wa
Captain and Surf Sport compe
also spent many years as a te
volunteer coach.

At a regional level, Sheryl has
committees, assisted with offi
acted as a team manager for :

At a national level, Sheryl has
different roles, including as a
and as an appointed New Zea
over 10 years.

She currently chairs the Awart
committee, Hall of Fame Co
21 club.

Sheryl is a true champion for §
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y »Rosé Joined Papamoa SLSC

tlme hé refreshed his Surf Life
whlch he had originally obtain
During this time, Ross has hel
within the club, ranging from
to chairperson.

In 2011, Ross became an offic
recognition as Official of the
selected to serve as an officia
Championships in Adelaide.

Currently, Ross is senior me
Papamoa’s SAR squad, and
knowledge of health and safe
instrumental in shaping the cl
with safety being the top prio

Furthermore, Ross took on the
project manager and chairper
rebuild of the Papamoa SLSC
and expertise ensured that the
effectively cater to the growin
years to come.
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] one of New Zealand’s rugged

Kev1n has been a frontllne su
over 50 yea*rs and is still curre

beaches at Muriwai, near Auc
has been awarded Life Memb

In 2010 he was awarded a Dis
Service Award by SLSNZ and
Northern. Most recently, in 20
awarded Life Membership anc
Service Badge by Surf Life Sa

In 2014, he was awarded the
New Zealand Award for his “
contribution to water safety”
Medal by the Lifesaving Fount
international recognition of “h
contribution to the saving of li
drowning.” He was made an C
New Zealand Order of Merit i
Honours list 2015 for “service
safety”.
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". honorary academic in Physic

»

x
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Revinis a retired Principal Le

the Wniversity of Auckland’s
Education. Some of his othe
positions include member of
Advisory Committee for the
Drowning Report, member o
Lifesaving Federation (ILS) R
Information Committee, co-c
International Task Force on C
Drowning Prevention, founda
the New Zealand Drowning
Council, and Foundation Cha
WaterSafe Auckland Inc (WA
2012.

Kevin has had a lifelong com
drowning prevention as a su
researcher, and educator.
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Michelle
Red Bea
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Micretie’s journey jn Surf Life

1987 whén she joined Red Bea
earned her Surf Medalllon The
she became an instructor and
the club’s Surf Committee.

During her three years as Chief
Michelle put through an impres
Lifeguard Awards. In 1994, sh
Auckland Surf Lifesaving Boarc
has been officiating at a numbe
national and international even
consecutive seasons as a surf
and 27 years as a National Offi
has also served on a number o
including the SLSNR Honours
Committee and has chaired the
Appointment Panel for the No
and the Red Beach Surf Club C

In 2009, Michelle was inducted:
Club, and was made a Life Me
the Red Beach SLSC (2020) ai
Saving Northern Region (2021)
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Mike joined Taylors Mistake
has immiersed himself in all
Junior Surf coaching, Event
the 2023 TSB New Zealand
Championships, surf lifegua
and being on the Internatio
Federation Operation Com

Regionally, Mike holds mult
examiner, facilitator, Region
Committee member, and pa
evident Mike is highly valuec
for his extensive experience
particularly in health and sa
lifesaving matters.



At the national level, Mike ¢
actively engaged in many a
skills are highly valued. Spe
frequently participates in tre
development of new trainin
selection of key personnel f

His meticulous attention to
development, and refineme
documentation, as well as
with the current position of
meticulous. Mike thoroughl
contributing at this level anc
transfer back down to all cl
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Mark became a member of
Saving movement in 1983

Brighton SLSC in Otago. His
unwavering commitment to
him the esteemed status of
2002. Subsequently, Mark e
significant journey within S
served in various roles for s
journey led him from Welling
Maunganui.

Upon relocating to Mount
extended his exceptional se
commitment to the moveme
Omanu Beach SLSC.



His continued dedication tc
addition to his ongoing con
prior Club, exemplifies a life
to the principles of Surf Life

In addition to his remarkabl
level and his employment a
assumed the role of Black
Manager, guiding the team
world championship titles.
devotion and unwavering p
Saving set an exemplary stz
community.
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During the 2022/2023 season
demonstrated remarkable dec
expertise irrjust about all aspe
lifesaving. She dedicated ove
club-level patrolling and assu
role as the primary facilitator ¢
Club’s Surf Lifeguard Award
played a crucial role in certifyi
lifeguards, investing time and
training, and enhancing the sk
candidates while also travellin
beaches within the region to
examinations.

Samantha was also a membe
Membership Development Co
served as a facilitator for all S
Northern development camp
demanding responsibilities, s
the importance of upskilling y



During the 2022/2023 seasc
took charge of organising a
Wahine on Water events thr
Island - an event designed t
encourage females to beco
She passionately advocates
female representation in IRE
fantastic role model, activel
IRB racing herself.

The countless hours and un
commitment that Samantha
surf community are truly im
an exceptional example of ¢
excellence.
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