
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Surf Life Saving New Zealand Sport Otago, Sargood Sport House, 40 Logan Park Drive, Dunedin 9016 
PO Box 969, Dunedin 9054.  www.surflifesaving.org.nz 

Date: 17th April 2023  

To: All Clubs and Members 

From: Scott Weatherall (National Health & Safety Advisor)  

Subject: SAFETY ALERT – IRB BOW JUMPING  

 
ATTENTION: Surf Life Saving Clubs 
 
Recently as part of my role I investigated and spoke with the crew involved in an incident where a 
serious injury occurred during bow jumping in 2m surf.  
 
SLSNZ appreciate members want to have fun while on patrol and taking part in Surf Life Saving 
activities and we want that too but this cannot include high risk activities where members sustain 
serious injuries. 
 
I visited the injured crewperson (14 year old female) in the paediatric hospital four days after her 
injury and this would be one of the most challenging things I have done in my 30 plus year Surf Life 
Saving career – fortunately she was cleared of any significant spinal injuries although she is having 
and will continue to live with the effects of concussion (a head injury) for the weeks and months to 
come.  
 
SLSNZ does not support members or clubs doing bow and/or pontoon jumping and ask that his 
activity stops to alleviate future injuries please.  
 
If you are aware of this activity or see this activity please take the time to educate the members 
involved as to why we don’t do Bow/Pontoon Jumping anymore and that reason is simply we are 
injuring our people and if they managed to do the activity without injury their potential is extremely 
high of a spinal or head injury the next time they do it. 
 
I am more than comfortable for any members to call and discuss this or any health & safety matter 
at anytime. 
 
Yours in keeping our members safe, 
 

 
Scott Weatherall 
National Health & Safety Advisor 
Surf Life Saving New Zealand 
 
m 027 440 4700 
e scott.weatherall@surflifesaving.org.nz   
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