
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Surf Life Saving New Zealand Sport Otago, Sargood Sport House, 40 Logan Park Drive, Dunedin 9016 

PO Box 969, Dunedin 9054.  www.surflifesaving.org.nz 

Date: 15th of November 2022 

To: RWC Club & Region Controllers 

From: Scott Weatherall (National Health & Safety Advisor)  

Subject: Rescue Water Craft (RWC) Sled Safety Notice  

 

Hi Team, 
  
The SLSNZ National Lifesaving Manager, National Powercraft Officer, and I have been informed of several near 
misses involving the RWC Sleds that currently do not meet our specifications.  
  
All RWC sled’s with two long handles (last change grab handles) at the back of the sled do not meet our current 
specifications and we are asking you to please immediately remove these sleds from operation or permanently 
remove these handles. Please see photo attached. 
  
It has become evident that there is a risk of entrapment with these handles mainly through PFD or Fin Belt 
buckles becoming caught.  
  
The specifications state that “Handles should not have a centre height of more than 90mm from the deck of the 
board.” When this was written, this was specifically to mitigate the risk of entrapment and these handles are well 
beyond the 90mm limit. 
  
These sleds in their standard configuration are not within specification, pose a risk to users, and are therefore not 
approved for use in SLSNZ operations at all. 
  
The Powercraft Advisory Group (PAG) will be starting a review shortly of all RWC policies, procedures, and 
specifications – if you are interested in assisting with this we would encourage you to register your interest with 
Dave Hickey by emailing david.hickey@surflifesaving.org.nz 
  
 Additional to the above it is opportune to inform RWC Operators:  
  

 When the crewperson/rescue swimmer is on the sled they should be wearing their fins on their feet. (this 
is being taught as best practice on the RWC course)  

 
Yours in safety in the surf,  
 

 
 
 

Scott Weatherall 
Health & Safety Advisor 
Surf Life Saving New Zealand 
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Example of the Long Handles of 

concern 
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