
 

Signals Puzzle September 2023 l Surf Life Saving New Zealand 

Signals Puzzle 

Instructions  
1. Print these puzzles out and cut them up.  

2. Instructors then need to muddle up the puzzle 
pieces. 

3. Place the pictures and definitions upside down on a 
table or floor. 

4. In groups of 2-4, candidates take turns flipping 
one card over at a time. The aim of this activity is 
to match the picture with the definition of what 
each signal is showing. 

5. Share back to the whole group and make any 
adjustments where needed. 

Note: these puzzles would be great to use as a 
revision task or to develop further understanding. 
 

 
 

To attract attention 
from land to sea 



 
 

 

 

Message understood 

 

To attract attention from 
land to sea 

 

Remain stationary 

 

Proceed further out to sea 



 
 

 

 

Proceed in the direction indicated 

 

Return to shore 

 

OK signal 

 

Pick up swimmers 



 
 

 

 

All clear 

 

Shore signal received  
and understood 

 

Danger flag 
Fly this red flag from your clubhouse in 

place of the patrol flag when sea 
conditions are too dangerous to designate 

a patrolled area on the beach 

 

Assistance required 



 
 

 

 

Warning – Sharks 
Used when there is a shark sighting 

 

Warning – Jellyfish 
Placed on the beach to indicate there are 
jellyfish present either in the water or on 

the beach 

 

Warning – Swimming  
not advised 

Used to indicate swimming is not advised 
in the indicated area. If the surf is too 
dangerous to set out patrol flags, then 

these signs are placed on the beach along 
with the danger flag. 

 
 

Warning – Strong currents 
Placed on the beach to indicate to 
beach-goers that there are strong 

currents present 



 

 

Patrol flag 
This flag indicates surf lifeguard 

patrolled areas 

 

Swim between the flags sign 
Used together with the patrol flag, this flag 

indicates surf lifeguard patrolled areas. 
Swim between flags sign can also be used 
separately at beach access ways and other 
areas to indicate where the flagged area is. 
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