
NT174-21 National Operations Circular – COVID

Date: 8th October 2021

To: All Members

From: Chief Operations Officer

Description: An update on current COVID operational guidance

Action Requested: Read, understand and comply

During the course of this week, SLSNZ has made representation to and sought guidance from the ‘All
of Govt’ COVID Response Group (Dept. of the Prime Minister & Cabinet) and NZ Police to be able to
provide clarity to Clubs and Members who wish to provide a lifeguard service on their beaches, a SAR
service to support NZ Police and to train to provide these services, particularly under COVID Alert
Level 3.

As a result, at 11:59pm last night (7th Oct), Government made a change to the COVID-19 Public
Health Response Act 2020 to provide an exemption to “ lifesaving, maritime assistance, search, and
rescue services (including training, patrolling, and other work needed to ensure preparedness for
those services) provided by the Royal New Zealand Coastguard and Surf Life Saving New Zealand”,
which provides a much clearer framework for SLSNZ Clubs and members to operate under.

We have also obtained guidance from Sport New Zealand on what is deemed appropriate for our
members wishing to train for Life Saving Sport.

As such we are now in a position to reissue the updated SLSNZ Capability/Operational Compliance
Matrix. I am pleased to say that the guidance we have been issuing to date has been deemed
appropriate and so the changes shown in red are not significant.

We urge Clubs and Members to continue to check the SLSNZ Covid webpage for all COVID related
guidance, including the SLSNZ COVID-19 Operational Safety Plan TEMPLATE and the new additional
information relating to the delivery of sport events, physical recreation, training and Junior surf.

Please direct any questions to;

Adam Wooler
Chief Operations Officer
021 500 279
adam.wooler@surflifesaving.org.nz

Surf Life Saving New Zealand
www.surflifesaving.org.nz

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2021/0310/latest/LMS565526.html
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2021/0310/latest/LMS565526.html
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/media/995406/surf-lifesaving-capability-operational-compliance-matrix-for-covid-19_v14-updated-08-oct-2021.pdf
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/media/995406/surf-lifesaving-capability-operational-compliance-matrix-for-covid-19_v14-updated-08-oct-2021.pdf
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/club-management/health-safety/covid-19-updates
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/media/994600/slsnz-covid-19-operational-safety-plan-template_feb-2021.docx
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/media/995420/slsnz-memo-sport-physical-recreation-training-junior-surf-in-covid-19-l2-3-18-october.pdf
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