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CLUB: Ruakaka Surf Life Saving Club and
Waipu Cove Surf Life Saving Club
SURF LIFEGUARDS: Harry Mellor, Jack Malin,
Jack Davies, Wynton Brick, Oscar Dove, Kath
Manning, Tim Manning, Jake McClure, Brenna
Ahrens, Brie Downey, Eva Williams, Maia
Barbuzza, Tania Ahrens, Joel Ahrens, Ben
McKernan, Adam McKernan, John-Michael
Swannix, Rob Howes and Dan Short.
The search for, and recovery of, the body of a crab-fisherman
who died at Uretiti Beach in Bream Bay on Christmas Day
2019 involved volunteer and seasonally employed Surf
Lifeguards from Ruakaka and Waipu Cove Surf Life Saving
Clubs.
Surf Life Saving was alerted to a crab-fisherman in distress
off Uretiti Beach in Bream Bay just after 10.15am. Those
involved instantly recognised the severity of the call based on
the history of similar incidents in the area.
An IRB and Rescue Water Craft from Ruakaka, and an IRB
from Waipu Cove quickly responded. More resources arrived,
including Northland Emergency Services Trust Helicopter, St
John Ambulance and Fire and Emergency NZ. A vessel of
opportunity from a Coastguard mayday call was helping,
Coastguard's Marsden Rescue and a Northland Search and
Rescue Coordinator were en route, and Coastguard's Air
Patrol was tasked.

By 11.15am beach numbers were increasing and the Callout
Squads for both Waipu Cove and Ruakaka beaches were
called on to join the remaining guards for normal patrolling.
Rip currents at Waipu Cove were starting to form when two
Surf Lifeguards noticed two swimmers within the flags
starting to go beyond their depth, unaware they were slowly
being pulled out of the safe area.
Lifeguards tried to warn them with their whistles and tubes
from the beach but the swimmers were heading towards a
rip. One of the Surf Lifeguards entered the water with his
tube and fins and reached the swimmers just as they were
becoming distressed. He returned them safely to shore and
patrol continued.
It was now 11.30am and Surf Lifeguards from Ruakaka
Emergency Call Out Squad had also joined the search for
the missing man. At 11.53am the Northland Rescue
Helicopter saw his body and the Waipu IRB, with assistance
from a Surf Lifeguard in the water, pulled the deceased man
into the boat and returned him to shore.
Although the outcome was tragic, overall it was a very
professional and planned response from all Surf Lifeguards
involved. Because of these lifeguards, the deceased man
was able to be returned to his family on Christmas Day and
because of the efforts from the lifeguards who stayed to
maintain patrol, two lives were also saved.

