
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Surf Life Saving New Zealand Sport Otago, Sargood Sport House, 40 Logan Park Drive, Dunedin 9016 

PO Box 969, Dunedin 9054.  www.surflifesaving.org.nz 

Date: 1st July 2023  

To: All SLSNZ Clubs, Club Powercraft Officers & IRB Drivers 

From: SLSNZ National Health & Safety Advisor 

Subject: SAFETY ALERT – IRB Throttle return spring  

 

Greetings Club Powercraft Officers and IRB Drivers,  

 

As the winter training gears up, it is a great time to share a reminder to be running through the full 

IRB engine setup prior to going out for your training sessions. 

  

 
 

We had an incident last season where the throttle return spring didn’t work effectively and an IRB 

went for a trip down the coast on its own for 22km. There have also been other reports of the IRB 

throttle return spring not working effectively. 
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If you are carrying out the engine set up procedure and find that your throttle return spring is not 

operating correctly, there are a couple of common areas that can contribute to this. 

If the throttle arm friction bolt, the throttle cam Phillips screw, or the 13mm actuator arm nyloc nut 

are too tight, they may cause binding up of the throttle.  

 

 
 

Also a little CRC at each of the throttle system joints can also help! 

 

If the throttle return spring is not functioning correctly during the pre-operation check, then do not 

use that engine and label it accordingly for rectification. 

 

If you have any specific questions we would encourage you to talk with your Club Powercraft Officer 

or call SLSNZ’s National Powercraft Officer – Dave Hickey on 027 280 6420  

 

If you have any other general Health and Safety matters you would like to chat about please give 

me a call anytime.  

 

Thanks again and stay safe this winter,  

 

 
 

Scott Weatherall 

National Health & Safety Advisor 

Surf Life Saving New Zealand 

 

m 027 440 4700 

e scott.weatherall@surflifesaving.org.nz   
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