
 
 

 

Date: 15 February 2022 

To: All Clubs, members & staff 

From: Lewis McClintock - National Sport Manager   

Subject: 2022 TSB Surf Lifesaving Championships – CANCELLATION  

 

Overview 

 

It is with great regret that I have to inform the membership that Surf Life Saving New Zealand has 

made the incredibly difficult decision to cancel the 2022 TSB Surf Lifesaving Championships 

(Masters & Seniors) that were to be held at New Brighton SLSC from March 10-13. 

 

SLSNZ Regional & National Staff will continue to work closely with local & Regional Sport Committees 

to determine alternative options that meet the needs of their members and can be resourced 

appropriately and delivered safely in the CPF RED restrictions. 

 

SLSNZ will also work with our High Performance management to investigate additional or alternative 

racing options in preparation for the 2022 Lifesaving World Championships. 

 

Returning to New Brighton in 2023 or 2024 is a priority to ensure the South Island does not miss out 

on hosting this pinnacle event, and all participants get the full Nationals experience. 

 

Background 

 

As outlined in our communication on February 4th, it was our intention to continue with the plans to 

run the event, which we acknowledged would come with significant uncertainty and risks and potential 

cancellation further down the track.  This decision was taken on the basis of receiving strong and clear 

messages from clubs and individuals that they wanted to see all efforts taken for the event to proceed 

and for the decision around the Covid risks to be left with clubs and individuals to make. 

 

Now that clubs, athletes and volunteers have had the opportunity to assess these risk factors, the 

messaging we are getting has switched in the opposite direction.  Of particular concern to them is the 

potential of any North Island participant to have to self-isolate in Christchurch for 7-10 days if they 

catch Covid or are a close contact, and the logistics and cost of that for younger athletes who did not 

have their parents travelling with them.  This has led to calls to cancel the event or relocate all or part 

of it to the North Island. 

 

From an SLSNZ perspective if North Island participants are not prepared to take the risk of inter-

island travel, they cannot then expect that same risk be passed on to South Island participants, just 

because there are fewer of them.  The risk is the risk, and if it is not acceptable to the majority then 

it should not be acceptable for everyone.   

 

The reality of what the modified experience would be in order to stay within the CPF restrictions has 

also influenced a lot of participants to not enter, as the return on their investment (or time and money) 

would not meet their expectations. 

 

We are also seeing Covid numbers escalate in line with a trend of doubling every four days, which 

would see daily case numbers in the tens of thousands by early March, further increasing the chance 

of partial or complete cancellation at the last minute.   

 

 

https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/media/995766/slsnz-memo-2022-competitions-update-040222.pdf


 
 

Decision 

 

As we navigate the ongoing challenges of operating within the COVID Protection Framework 

restrictions, it is clear that the most appropriate decision is to cancel the event and look to support 

smaller, localised events for the membership instead.  

 

The reasons for the decision are: 

 

COVID-19 

 The clear message we are now receiving from the membership that inter-island travel is too 

much of a risk in the current environment, which will only get worse with the predicted 

increasing number of COVID-19 cases and close-contact locations in the community. 

 The increasing potential for the event to have attendees that are COVID-19 positive and/or 

close contacts, causing cancellations of parts of the already reduced programme.    

 The ongoing uncertainty of the wider situation across all of NZ and therefore increasing 

likelihood of cancellation closer to the event, or other changes in Government policy that impact 

people’s ability to travel to and from the event (e.g. localised lockdowns). 

 

Entries/ Programme 

 Current entries are only 50-60% of normal National Championship levels, and will drop 

significantly below these as a number of North Island clubs have indicated that if the event 

proceeds in the South Island only a small number of those they have entered will actually 

travel.  

o For example of the 31 Boat Crews entered, less than 20 would attend as clubs advised 

in their entry they had only entered more on the chance that the event would be 

relocated to Waihi.   

o A further 20-30% reduction in numbers is anticipated even without an increase in the 

risk of Covid-19 spreading in the community. 

 While the low number of entries would have allowed for all events within the competition to be 

completed, these same low numbers have resulted in significantly shortened programmes 

which fundamentally undermine the integrity and value of the event.  As outlined in the 

Appendices, all grades in the Ocean/ Beach competition will only get 2-3 hours of racing across 

the whole event, assuming they progress to every final. 

 The likelihood that increasing COVID-19 numbers in the community would result in even further 

withdrawals of volunteers and competitors, further decreasing both the ability to deliver the 

event, the level of competition, racing time,  overall experience and perceived value for the 

membership. 

 

Volunteer Support 

 Volunteers are at the heart of our movement and we cannot deliver competitions without their 

time, knowledge and expertise. The current situation has meant we have significant operational 

capacity and capability issues that would impact our ability to deliver the event efficiently, 

safely and to the standard required of a National Championship event. 

 

 

SLSNZ acknowledges that the decision to cancel along with the numerous other recently modified, 

postponed or cancelled competitions will have a negative impact on individuals, clubs and our entire 

movement both now and in the future and so hope that clubbies will support each other and focus on 

the opportunities that are still available.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Future Event Schedule 

 

As the event schedule for Nationals for next year (2023) and beyond has not yet been set, we will 

now look to reschedule in the coming two years the two event venues (Christchurch and Ohope) that 

have missed out hosting due to Covid-19 in the last two seasons. 

 

Again, we acknowledge that this announcement will come as a huge frustration and disappointment 

to everyone who has committed significant time, training, commitment and financial resource into 

preparing for this competition and can only thank you for your contribution to your clubs and SLSNZ 

and for your understanding in this matter.  

 

If there are any further questions, please get in touch. 

 

Lewis McClintock 

National Sport Manager 

Surf Life Saving New Zealand 

Lewis.mcclintock@surflifesaving.org.nz  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Member Wellbeing 

SLSNZ recognises that cancelling another competition will have a significant impact on clubs, coaches, 

officials, competitors, volunteers and supporters. We also understand that this and the unpredictability 

of COVID can have a direct impact on member wellbeing. SLSNZ promotes the proactive use of its 

wellbeing services so we encourage people to reach out for a chat if things are more stressful now. 

You can get support about anything; it does not have to be SLS/Sport related.  

 

Free, confidential counselling 

 Benestar is the counselling and wellbeing provider for SLSNZ members.  

 All active and current members and their immediate families have access to fully funded 

counselling and wellbeing resources through Benestar 

 Benestar have counsellors throughout New Zealand who can be selected and booked online by 

the user. They also can be booked by phone.  

 To access visit www.surflifesaving.org.nz/wellbeing or call 0800 360364 

Peer Support 

 SLSNZ now have trained Peer Supporters in all regions nationwide.   

 Peer Supporters are clubbies that are able to provide confidential support on a range of issues 

including mental health concerns.   

 If you or another member needs some extra support or a chat, do not hesitate to get in touch 

with a Peer Supporter.  

 For any questions about wellbeing support for your team, you are welcome to get in touch with 

Ari Peach, the National Wellbeing Lead for SLSNZ (021 040 6313) 

  

mailto:Lewis.mcclintock@surflifesaving.org.nz
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/wellbeing


 
 

Appendix 1- 2022 TSB Surf Life Saving Championships – Masters Entries 

 

Ocean/Beach 

  Male Female 

All Age Groups (20) 51 22 

 

 

Surf Canoes (crews)  Surf Boats (crews) 

Age Group Male Female  Age Group Male Female 

120-159      120-159   1 

160-199 5    160-199     

200-239 5 1  200-239 2   

240+ 1    240+     

Total 11 1  Total 2 1 

 

As the focus of this competition is heavily weighted to the social aspects, and being in Masters 

precludes athletes from taking part in other age groups later in the competition the entries for this 

competition are low, and 67% of all Masters entrants are from the Southern Region. 

 

Appendix 2 - 2022 TSB Surf Life Saving Championships – Senior Entries 

 

Ocean/Beach 

Age Group Male Female Total 

Open 71 47 118 

U19 59 55 114 

U17 87 98 185 

U15 63 77 140 

Total 280 277 557 

    

Surf Boats (crews) 

Age Group Male Female Total 

Open 5 7 12 

U23 4 6 10 

U19 3 6 9 

Total 12 19 31 

    

Surf Canoes (crews) 

Age Group Male Female Total 

Open 11 10 21 

U19 5 4 9 

Total 16 14 30 

 

As noted earlier, many of these entries were submitted on the basis of the event possibly being 

relocated to the North Island and do not reflect that actual number that will travel to Christchurch 

(e.g. surfboats will drop by at least 1/3).  Surf Canoe canoes will be the exception for this as already 

75% of entrants are Southern Region Teams. 

 

 

  



 
 

Appendix 3- 2022 TSB Surf Life Saving Championships – Programme & Timings Example 

 

  Male  Female 

Event/Age Group U15 U17 U19 Open  U15 U17 U19 Open 

Beach Flags F F F F  F F F F 

Beach Sprint 5H/3S/F 6H/3S/F 3H/F 3H/F  6H/3S/F 6H/3S/F 3H/F 2H/F 

2km Run F F F F  F F F F 

Board  4H/2S/F 5H/3S/F 4H/2S/F 3H/F  5H/3S/F 5H/3S/F 3H/F 2H/F 

RSR 2H/F 2H/F F F  2H/F 2H/F F F 

Surf Race 2H/F 2H/F F F  2H/F F F F 

Ski Race 3H/F 4H/2S/F 4H/2S/F 3H/F  4H/2S/F 4H/2S/F 3H/F 2H/F 

Diamond 4H/2S/F        5H/3S/F       

Iron   4H/2S/F 3H/F 2H/F    4H/2S/F 2H/F 2H/F 

          

Beach Relay F F F F  F F F F 

Surf Teams F F F F  F F F F 

Ski Relay   F F F    F F F 

Double Ski     F F      F F 

Board Relay F F F F  F F F F 

Taplin Relay F F F F  F F F F 

Tube Rescue 3H/F 2H/F F F  3H/F 2H/F F F  

Board Rescue 3H/F 3H/F 3H/F 2H/F  4H/2S/F 4H/2S/F 2H/F F  

Total Races 47 53 37 29  57 54 29 24 

Total Racing Time  2.5 Hours 3 hours 2.5 Hours 2 hours  3 hours 3 hours 2 hours 2 hours 
 

The draft programme & timings are based on entry numbers and as noted above.  In reality these will 

decrease significantly and therefore further reducing the number of races and therefore racing time. 

 

As outlined in previous communications, each age/gender would be split over morning and afternoon 

sessions resulting in each age/gender being delivered over two half-day sessions. 

 

Due to the low number of races, breaks between each race and event would be required to balance 

athlete work/rest ratios resulting in 1.5-2 hour worth of breaks in each 4 hour session.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


