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Surf Life Saving is grateful for the support from our
principal funder
Over the last ten years the New Zealand Lottery Grants Board has, through
their annual grants process allocated close to $20m to Surf Life Saving
throughout New Zealand.
In 2006 / 2007 the Outdoor Safety Committee allocated $2.3m to Surf Life
Saving. Without these funds we would struggle to sustain the level of service
currently provided by Surf Lifeguards throughout New Zealand.
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heads up...
Patrol Competitions
Patrol teams’ competitions are gaining momentum. With

NZ Team 3 Zip

the demise of R and R Surf Life Saving New Zealand
has explored the development of a national patrol

The New Zealand Surf Life Saving Team beat Australia

champs. Events are already successfully held in the likes of Auckland, Bay of Plenty

3-0 at the Inaugural International Pool Challenge held in

and Canterbury. SLSNZ offered to pay travel costs of Taranaki, Gisborne, Hawkes Bay

Christchurch. The pool challenge is part

and Western Districts Clubs to travel to the Wellington event. However, there was little

of both countries plans to improve their

interest with just Western Districts taking up the opportunity.

performance in the pool events at the
World Championships.

Sponsorship
Awards
Surf Life Saving New Zealand
was again a finalist in five
categories at the 2006 New
Zealand Sponsorship Awards

Surf on TV2
Surf League and NZ Champs. This year the programme
has been extended from 4 weeks to 8 weeks. The Surf
League will be produced as 6 half hour shows, beginning March 11. The
NZ champs will follow the Surf League with a highlights package on April
22 & 29th. Watch TV2, 4.30pm from March 11.

In the Swim
NZ Swim Champs are now
part of most District calendars.

held in November. DHL/

This year Surf Life Saving

SLSNZ sponsorship was a

Piha Rescue

New Zealand ran a Southern

other finalist categories for

Piha Rescue has been commissioned for another season.

members with the inaugural

Piha Rescue in partnership

The ten week programme will again be aired during prime

event attracting 250 members.

finalist for best national sport
sponsorship, together with

with TVNZ.

Region event for South Island

time. Last year the programme consistently averaged 25% audience

Neither Otago or Canterbury

share with 18-39yrs and 30% for 25-54yrs peaking at 43%. Average

District had a swim champs

viewer ratings for 2006 were the highest of the three years of the series.

prior to this year.

Leadership Programme
The new national Leadership group underway. A new group of 18 was

Southern Region Development

selected after the initial larger group met in June. The group includes a mix of
members from across the country, including two District Board members.

SLSNZ is supporting regional development of sport events, where this offers
advantages working across several Districts. SLSNZ delivered the inaugural Southern
Region swim champs in September, the Southern Region Surf League is in January
and the inaugural Southern Region Ocean Athlete Champs will be held in February. The
last regional event will be the Southern Region BP Surf Rescue Champs in March.
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Every Surf Lifeguard knows the prowerful motivation of saving a life.

Income tops $12m

Insurance

The organisation’s total income was over 12 million last
year. In most Districts the combined income of Clubs is a
similar amount of the Districts own income. In Canterbury
for example income was a little over $1m and In Bay of
Plenty $2.2m. Comparing total patrols in each District
with the proportion of total organisation income
shows near perfect correlation.

Declarations by Clubs last year of their total equipment
increased the insurance premium paid by Surf Life
Saving New Zealand this year to nearly $280,000.
The national insurance scheme began in 1998 at a
policy cost of $100,000. While SLSNZ has absorbed
the increasing cost from its income, it’s estimated
that the ‘one policy’ taken out by SLSNZ saves the
organisation nearly $400,000 compared to each Club
and District paying their own separate policies.

Merchandise
Merchandise is now available for
Clubs to purchase. Following demand,
Surf Life Saving New Zealand
has now made available a range
of merchandise which Clubs can
purchase for members or for their own
programmes. This ranges from the
popular gear bags and back packs to

Drowning Prevention Strategy

Record Patrol Hours

The implementation plan that has been developed as

Total patrol hours provided to the public was up
12% on the previous summer. The increase was
across the board with only Gisborne recording
a reduction in hours. SLSNR had the largest
increase of nearly 20% on that of 2004/05.

the next stage in the development of the governments
DPS is now in final draft form. It can be viewed on
www.drowningstrategy.govt.nz

towels, drink bottles, swim goggles
and even lifeguard Teddy Bears.
At this time SLSNZ is not selling
directly to members, so the link to

Top Ironwoman

the online shop is within the SLS

Jamie-Lee Reynolds (Muriwai Club) has

Database, which requires a password.
It is envisaged that direct purchase
by members will be an option in the
future. Orders can be placed using the
online order system.
For any stock enquiries,

been named a finalist in the Counties
Manakau ORIX Sportswoman of the
Year. Jamie topped off a successful
season winning the U19 and Open
Ironwoman at the NZ champs this year,

Whakatane has been officially confirmed as the venue for the
2008 New Zealand Surf Life Saving Championships.
The Championships will be held at Ohope beach on
March 14, 15 and 16. This is only the second
time in the history of the event that the
NZ Championships have been
held at Ohope.

with the events virtually back to back.

orders@surflifesaving.org.nz

Sand Between My Toes
“Sand between my Toes” is Ivan Jackson’s chronicled history of Surf Life
Saving. SLSNZ supported Ivan’s work gathering the history of surf lifesaving
from across the country. With over 200 pages of recorded history and
photographs the book makes a great read. The book is available in all major
book stores.

Year of the Surf Lifesaver
2007 is Australia’s official Year of the Surf Lifesaver. Surf
Life Saving Australia began preparations nearly 4 years
ago. A government grant of $1.5m to help develop
the 2007 programme was announced in 2004. Surf
Life Saving will play a major part in the Australia day
celebrations on Sydney harbour.

Wellington Community Award
Surf Life Saving Wellington was named best sport and leisure organisation at
the Wellington Airport Regional Community Awards for Wellington City 2006.
Wellington’s Mayor Kerry Prendergast says Surf Life Saving Wellington comprises
a dedicated group of staff and volunteers who ensure the safety of those who
enjoy swimming and summer beach sports. “They are capable, focused and
driven and offer an invaluable educational service to young people.”

Database Reports
Changes made to the SLS Database over the winter have
provided a greater number of reports that Clubs can use. The
online membership forms are proving to be very successful.

www.surflifesaving.org.nz
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national

sponsor renewals
DHL and SLSNZ have renewed their sponsorship
agreement for a further three years to 2009.
The renewal also sees an increase in the value of the agreement, increasing 10% per annum. The shared brand
values of DHL and SLSNZ; recognised importance of the contribution to New Zealand communities; and a desire to
continue increasing safety awareness among the public, are the key drivers behind this decision.
The partnership, which began in September 2003, provides an invaluable contribution to New Zealand families,
through the services provided by SLSNZ on beaches across the country. SLSNZ relies on DHL support for the
supply of uniforms for the 4000 active Surf Lifeguards and equipment to individual surf Clubs, as well as an annual
beach safety awareness campaign. Derek Anderson, General Manager for DHL Express New Zealand, welcomes
the opportunity to continue to work alongside SLSNZ to keep the nation’s beaches safe, noting: “We are extremely
proud of the partnership between our two organisations, and the benefits it delivers for all New Zealanders.”
In November 2005, DHL won the Best National Sports Sponsor award at the New Zealand Sponsorship Awards.
“The win was the ultimate recognition of the support provided by DHL to SLSNZ. The partnership thrives due to the
passion and commitment demonstrated by both parties,” Mr. Anderson added.
Part of the DHL sponsorship involves a beach safety awareness campaign. SLSNZ’s Chief Executive Officer, Geoff
Barry, says the campaign has been extremely successful. “Last year, the number of people needing to be rescued
was down by nearly 15 per cent. We are doing more patrol hours on our beaches than ever before and reaching
more people through our public education programmes. It’s great that the drowning toll is going down,” he said.

Holden NZ increases support
Holden NZ have renewed their commitment to Surf Life Saving and increased the value of the partnership.
There are now 21 Holden vehicles throughout the country carrying the consistent red and yellow brand.

NIVEA SUN renews
SLSNZ renewed its agreement with the NIVEA SUN brand for a further three years. The relationship allows
Beiersdorf NZ to use the three head logo on its range of NIVEA SUN products, generating SLSNZ 25 cents
per unit. In the last 12 months this raised over $60,000 up over 20% on the previous 12 months. SLSNZ also
receives 4,500 bottles of sunscreen which each refreshed lifeguard receives from their District. The Sun Screen
is also used in the Beach Education programme.

The Warehouse
SLSNZ will be running a Scratch and Win competition in The Warehouse stores nationwide during February.
The Warehouse staff will be selling the scratch and win tickets at the check outs on behalf of Surf Life Saving
New Zealand. The prizes include a car, IPods, travel and fuel vouchers.

Cellardoor support
Direct marketer of wine; ‘Cellardoor’ will donate $10 to Surf Life Saving New Zealand for each case of wine
purchased by customers when they indicate Surf Life Saving is their chosen charity. Wineries and distributors
use the marketing power of Cellardoor to market their brands to a nationwide database of customers through
cellardoors public website. See www.cellardoor.co.nz

Sunday News
Sunday News is bucking the trend of the media searching out good stories with positive outcomes and what
better fit than Surf Life Saving over the summer. On November 19, Sunday News donated 10 cents per copy
sold on that day - $10,000.

SURF:RESCUE 6

Surf Sports – a prime training ground for saving lives in the surf.

market research
summer beach safety campaign

summer beach
safety campaign

market research
At the end of last summer SLSNZ commissioned
research to understand the public’s awareness
and understanding of Surf Life Saving.

In addition to normal activity, this summer, bus backs in Auckland,
Wellington and Christchurch will be promoting the role of Lifeguards
and beach safety.
The bus backs will be supported with billboards in the three main
centres as well as Tauranga. Radio promotions will be carried
through Auckland and the Bay of Plenty over January and Surf Life
Saving and DHL will be providing daily beach reports on The Rock
nationwide throughout the summer.

Reflecting the specific services Surf Life Saving New Zealand is
associated with, current perceptions suggest the organisation has a
very positive image amongst New Zealanders. With the exception of the
statement, “Surf Life Saving provide the same service wherever you go
in New Zealand”, which scored a relatively high level for “Don’t know”, all
other statements were agreed with by 90% or more of respondents:

“There would be a lot more drownings on
New Zealand beaches if it wasn’t for this
organisation”
(98% agreement)

“Their lifeguards are instantly recognisable”
(91% agreement)

“Surf Life Saving provide one of the most valuable
volunteer services in New Zealand”
(90% agreement)
Importantly, all of these statements were “strongly agreed” with by
more than 50% of all respondents. This is an exceptional result, in that
it is very unusual to find an organisation as positively perceived as this.
It is clear from this survey that, compared to many other volunteer
organisations in New Zealand, Surf Life Saving New Zealand provides
services to a significant number of New Zealanders. It is clearly
associated with its main purpose (to patrol New Zealand beaches) and
this service is unquestionably recognised as being essential to all New
Zealanders.
Importantly, this survey suggests that New Zealanders have full trust
and confidence in the organisation, as evidenced by its extremely
positive image.
The relatively high prompted awareness of Surf Life Saving New
Zealand and the positive image of the organisation, is also reflected
in the awareness of its advertising and communications. Despite the
fact that the organisation’s expenditure on media advertising is quite
modest, almost one-half of respondents recalled seeing or hearing
any recent advertising by Surf Life Saving New Zealand. Most of these
respondents remembered a single generic, albeit important message
(“Swim between the flags”).
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midway club
a simple recipe for midway club’s success

a simple recipe for

midway club’s success

Winning the 2004 NZ Champs at New Brighton, and the succeeding 2005 Champs at Mt Maunganui were the culmination
of an almost 7 year rebuilding programme for Midway led to a very large extent by their then Club Captain Bob Dyer.
Bob saw Club success as a simple recipe
- a structured programme for recruitment,
development, coaching and squad training. With
another couple of capable coaches in Dean
Moleta and Rocky Hall as well as great back up
from a supportive committee and extremely active
Junior Surf division, Midway began to thrive and
the 2005 Nationals in particular where a stellar
period more than doubling the points tally of their
closest rivals.
But success breeds success and with that comes
more expectations. Clubs always have to think
of the next step that today’s success will lead to,
no matter how large or small an initiative. Even
something small like achieving ten new recruits
will have a flow on in terms of training, instruction
and equipment.

The next step
Even during this heady period at Midway, Bob
recognised the limitations of Midway’s system
and started agitating for the Club to take the next
step and adopt a more professional system in
the way the coaching programme was delivered.
Bob’s ideas hadn’t exactly fallen on deaf ears,
but his vision certainly proved prophetic when
Midway unexpectedly were eclipsed by Red
Beach SLSC at the 2006 Oakura Nationals. It
wasn’t unnoticed that Red Beach had already
embraced a very successful professional
coaching programme.
A sub committee to develop a new professional
coaching programme was formed and started
work on just what concept would suit Midway.
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At this point Cory Hutchings expressed
interest in what was happening and started
doing some driving of his own to facilitate
the perceived scheme. A job description was
formulated and Cory immediately applied, so
a full contract was set up and Midway’s first
attempt at a professionally structured coaching
and development programme was underway.
The timing in many ways was most fortuitous.
Fancy having someone with the experience,
enthusiasm, and huge prestige walking into the
job first-up. Midway couldn’t have asked for a
better start than to have Cory on board.
Also noted the help and support of Surf Life
Saving New Zealand and Geoff Barry in particular
for early advice in setting up the contract and
starting off on the right foot. This was invaluable.
Cory started in early August in possibly the
coldest late Winter and early Spring experienced
in Gisborne for a long time. Lane space was
obtained at the Olympic Pool and four morning
sessions per week commenced, now extended
to five. Evening training started at the beach each
night and despite some stormy periods with cold
blasts and big seas sessions were completed,
albeit often by transporting gear down to the
harbour or onto the rivers.
The enthusiasm of the Under 16 and Under 19
competitors soon became evident as Cory’s
enthusiasm and mana infected them and as
other sport and school commitments diminished
and the typically balmy Gisborne spring weather
arrived the squad grew and some real work
started to ensue.

Every Surf Lifeguard knows the prowerful motivation of saving a life.

Midway demonstrates
that competitive success
is about goals, providing
quality programmes
for members…
and planning.

The right step?
It must be stated that questions will always be
asked as to whether a little more than medium
sized provincial club such as Midway could
afford to, or in fact should be investing such
a proportion of its resources in professional
programmes. Particularly when aimed at a higher
level of competitive ability and involvement.
After all our grass root activity and the motivating
purpose for our whole existence is “Lifeguarding”
In my 47 years of experience, when Clubs like
Midway are in a strong competitive position, the
Lifeguarding aspects of the Club are also very
strong with good Club morale and enthusiasm.
It is well known throughout Surf Life Saving circles
that competition is the lifeblood of the movement
and without that good solid competition a
major recruiting tool would be lost. Midway has
capitalised on this already with a noticeable
enthusiasm in the older cadets in our Junior Surf
movement who just can’t wait to get qualified and
to be able to join into Cory’s squad.

Not the only Club
The members of Hawkes Bay Club Westshore
have also adopted a more structured approach to
their competitive involvement. When they heard of
Midway’s initiatives an approach was made and
the idea of exchange training camps manifested.
On the weekend of October 14 & 15 our
Westshore mate, Weta (Chris Swain) brought a
group of over 20 of his squad up to Gisborne.

A handful of athletes from the Bay of Plenty also
arrived and a tough intense weekend developed.
Five solid training sessions evolved over the two
days with Cory and Weta, while I looked after
a group of younger developing athletes. The
conditions were tough and chilly with quite big
surf conditions. This gave an extremely good
workout for the whole weekend. Everyone going
home on Sunday evening was pretty shattered.
On the weekend of Nov 11 & 12 Midway
travelled down to Westshore to reciprocate the
arrangement. Again a full weekend of training
sessions evolved.
The benefits of this inter club type training
became obvious. The competitiveness during
the sessions between the groups, testing oneself
against people outside ones normal squad,
experiencing different beach conditions, all added
to the intensity and effort of the weekends.
Since that weekend Midway’s programme
under Cory has continued with five morning
pool sessions per week, and ocean sessions
on five evenings per week with two sessions on
Saturday.
Certainly, at this point, the benefits are emerging
with a better organized and earlier start to the
season, positive morale and good communication
across the total club membership.

the professional approach can permeate into all
aspects of the Clubs development thus meeting
the need for a strong sustainable organisation.
By Rocky Hall
[Rocky is a Life Member of Surf Life Saving
New Zealand and a member of
Surf Life Saving New Zealand’s Lifesaving Advisory
Committee (LAC)]

Club Profile - a snap shot
Top New Zealand Club
Alan Gardner Trophy
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006

8th 29 pts
5th 36 pts
6th 39 pts
2nd 92 pts
1st 108 pts
1st 130 pts
2nd 92 pts

Members 2005/06 Season
63
70

Active
Junior Surf

Gisborne Top Patrol Club of the Year
2000 - 2006

Having said all this, however, the true benefit of
Midway’s investment in a professional programme
can only be judged long term by the way the Club
performs from here on competitively and whether
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nz team makes history

international pool

A

The New Zealand Team made history at the
International Pool Challenge in early October by
beating Australia for only the second time in 30 years.

With pride on the line, Trans-Tasman rivalry was fierce in Christchurch with
both teams pushing each other to national records. At the end of competition
the New Zealand Team were on 74 points, 12 ahead of the Australian Team.
That points score along with over 10 New Zealand records over the three day
competition made for extremely exciting racing.
“The team were ecstatic,” said SLSNZ’s Sport Manager Mark Weatherall.
“To win the first ever International Pool Challenge on home turf was really
exciting. The fact that the team broke record after record was testament to
the preparation they did going into the competition, and the focus they had
on improving their skills.”
“At the end of the pool component of the World Lifesaving Championships in
February the New Zealand Team was 34 points behind Australia; our athletes
have improved exponentially since then and can only get better as we get
closer to the next World Championships in Germany in 2008.”
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Surf Sports – a prime training ground for saving lives in the surf.

challenge
A. Ayla Dunlop-Barrett
B. Julia Toomey
C. Jo O’Connor
D. Glenn Anderson

C

B

Despite having attended the World Lifesaving Championships for many years,
Surf Life Saving New Zealand’s sport programme has only recently made
a foray into pool events. After many years of Trans-Tasman and Tri-Nations
competition, the International Pool Challenge was the first pool event between
New Zealand and Australia.
The World Lifesaving Championships programme includes an equal number
of pool and beach events, with over 30 countries competing. While Australia
and New Zealand were placed first and second at the 2006 World Lifesaving
Championships both countries have struggled to be competitive in the pool
events favoured by northern hemisphere countries.
“Our ultimate goal is to win the World Life Saving Championships in
2008. With the pool component accounting for half of the points of the
Championships, the vast improvement we have seen over the last year is
extremely promising for SLSNZ’s 2008 campaign,” said Weatherall.

D

that competed in everything from simulated rescue situations to manikin tows
over the three days of competition. Out of the team of 12, four of the athletes
were development athletes.
New Zealand’s strongest component was their relays. “The results of our relay
teams were very encouraging,” said Weatherall. “They were indicative of the
overall strength and depth within the team.”
Stand out individuals of the competition included Team Captain Glenn
Anderson and Julia Toomey. Anderson posted a number of national records
including the 100m Rescue Medley and the 50m Manikin Carry where he
almost took a second off the original record set at the World Lifesaving
Championships in 2004. Toomey had a number of outstanding swims
especially in the challenging 100m Rescue Medley where she broke the NZ
record by over three seconds.

Both nations had teams of 12 swimmers, six female and six male competitors
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southern region

swim champs
The arrival of Spring coincided with Surf Life Saving
holding its first South Island event during September.
Surf Lifeguards were out in force at Christchurch’s QE 2 pool to compete in
the inaugural Southern Region Surf Life Saving Swim Champs. “The Swim
Champs were developed by Surf Life Saving New Zealand to provide the
opportunity for our South Island members to develop their skills in the pool
environment,” said Surf Life Saving New Zealand’s Sport Manager Mark
Weatherall.
“It was a good opportunity for competitors to gauge where they are in their
own preparation before the surf lifesaving season began in earnest.”
Top Club, New Brighton were thrilled to take top Club honours and now have
a new resurgence and strength to build on within the Club.

“A platform has now been developed to build upon for Surf Life Saving
swimming events in the south, this year there were 150 competitors,
I wouldn’t be surprised if their were 250 next year,” said Weatherall.
The Southern Region Swim Champs were a prelude to the New Zealand
Swim Champs which were held in Wellington with over 500 competitors.
The New Zealand Swim Champs have become the biggest swim competition
in New Zealand which is encouraging for the future of Surf Lifesaving.
Traditionally, in both New Zealand and Australia, Surf Lifesaving events have
been kept to just the beach environment. However, in recent years both
countries have expanded their event programme into pools as well.

senior

lifeguard programme
Last year’s review of the Senior Lifeguard programme led to a few changes, most notable of which was the
requirement for candidates to have their IRB Drivers Award instead of just the Crewman’s Award before they
attended a Senior Lifeguard School.
The Senior Lifeguard programme is the high performance aspect of lifesaving, aimed to develop Lifeguard’s skills further through an experiential weekend camp,
once they have gained the necessary practical skills and patrol experience. The first Senior Guard School of the season was held at Taylors Mistake in Christchurch
during the first weekend of December. Earlier schools planned for Muriwai and Opunake were cancelled because of a lack of suitable candidates.
“The standard of candidates has increased significantly over the last few years,” says SLSNZ Lifesaving Manager Brett Sullivan. “We’ve gone from candidates
marginally passing the pre requisites, to schools with candidates of a high standard by placing more emphasis on the school as a development opportunity rather
than just an award to achieve.”
With SLSNZ now providing the schools, there is an opportunity for candidates to travel to different Districts and experience not only a new environment but also
interaction with Surf Lifeguards from other parts of the country. It has also meant SLSNZ has been able to develop a pool of Instructors across the country, with all
areas benefiting, rather than just those Districts who were providing Senior Lifeguard development opportunities.
“We’d like to make the Senior Lifeguard Schools a regular programme held throughout the year rather than three to four schools held in quick succession at the
beginning of the season. Developing Lifeguard’s skills is on going and an investment in the long term,” says Sullivan.
The next Senior Lifeguard School will be held toward the end of this season. On average around 50 Lifeguards gain their Senior Lifeguard Award each year.
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lifesaving pair win generation game
brent & vic harvey

lifesaving pair win the

generation game

A

A Kapiti grandfather who cannot swim has won a national lifeguard award. His grandson, Brent Harvey, 24, has
also received an award, being named Lifeguard of the Year at the annual BP Surf Rescue Awards in September.
Vic Harvey, 82, collected a Distinguished Service Award, recognising 41
years’ service with Surf Life Saving Wellington and Paekakariki Surf Lifesaving
Club. During that time he has inspected and made equipment, served as
association treasurer for six years, events announcer for 15 years and a New
Zealand surf official for 15 years. Lifesaving is in the Harvey family’s genes.
Vic’s three sons had all been involved from a young age, as well as Brent and
two granddaughters.

involved in the Wellington city lifesaving initiative to establish a mobile team
to patrol city beaches. Surf Life Saving NZ Chief Executive Geoff Barry
described Brent as “a fantastic embodiment of Surf New Zealand’s slogan
“in it for life”. Brent joined the Paekakariki Surf Life Saving Club at the age of
five when his father was his nipper coach and qualified as a lifeguard when
he was 14.
By KAY BLUNDELL Kapiti Observer

Vic’s wife, Shirley, 80, had served as manager of the ladies section of the
Paekakariki club and registrar for the Wellington lifesaving association. “I still
make the competition hats – it has been our life,” Mrs Harvey said.
Brent deserved his “terrific” win, his grandparents said, because he had put
so much work into surf lifesaving, not only on patrols but also behind the
scenes. “He is a great boy all right. He has always been the same. You could
not ask for a better grandson,” Mr Harvey said.
The win, awarded for “an outstanding year as a volunteer surf lifeguard and
an exceptional attitude, commitment and devotion to surf lifesaving”, came as
a shock to Brent on the night. “It was a huge surprise because so many other
people had done lots of work and more patrols,” he said.
As well as his Paekakariki Lifeguard activities and helping with fundraising,
recruitment drives and equipment repair and maintenance, Brent is a member
of the Surf Life Saving Wellington Lifeguard Advisory Committee. He is also

B

A. Brent Harvey - Lifeguard of the
Year Award winner B. Vic Harvey
- Distinguished Service Award, pictured
with wife Shirley and grandson Brent.
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A. Best Surf Life Saving Story in Print - Lynda Hallinan, NZ Herald &
Jamie Troughton, Bay of Plenty Times
B. BP Rescue of the Year - Northern Region Lifeguards
C. 1982 Ladies United Kingdom Tour Team
D. Best Surf Life Saving Photo in Print - Mark Taylor, Waikato Times

in it for life awards
new zealand’s annual awards

annual awards

in it for life awards
Last summer’s record season was celebrated at Surf Life Saving New Zealand’s annual awards - the BP Surf Rescue
Awards and the DHL In It For Life Awards in September.
The awards were an opportunity to celebrate twelve months of
achievement in Surf Life Saving throughout New Zealand. It was also an
opportunity for Surf Life Saving to acknowledge the media for the role they
play in preventing drowning and injury at New Zealand beaches with the
awards of Best Surf Life Saving Story in Print and Best Surf Life Saving
Photo in Print.
“Surf Lifeguards in New Zealand provided more patrol hours last summer
than ever before,” said SLSNZ CEO, Geoff Barry. “This reflects the
increasing use of our coastline by the public, but also the health of surf
lifesaving as a volunteer group that can respond to the ever increasing
demand placed upon it by our communities.
“Without Lifeguards on our beaches, over 1,800 lives could have been
lost last summer. The weekend of celebration was about recognising the
most outstanding achievements by our members and the work they do to
provide an essential proactive community service.”
Four major awards were presented to Surf Lifeguards from around the
country and to the media. The pinnacle awards of the evening were the
New Zealand Lottery Grants Board (NZLGB) Lifeguard of the Year and the
BP Surf Rescue of the Year.
Best Surf Life Saving Photo in Print was won by Mark Taylor of the
Waikato Times, while Best Surf Life Saving Story in Print was awarded to
two journalists- Jamie Troughton from the Bay of Plenty Times and Lynda
Hallinan from the New Zealand Herald.
The 2006 NZLGB Lifeguard of the Year was awarded to Brent Harvey from
the Paekakariki Surf Life Saving Club for his commitment and dedication
as a lifeguard during the 2004/2005 season.

The prestigious BP Surf Rescue of the Year was awarded to the Northern
Region Lifeguards for the January 10 mass rescue at Piha Beach.
The rescue which was captured on the first two shows of Piha Rescue
involved seven swimmers and the resuscitation of one swimmer who came
extremely close to drowning. As the rescue was taking place the lifeguards
closed the beach and the fact that they managed to keep over 1000 beach
goers out of the water and safe- was testament to their management skills
and forward thinking.
“The actions of the Surf Lifeguards on duty were exceptional; they showed
complete professionalism in an extremely stressful situation. The procedures
they followed certainly prevented multiple tragedies at Piha that day,”
said Barry.
In a presentation touched with emotion, Grant Dover the swimmer who was
revived by the lifeguards presented the award to the lifeguards involved and
thanked them for saving him.
The DHL In it for Life Awards are held to recognise outstanding service over
a period of time. A number of people were recognised for their services and
achievements over the 2005/2006 season culminating in the awarding of three
life memberships to Dennis (Rocky) Hall from Midway, Russell Hodder from
Paekakariki and Bob Rogers from United North Piha.
The New Zealand Ladies Team which toured the United Kingdom in 1982
were special guests at the In It For Life Awards, while some of the team
members hadn’t seen each other for over 20 years they had plenty of
memories to share and were each given a commemorative blazer pocket to
mark the occasion.

“Brent is involved in every facet of Surf Life Saving,” said Barry. “At Club
and District level; he is a member who takes great pride in the quality of
service he provides to the movement, a member who truly is in it for life.”

A

B
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C

Surf Sports – a prime training ground for saving lives in the surf.

D

Surf Life Saving is an organisation of ordinary New Zealanders doing extraordinary things.
While they may be ordinary people with ordinary jobs, last summer over 1700 people owed their lives to them.... to those people they are heroes.
Together Surf Life Saving New Zealand and our long term partner BP celebrate the outstanding work of our heroes on the beach and the
contribution of the media to preventing drowning and injury at New Zealand beaches. Following are the award recipients for 2006:

BP Rescue Of The Year

SLSNZ Service Awards

Northern Region Lifeguards

Gregory Bevan, Surf Life Saving Canterbury
Glenys Clements, Surf Life Saving Otago
Mike Kirwood, Surf Life Saving Otago
Heather Kohn, Surf Life Saving Gisborne
Graeme Newton, Surf Life Saving Otago
David Price, Surf Life Saving Canterbury
Lynn Robertson, Surf Life Saving Otago
Frances Russell, Surf life Saving Wellington
Marilyn Moffat, Surf Life Saving Wellington
Jim Warwick, Surf Life Saving Wellington
Lindsay Sneddon, Surf Life Saving Canterbury
Graeme Trevor, Surf Life Saving Canterbury
Gavin Vanner, Surf Life Saving Taranaki
Colin Weatherall, Surf Life Saving Otago

NZLGB Lifeguard of the Year
Brent Harvey, Paekakariki

Most Significant Print Media Contribution
Bay of Plenty Times

Best Surf Life Saving Photo in Print
Mark Taylor, Waikato Times

Best Surf Life Saving Story in Print
Lynda Hallinan, New Zealand Herald and
Jamie Troughton, Bay of Plenty Times

DHL Volunteer of the Year
Nicole Evans Surf Life Saving Canterbury

DHL Instructor/Examiner of the Year
Paul Carlyon Surf Life Saving Western Districts

DHL Coach of the Year
Vaughan Skiffington Surf Life Saving Northern Region

DHL Official of the Year
John Hook Surf Life Saving Wellington

DHL International Performance of the Year
Morgan Foster- Surf Life Saving Canterbury

SLSNZ Distinguished Service Awards
Vic Harvey, Surf Life Saving Wellington
John McMillan, Surf Life Saving Wellington
Marilyn Moffatt, Surf Life Saving Wellington
Jim Warwick, Surf Life Saving Wellington
Leon Peters, Surf Life Saving Canterbury
Brett Leask, Surf Life Saving Canterbury

SLSNZ Life Memberships
Dennis Hall - Surf Life Saving Gisborne
Russell Hodder, Surf Life Saving Wellington
Bob Rogers, Surf Life Saving Northern Region
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beyond the flags
lifesaving in otago

beyond the flags

life saving in otago
“Beyond the flags” takes on a whole new meaning in Otago, where volunteers of the Surf Life Saving
Otago callout squad are as likely to be seen hanging from a helicopter as scanning the waves.
For years, the squad has worked closely with Police
and Marine Search and Rescue, to the point where their
Inflatable Rescue Boat is now a first response for many
water-related emergencies.

missing scuba divers. Many of their rescues are during
the weekday or weeknights when our volunteers are
required to leave their place of work or study to assist a
person or persons in life threatening danger.

This could mean wading across swollen rivers to rescue
people trapped on the other side, heading to the helipad
or rescuing stranded people from coastal rocks.

Mr Hudson reports callouts are most common at
Lawyer’s Head, a spot known for attention seeking
behaviour and at times suicidal behaviour. Ten of this
year’s 19 callouts have been there, and the team
has faced the task of removing two bodies. “The real
satisfaction we get out of a task like that is knowing
we’re returning the person to their family” said
Mr Hudson.

When a water-based situation arises, Police will contact
the Duty Marine SAR Coordinator, who then makes a
decision on what resources are required.
Members of the squad carry pagers, and are on call 24
hours a day.
“The Police see us as an absolutely crucial component,
because of the capabilities we can offer,” said Phil
Hudson Surf Life Saving Otago’s District Manager.

Despite the emotional demands of such operations,
Mr Hudson says the group appreciates the opportunity
to be working outside the flags and along side other
emergency services.

When the squad responds to a situation they have to
assess the water, weather and what resources they will
likely require for their task.

“It gives our members another opportunity to advance
their skills,” he said.

In the past year, the team has found itself rescuing
families from homes on the Taieri Plains during flooding,
assisting Police at callouts along Otago’s rugged coast,
attending to recreational boats that have overturned
on nearby river bars and assisting in searches for
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A grant from the Pub Charity has allowed the group to
outfit its members with wetsuits, reducing demands on
their own personal gear.
Despite the crucial role the squad plays in local search
and rescue, it remains an entirely volunteer organisation.

Every Surf Lifeguard knows the prowerful motivation of saving a life.

refresher day
orewa beach

“The sight of 1,810
balloons put into
context just how many
lives we save each year”

lifeguards

take to the beach
Over 400 surf lifeguards descended on Orewa Beach in October to mark the beginning of the Surf Life Saving
season. The annual refresher attracted more lifeguards than ever before ensuring they were retested and
qualified for another busy summer at the beach.
“Without lifeguards on our beaches, over 1,800 lives could have been lost
last summer,” said Surf Life Saving New Zealand CEO Geoff Barry. “It’s vital
that as a proactive community service, Surf Lifeguards are highly skilled and
proficient in the essential job they do.”
To acknowledge the 1,810 lives saved by Surf Lifeguards on New Zealand
Beaches last summer, 1,810 helium balloons were released.
“The sight of 1,810 balloons put into context just how many lives we save
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each year,” said Barry. “It makes a big impact as does the work
New Zealand’s Volunteer Surf Lifeguard’s undertake each weekend to make
sure New Zealand’s favourite playground is safe.”
As well as being an opportunity for lifeguards to refresh their qualifications, an
annual requirement, the lifeguarding day at Orewa beach was also a chance
to show off the Surf Lifeguard’s skills to the public with a demonstration
involving the Westpac Rescue Helicopter, IRB’s and Jetskis.

Surf Sports – a prime training ground for saving lives in the surf.

Rescue
of the

Month

Nivea Sun Rescue of the Month recognises the outstanding
efforts of New Zealand’s volunteer Surf Lifeguards.

2006/07 Season Dates
Last year Surf Lifeguards saved 1,810 lives on our beaches, but as an organisation we tend to
think of it as ‘another day on patrol’, or ‘just another call out’. Some of these rescues are even
more outstanding because of the extraordinary team work, or conditions on the day. Too often
the efforts of the Surf Lifeguards go unnoticed.
Each month Districts recognise the best local rescue of the month and enters that outstanding
rescue in the NZ Rescue of the Month award. There are six awards each season.
Period	 Period Ends	
1
Thu 30th November 2006
2
Sun 31st December 2006
3
Wed 31st January 2007
4
Wed 28th February 2007
5
Sat 31st March 2007
6
Mon 30th April 2007

Nominations Close	
Fri 15th December 2006
Fri 12th January 2007
Fri 16th February 2007
Fri 16th March 2007
Fri 13th April 2007
Fri 11th May 2007

Winner Announced
Mon 18th December 2006
Mon 15th January 2007
Mon 19th February 2007
Mon 19th March 2007
Mon 16th April 2007
Mon 14th May 2007

Entry forms are available on the Surf Life Saving web page (downloads/lifesaving) or contact
your District office. The winners of the six Rescue of the Month awards will become finalists for
the BP Surf Rescue of the Year award presented in September, 2007.

For every bottle of NIVEA Sun sold 25 cents is donated to SLSNZ (Surf Life Saving New Zealand)

WHERE PROTECTION MEETS CARE
Proud sponsors of Surf Life Saving New Zealand
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surf boat series
wellington crews come out on top

B

A

C

A. Piha U21 crew
B. Winning crew - Titahi Bay
C. Palmerston North

the trillian trust

surf boat series
Wellington crews came out on top at
the first event of the Trillian Trust Surf
Boat Series in early December.
After two consistent days of racing, Titahi Bay were the
top open male crew while Paekakariki were the top female
crew, just edging in front of Titahi Bay.
In the age grade section Auckland’s Piha were the top
crew followed by Lyall Bay. The event which was held at
Wellington’s Lyall Bay and Oriental Parade attracted 25
crews from around the country including two crews from
Christchurch.
“It was a fantastic weekend of racing,” said Surf Life
Saving New Zealand Sport Manager Mark Weatherall.
“The crews all looked really strong which bodes well for
an exciting series.”
“The Trillian Trust Surf Boat Series has created a unique
surf boat series within New Zealand, it’s about creating an
opportunity for further recognition of Surf Boat rowing in
the community.”

“Titahi Bay looked particularly strong in the open men’s
races, producing consistently good results,” said
Weatherall. “Looking at their current form there is going to
be some very exciting racing when these top crews race
each later in the series.”
The North Beach crew from Christchurch won’t be far
behind though, they finished the weekend only a point
and a half behind Titahi Bay.
The Surf Boat Series is new to the event calendar this
year, but the events themselves are well established. The
series has been designed to package the Wellington Surf
Boat Champs, Whangamata Boat event, North Island
Boat Champs and the Piha Big Wave Classic into one
overall series.

The crews
all looked
really strong
which bodes
well for an
exciting
series.

Twenty two crews have entered the series; however Clubs
can still enter the individual events but are not eligible for
the series titles or prizes. The series was the outcome
of the commitment of a number of passionate Surf Boat
rowers working with SLSNZ’s Sport Manager Mark
Weatherall and with Mark Bourneville (Horse) of Piha Club,
playing a significant part in making the series a reality.

Red Beach, the current New Zealand title holders were
absent from the line up however Titahi Bay proved they
will be a crew to watch out for.
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Every Surf Lifeguard knows the prowerful motivation of saving a life.

southern region ocean athletes champs
under 14’s

southern region

ocean athletes

A

For the last four years New Zealand’s best up and
coming lifeguards have travelled to Mt Maunganui
to take part in the New Zealand Ocean Athlete U14
Championships
This year, thanks to CallSouth customers, young lifeguards in the South Island
will have the opportunity to put themselves and their skills to the test at the
inaugural Southern Region Ocean Athletes Championships this summer.
“While the Ocean Athlete Championships have been running for four years,
CallSouth’s support has made it possible for us to bring this exciting event to
the South,” says Surf Life Saving New Zealand’s (SLSNZ) Business Manager
John O’Connell. “With over 750 of tomorrows best Lifeguards competing in
the three day NZ event, we hope running a South Island event will create the
opportunity for another 400 children from South Island Clubs.

The Championship consists of two days of competition, including both
individual and team events and while the competitors are still young the skills
and knowledge they have in the surf is remarkable.
“In past years we’ve been in awe of the skills and determination of these
young athletes, which bodes well for the future of Surf Life Saving in New
Zealand,” says Mr Weatherall. “We hope this becomes part of the annual
South Island event calendar.
The event will be held at Christchurch’s South Brighton beach on the weekend
of 3/4 February 2007. Through Call South’s support, children from Clubs
outside Christchurch will benefit from travel support, as well as the event itself.

SLSNZ’s Sport Manager Mark Weatherall believes the Ocean Athletes is a
great training ground for shaping tomorrows Lifeguards. “The concept behind
the Ocean Athletes is winners and champions; everyone is a winner for
competing while the champions are recognised with medals for first, second
and third. It’s a great event which really encourages kids to give it a go, while
the skills they learn as young lifeguards may one day help to save a life.”
“The NZ Championship event is hugely popular and many of our top Surf
Llifeguards have come from the programme,” says Weatherall. “It’s great that
with CallSouth’s support we are able to bring the same opportunity to the
South Island members.”

B

A. Palmerston North Ocean Athletes
B. Westshore Ocean Athlete
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nz swim champs
win for lyall bay

nz swim champs

win for lyall bay!
Wellington Surf Life Saving Club Lyall Bay
were the stand out winners at this years
Surf Life Saving New Zealand Swim
Championships, taking out the top team
points and Paul Kent Memorial Trophy at the
competition in Wellington.
Lyall Bay, who won the trophy for the first time, finished the
competition on 1089 points, 230 ahead of last years winners
Westshore.
Close to 500 athletes from 25 Surf Life Saving Clubs competed at
the NZ Swim Champs making it the biggest swimming competition in
New Zealand.
“It was fantastic to see Lyall Bay win the event,” said Surf Life Saving
NZ Sport Manager Mark Weatherall. “ It’s a tribute to the work
they did in the lead up to the event. One of the objectives of the
competition is to recruit new members through Swimming Clubs and
Lyall Bay actively went out and did that and enjoyed the benefits.”

“Overall the quality
of racing and the
skills shown by the
competitors at the
Championships has
improved dramatically
from past years.
That’s really exciting for
Surf Life Saving in
New Zealand.”
The NZ Swim Champs were held a week prior to the International
Challenge and provided a good warm up for both the New Zealand
and Australian Teams.
Michael Buck of the New Zealand Team put up a solid challenge to
the Australians by breaking the New Zealand record in the 100m
Manikin Tow. Bucks time of 59.1 beat the previous time set by
Commonwealth games gold medallist Moss Burmester at the Word
Lifesaving Championships in 2004.
“Surf Life Saving New Zealand’s high performance strategy outlines
a need to significantly improve in the pool events as they account
for half of the points at the World Lifesaving Championships,” said
Weatherall. “This years Swim Champs have illustrated that we are
well into the process of making that a reality.
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Surf Sports – a prime training ground for saving lives in the surf.

michael coutts
skeleton racer

michael coutts

skeleton racer
Michael Coutts is a man built for speed, a Clubbie for over 10 years and a member of the current Surf Life Saving New
Zealand leadership group. Michael has won a number of Northern Region and National beach flag and sprint titles as well
as representing New Zealand at Athletics. However, his latest search for speed takes the form of Skeleton racing, a sport
which is a world away from the warm sands of his home beach of Waikanae.

While lying face down less than 6 inches from solid ice and traveling at over
100km/h may seem like a crazy sport, for Michael it could be a sport which
achieves an Olympic dream. Michael has recently been in Calgary Canada to
train with the New Zealand team and compete in the Americas Cup.
Skeleton racing is an Olympic sport where athletes descend an ice track,
prone and head first on an aerodynamic sled of speeds of up to 130kph. “It’s
just you and a sled that you push down the track for approximately 40 meters,
before jumping on, head first, with your chin about 10cm off the ice,” said
Michael. “I only found out about Skeleton racing when I was watching the
Torino Olympics in February when I was home from Uni. I watched these guys
fly down the course on a narrow sled and thought ‘that’s for me’.”
“It’s incredibly exciting racing down a 1000m track in less than a minute. You
experience the same G-force on the 14 corners that air force pilots do. I get
nervous before I race but I’m ok once the adrenaline kicks in.”
It would appear that all Michael’s training on the sand has conditioned him
well to the requirements of Skeleton racing. Three months after deciding he
wanted to compete as a skeleton racer at the Olympics he had his first testing
in May. He broke the New Zealand record by half a second clocking 3.33 sec.
“My coach was stoked,” says Coutts “I’m ultimately building towards the
Vancouver Olympics in 2010. However, I’m still very new to the sport so this
season is predominantly about getting as much experience and ice time as I
can while still being competitive.”
It’s not all about the ice though with Michael’s other passion- surf lifesaving
still very strong. “I still have goals for surf lifesaving this season such as
consistently placing in the open men’s flags and sprints.”

Lying face down less than
6 inches from solid ice and
traveling at over 100km/h may
seem like a crazy sport.
It’s incredibly exciting racing
down a 1000m track in less than
a minute. You experience the
same G-force on the 14 corners
that air force pilots do.
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huey, god of surf
interviews chris and jaron

HUEY
interviews Chris and Jaron, nz’s best IRB crew
A funny place to meet. I grimace at the mud
splashed on the grill of my immaculate Pajero.
I didn’t buy it for this. As I pull on my red
bands, I know I really am in the heartland.
I enter the shed, sort of half gloom.

SURF:RESCUE 26

Every Surf Lifeguard knows the prowerful motivation of saving a life.

topic
topic

The great thing about
IRB racing in NZ is
that any club has the
opportunity to train
and be competitive.
Sealed motors
and standardised
equipment remove
the unfair advantages
from the sport.
Training and
commitment, rather
than a fat cheque
book, are the basis of
success!
“It’s YOU!” one of them calls. [One’s in a
homespun jersey, moleskins, brown leather
boots, the other a scruffy looking airtec shirt
hanging loose over overhauls tied up around
the waist].
I’m here in the land of green grass and just one
big hill. Home of NZ’s best IRB crew, perhaps
ever. Chris Scott and Jaron Mumby. The
Siamese couple. Of those venturing outside the
self imposed border, this is the most successful
duo in the sport Taranaki has turned out in
recent history.
As they approach I can see a quiet confidence
in the leading one. The homespun jersey hangs
loosely on his lean frame. The other, I suspect
where the brains lie, seems naturally at ease
a meter and a half behind – slightly to the left,
right hand held in a poised and slightly odd
position behind him, elbow bent. Left hand
in front of him. Why do they call you both
Chrisanjaron?

JM: No – Chris and Jaron. He’s Chris, I’m Jaron.
Just good fortune I guess.
You two are the stuff legends are made from. [I
look around at… it dawns on me we’re in a cow
shed]. I know all about your recent stuff, but
when did you first get involved in Surf?

JM: “We both joined Opunake in 1991. Opunake is
a great surf town, therefore, it was only natural that
we joined the local surf club.”

the after party had insurance as it was a big night!

JM: No, Opunake had a proud tradition in IRB
racing, so the old adage, success builds success,
meant that we were drawn to it.
Yeah, I remember the likes of Crash – he
was good. Even better when he raced for
Canterbury. Remember that! Who else had an
influence on you then?

JM: Well there was the likes of Dave Hickey, Johnny
Mullins, Gav Vanner and Kevid Ford were all great
mentors for us. They all had the best b***** [cow
shed talk] stories to tell. Young and impressionable
minds like ours were exposed to all kinds of
hyperboles which made us think they were legends!
[uh oh… what makes you a legend in cow shed talk?]

JM: There is one other - a guy who’s had a great
influence on us in recent years is Lee Yates. When
we were selected for the NZ team, Lee worked with
us a lot and helped push us further. He’s a natural
motivator and a great guy, passionate about seeing
athletes succeed.
[Two people, one name and only one of them talks. I
wonder what Chris does in this act]
Yatesy turned his back on Surf Boats [no pun
intended] to get involved in IRB’s? I didn’t
know….
Your first race together – you know, when you
became…one.

JM: Would have been some local Taranaki Carnival,
can’t remember specifics, but it was a blinder!

[He gestures to take a seat. Chris sits behind us,
poised on the bale, left foot forward, right foot back
behind him.]

JM: 1997 BP Surf Rescue Nationals at Oakura. It was

You would have fitted in well…your IRB interest
I mean - how’d that interest develop – you
couldn’t swim and they had no surf boats?

our first year racing together. Gold Medal in the Mass
Rescue (Senior Division). We went on to win three
gold’s and two silvers at that Nationals, Just as well

Ok, what about winning your first NZ title?

Yeah and the next big achievement, being
named in the NZ team in 2003, how’d that feel?

JM: It was a feeling of pride and relief. Since first
competing for NZ at the Tri-Nations in South Africa
in 2-0-0-1, [Mumby puts an emphasis on the number
‘one’, a menacing look is cast at me by Chris] we had
dedicated our lives to training, we earned the right
to wear the silver fern and represent NZ again.

JM: Once you feel the pride of representing NZ
you become addicted to the feeling. You gain a
greater appreciation for your sport and value the
experiences and bond you share with your team.
Yeah…I remember…
And what about when the Aussies got scared of
hurting themselves and pulled out of IRB events
at the Tri Nations, when they thought big surf
in a Surf Boat was much safer. What was your
reaction and feelings?

JM: The first thing we did was take a digital photo
of a saucer of milk and emailed it directly to SLSA
head office!
Do you think that intimidated them?

JM: Eh? We were shattered. Chris and I [ChrisanI?]
dedicated our time to training. [Chris nods on
hearing his name]. You see we had a month off after
the 2001 Tri-Nations but then got straight back into
it with one goal - 2003. Training in the surf during
a west coast winter really tests your commitment
- our sole focus was winning the next tri-nations.
[He leaned forward, intense look in his eyes.]
For that goal to be affected through an underarm
delivery straight from the land of canary yellow,
well…. you could only imagine how we felt.

JM: When we were named in the 2003 NZ team,
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huey, god of surf
interviews chris and jaron

HUEY
Danny and Jason were selected for the NZ
Development team. They’re great mates of ours
and we’re great rivals on the water. [he leans
forward again, left arm slightly elevated – straight
out, right arm clenched in a fist at his side] It was
believed at that time, NZ had the two best crews
in the world competing, so the Tri-Nations title
was still contested at 100% test intensity. We
didn’t need the Aussies coming third to tell us we
were the best.
Did you suggest the Aussie’s were wimps
because they only wanted to go in a boat if
they could sit with their back to the waves?

JM: We actually felt for the Australian IRB
competitors. Australia’s number 1 IRB crew had
come over to compete at the 2002 Nationals
as preparation for the Tri-nations the next year.
They were given a bit of a hiding from the high
standard of NZ crews, but being Aussies, they
were up for the challenge.
You retired and came back, what was that
about?

JM: When we retired in 2004 is was because we
had achieved everything we wanted to. [Chris
nods again] Retiring was a hard decision to
make as Opunake and all it offers was our life. Yet
it was time to move on. Chris and his wife Tania
launched into their OE and relocated to the UK.
[I clutch the bale I’m sitting on – a wife. This couple
have …a wife?]

JM: I guess, like many others around NZ, surf
lifesaving runs in our veins. It was only natural that
we would be drawn back to an organization that
helped define us. End of the day, no retirement is
complete without at least one comeback!
What’s the shift to Fitzroy Club about then?

JM: When we decided to race again, it didn’t feel
right to join Opunake and old ground. We lived
in New Plymouth, it was only logical to make
it easier on ourselves by joining a local club.
We came into Fitzroy with a plan which we are
proud to see working. [yeah, winning top Club at
the nationals is certainly finding substance in your
pudding]
Where do you see ‘surf’ at today as you look
…past the cow sheds?

JM: As we look past our vantage point within the
backbone of the New Zealand economy… Surf’s
taking great steps forward. NZ Surf has worked
hard to ensure we’re valued as an authority within
inshore rescue.
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cont...
The profile of surf lifesaving has captured the
attention of New Zealand. In districts like ours,
Surf Life Saving is the number 1 summer sport.
Surf Life Saving New Zealand deserves respect,
the sponsorship partnerships such as BP,
DHL, Lion Foundation and The New Zealand
Community Trust shows how valuable the
organization is through its association with big
corporate drivers.
Dave Hickey and Co. have implemented a strong
IRB structure which all countries could learn from.
Arancia builds the best craft in the world, with
the Mercury Motor it’s the most effective piece of
rescue equipment. If Australia had adopted the
same structure back in 2000, then they wouldn’t
have had the problems they have faced in recent
years.
[Yeah – Hickey’s the man.] You hear about his
foot? During that cold snap he was doing
the spoon thing and cut his foot on the prop
guard. Woke up with blood everywhere.

race history
New Zealand Representatives
2001 Tri-Nations – South Africa

JM: The great thing about IRB racing in NZ, is

2003 Tri-Nations – New Zealand

that any club has the opportunity to train and be
competitive. Sealed motors and standardised
equipment remove the unfair advantages from the
sport. Training and commitment, rather than a fat
cheque book, are the basis of success!

Tri-Nations Champions

We believe the membership is proud to be a
part of an organisation which has such a positive
outlook. Once you’re in Surf, you’re in it for life.

CS: Huey, we’d love to give our sponsor Seventh
Wave Wetsuits a bit of a plug somewhere if
we can.
[God , he speaks!] No – I’m not into
endorsements…. [I just finally twigged on the
significance of the name Seventh Wave and why
they would have called it that.]
I shake hands with this mighty duo and
step carefully as I walk back to my Pajero.
Competing in Surf Life Saving, the surf’s
always been known as the great leveler.
Winning once is great, winning repeatedly is
the real proof that you are the best. You don’t
pick a NZ team based on one performance. I
know, I won… once.
Thing is, they raced and won, came back and
won again, but they brought the Club with
them. Sometimes, it’s not just about winning
your own race.

2003 Tri-Nations – New Zealand
National Champions
Arancia Cup – Top National Crew
(2001 DNC - SA Tri-Nations) 2002, 2003, 2004,
(2005 Retired) 2006
North Island Championships
Top Overall Crew
2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, (2005-06 DNC)
South Island Championships
Top Overall Crew
2002, 2004 (only entered this event twice)
Taranaki Surf League Representatives
2001-2004, 2006
Taranaki Championships
Top Overall Crew
1999-2004, 2006

Surf Sports – a prime training ground for saving lives in the surf.

lifeguard career
by david maida

join the real

baywatch

A career as a Lifeguard might not follow for everyone who joins a Surf Life
Saving Club but that shouldn’t stop people from getting involved, says Andy
Kent, lifesaving development officer at Surf Life Saving Northern Region. Kent
is one of the few who has been able to make a career out of lifesaving. As a
child, joining the local Surf Life Saving Club was compulsory in his family. And
day to day life as a Lifeguard is nothing like the fictional TV show Baywatch.
“I was brought up in a Surf Life Saving family,” said Kent. “I started doing
nippers when I was five. I qualified as a Surf Lifeguard at the Levin Waitarere
Surf Club when I was 14 and was a volunteer Lifeguard there until I was 18.
I have made lifelong friends and value the experience. My family were heavily
involved and they believed in the values of the whole movement of Surf Life
Saving New Zealand and preventing drownings at beaches. It was a family
environment and a safe environment to be in.”
Now Kent has a desk job in Auckland at the Marine Rescue Centre where he
makes sure people at the 17 clubs in the Northern Region are well equipped,
organised and trained. Paid Lifeguard positions are few and far between but
Kent employs some seasonal paid Lifeguards. He became part of the regional
lifeguard service as a paid Lifeguard in 2004. It’s not easy. You have to be 16,
obtain an IRB qualification and earn a first aid level II qualification run through
St John. “If you meet those standards then you can trial for a position. At the
moment we’re in the process of trailing for this year’s regional guards,” says
Kent. You also need to pass an exam on Lifesaving theory before you can
qualify as a regional Lifeguard.

“If you make the grade you
get placed at beaches over
the summer for paid work,”
It may go without saying, but one of the critical things a Lifeguard must be
able to do is swim. He also says you’ll also need something else. “If you want
to be a Surf Lifeguard, and a good one, you have to have a passion for Surf
Life Saving and understand the purpose of the whole movement which is
about saving people’s lives and preventing drowning.”
To be a part of Surf Life Saving, Kent says you also need to be a team player.
“To be a club member you have to be a club person,” he says. “You have to
be someone who enjoys working with other people and has the ability to trust
other people because you’re relying on them to keep you safe.” It’s a serious
job with a lot at stake. But sometimes, despite all the equipment and training,
things still don’t work out for the best.
“On the odd occasion where there is a fatality you have to take a step back
afterwards and realise you can’t do everything,” he says. Thankfully, those
days are rare and most people are lifeguards because they enjoy it. “You’re
working so you treat it seriously but at the end of the day, you’ve spent a day
at the beach really,” he says. “You’re working but you’re doing what you love.”
Being a Surf Lifeguard can also lead to some interesting careers off the sand.
Kent says the medical aspect of the job has appealed to some as a long-term
career. “We have a lot of people who do their initial first aid qualifications and
deal with stuff on the beach and realise that they enjoy that side of things,”
he says. “They move onto the first aid area and end up doing paramedicine
at university.” The public information side of the job has appealed to some
lifeguards who were doing teaching degrees. They now work in paid positions
promoting beach safety in schools. Some Llifeguards also discover their
passion for governance and management by working on their local lifesaving
committee.
Kent says that regardless of what else you take from it, it’s a good thing to have
on your CV. “Employers are always looking for community involvement and
volunteering,” he says. “You’re also getting all your first aid qualifications which
with the health and safety regulations is a huge attraction for an employer.”
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beach brilliance
interview with holly moczydlowski

For any woman interested in taking
up this sport, the rewards go beyond
a beach-buff body... while anyone
can join, it’s not a sport for the lazy...
The best Surf Lifeguards are women
who are “motivated and enjoy the
beach environment, can swim and
interact with the public.”

A

interview

beach
brilliance!
It’s nothing less than
world domination for Holly
Moczydlowski when it comes to
beach sprinting. She’s the 2006
World Champion, and has a
swag of medals from all over the
Surf Lifesaving map. VO2 Max
Magazine’s Amy Hamilton talks to
Holly about her life and saving the
lives of others.
21-year-old Holly Moczydlowski is a beach
sprinting machine. She’s won at the New Zealand
Championships, the Japan Championships and
the International Challenge in the last two years. In
February 2006 she travelled to Geelong, Australia,
and took out the World Championship. Added
to that, she’s not too shabby in the other surf
lifesaving events - Holly also has awards for taplin,
beach relay, tube rescue, manikin carry. To cut a
long list of achievements short: if you’re drowning,
this is the woman you want rescuing you.
As a member of the Papamoa Swimming Club,
Holly had plenty of competitors as she was
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growing up. But as she got into her early teens,
most swimmers in her age group had given up
and Holly was suddenly training on her own.
Soon, however, she found the perfect outlet for
her excellent swimming skills.
“A friend at school belonged to the local
Papamoa Surf Club,” Holly remembers, “and
suggested I go down one day and have a look. I
decided to join as I was already a swimmer and
that’s how my Surf Lifesaving career began.”
With its social aspect and swimming element,
Holly loved the sport, and it was only a few
years before she began winning national and
international titles.
Winning the World Champion Beach Sprint title
in February this year, at only 20, didn’t feel quite
real to Holly, in spite of her impressive record.
“It’s hard to explain,” she says, “even though I
have reached the top it still doesn’t seem real
or feel like I am a world champ. Even with my
mum, dad and sister there to see me win it didn’t
really hit me till I came home and saw friends
and the rest of my extended family. Because of
all my training I wasn’t able to spend much time
with them and since I have won they have been
more accepting of why I do what I do. I still get a

B
buzz about it when I tell people or a person who
knows me congratulates me. When I was little
I always looked up to New Zealand professional
athletes and used to think that one day I would
like to stand on a podium with the New Zealand
flag and hear the national anthem, I have now
achieved this. My thoughts are now on training
and competing in the next World Surf Life Saving
Championships in 2008 in Germany.”
With the next World Champs on her mind, Holly is
shaping up for another season ahead with some
tough training comprising of ten to twelve weekly
sessions, “ranging from track running, beach
running, gym sessions to beach flags and swim
sessions,” Holly explains. The training, though,
is easy compared to the pre-race nerves for this
talented young woman. Holly knows a thing or
two about stress: “The hardest part is turning
up to the beach knowing that the expectations
of being the favourite leads to pressure from the
other athletes, the mind games and pre-race
nerves before competing.”
Although her fellow competitors put her under
pressure, Holly says, “each new season you
get to catch up with everyone and have a good
time hanging out on the beach. Even though I

Every Surf Lifeguard knows the prowerful motivation of saving a life.

topic
topic

A
may have to compete against most of these friends we don’t hold grudges
towards anyone, they are a great bunch of people.”
“So far I have competed at most major beaches in NZ, Japan, Australia (Gold
Coast & Melbourne) and am heading to Perth in April 2007,” says Holly.
“Travelling around to international beaches you get to appreciate how beautiful
and clean our beaches are here in NZ.”
Luckily for many that Holly is happy to stay at her local beach of Mount
Manganui, since she has rescued swimmers caught in rips and prevented
many more potentially hazardous situations. “Other situations have caused me
to use my first aid knowledge in cases of broken legs, dislocated shoulders
and epileptic fits. It does feel rewarding when you know you have helped a
member of the public and know that the life saving skills you have learnt have
helped someone.”
For any woman interested in taking up this sport, the rewards go beyond a
beach-buff body. “Joining Surf Life Saving can mean different experiences for
different aged people,” says Holly. “Anyone can join a Surf Life Saving club
and enjoy the different aspects available to them and to suit their level
of interest.”
But while anyone can join, it’s not a sport for the lazy, Holly stresses. The
best surf life savers are women who are “motivated and enjoy the beach
environment, can swim and interact with the public.” Of course, a certain level
of skill and fitness is another pre-requisite, since each season all Lifeguards
have to sit a refresher test: a 400-meter swim in under nine minutes, a tube
rescue in the sea, run-swim-run, first aid scenarios, and a CPR test.

As you head out to the beach this spring and summer, Holly’s hoping not to
have to pull you out of the water. “Look out for the visible signage or flags,”
she cautions recreational beach-goers. “And listen to the Lifeguards, as they
know the beach’s dangers and the changes that can occur frequently in the
local environment.” And brush up on your swimming by going to your local
swimming pool and doing plenty of lengths and laps.
Holly has a number of entertaining memories and stories which go with her
sport. However one in particular sticks in her mind:
“At the 2006 Lion Foundation Surf League, at Mount Maunganui, the first
event of the day was the 6 x 200m (mixed) beach relay. My team, Bay of
Plenty, were coming almost last half way through the event. Catching up
to second place, I took the last baton change and passed the Wellington
member down the back straight, well aware that I had an Auckland male
rugby player rapidly closing in on me.
“At the final turn of the race with 20 metres to go, I felt him tapping me on
my ankles. Knowing that he had the distance, time and strength to pass me
- with the crowd all screaming - he suddenly tripped over his own feet trying
to push pass me right on the finish line. It was very humiliating for him being
beaten by a female and very rewarding for our team… and I haven’t let him
live it down since!”

A. Holly winning her World Beach Sprint title. B. Holly and Morgan Foster,
World Champion Beach Sprinters 2006. C. Holly being interviewed by
Cory Hutchings at the Lion Foundation Surf League 2006.

Issue 41 DEC 2006

SURF:RESCUE 31

lifesaving projects underway
brett sullivan. lifesaving manager

2006/2007

lifesaving framework review
What is it?

How will we go about it?

Rescue Water Craft

With years of statistics and analysis of the ‘work’
Lifeguards get involved in, the basis of the
Lifeguard accreditation review is to ensure the
award structure and skills taught to Lifeguards
is relevant. This project will develop a structured
accreditation system and aim to provide greater
clarity to the Surf Lifeguard pathway.

1.	Establish / reaffirm current position
Establish SLSNZ’s current framework by
evaluating the current programmes. Are
aspects of the Surf Lifeguard award too basic
/ hard? How does a current Member tend to
negotiate their way through the
current pathway?

SLSNZ has recently invested in a process that
will see Rescue Water Craft (RWC) formally
recognised. Other known names of this craft
include Jet Ski and Personal Water Craft (PWC).

The focus will be on ‘what Surf Lifeguards
currently learn and practice, what Surf Lifeguards
need to be able to do, and how SLSNZ can
develop a structure to enable this to happen’.
It’s all about providing quality Surf Life Saving
services.

2.	Map Surf Lifeguard Competencies
Develop a skill and knowledge set within all
aspects of Surf Life Saving (Surf Lifeguard
competencies). In short, what skills and
knowledge does a Surf Lifeguard need in
order to effectively and efficiently prevent
drowning on NZ beaches?

Following this will be an investigation into the
potential of SLSNZ Awards becoming externally
recognised and credit bearing.

Background
The foundation of SLSNZ’s award structure
has always been the Bronze Medallion or Surf
Lifeguard Award - in place since 1934. The
organisational award structure has been subject
to intermittent review ever since with the last
being in the 2003/04 season.

Why we are doing it?
To develop a best practice lifesaving framework that
• Prevents drowning and injury by providing
quality Surf Life Saving services
• Provides a variety of training opportunities for
our Membership
• Is recognised and respected by other agencies
both nationally and internationally
• Future proofs Surf Life Saving and
ensures relevance
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Here we will look at our own information
(past patrol and incident data), plus external
information (health, recreation and migration
trends, international best practice and relevant
research). Future patrolling techniques must
be considered also. This will be hugely
educationally based and will give us raw data
on what we currently do and what we could /
should be doing.
3.	Establish a Framework or Pathway
This will see competencies placed on a
timeline of learning suitable to the needs of
the Membership
4. Programmes
Look into the point of delivery and
assessment where existing and new
programmes fit into the new Framework /
Pathway. This component of the review will
roll out gradually according to prioritisation.

The intention is to establish and outline the
requirements for use of RWC in all Surf Life
Saving operations. There are obvious benefits
and future potential of RWC use in certain
surroundings yet we will take a conservative
approach to ensure that the craft is appropriately
introduced into organisational use.
It is important to note, RWC are not viewed as
a replacement or alternative to the current job
IRB’s do on patrol. Their roving nature and the
fact that they are definitely not a ‘shore to patient’
craft, means it is unlikely to ever become a part
of the Club resources. Current policy dictates
its use is limited to Support Services where the
major thrust is to provide services at remote /
inaccessible locations and to supplement existing
Club patrols as applicable.
Surf Life Saving Northern Region’s Support
Services plan includes the use of RWC’s.
However, no other Districts regional plan has
identified that need.
For more information on this process or to view
the SLSNZ Policy on RWC please contact Brett
Sullivan at brett.sullivan@surflifesaving.org.nz

When?
It is envisaged that the project will be completed
by late 2007. Programmes, the production of
resources and the move towards credit bearing
education and qualifications will be given a
phased approach.

Surf Sports – a prime training ground for saving lives in the surf.

fresh blood
staff changes

fresh blood

staff changes
This season a number of changes have taken place around the country.
The following outlines staff changes in 4 of 9 Districts.

SLS Northern Region
Andy Kent.
Andy is the Lifesaving Development Officer.
Andy is on a fixed term contract replacing Dean
Storey who is on long term leave until May 2007.
Andy manages the Regional Guard and Regional
Support Services Programme.
Melody Edwards.
Melody is the new Development Officer for
Education and Leadership. Melody is also on
a fixed term contract while Amber Williams is
on long term leave. Melody oversees Beach
Education and other education programmes as
well as the Rookie and Leadership Programmes.
Stephanie Brosnahan.
Stephanie fills the role of Office Manager vacated
by Rachael Bruce.
SLSNR Staff: Steve Johns (CEO), Avan Polo
(Business Development), Andy Kent (Lifesaving
Development), Johnny Clough (Membership
Development), Melody Edwards (Education
and Leadership), Miriam Ellis (Surf Sport
Development), Stephanie Brosnahan (Office
Manager)

SLS Bay of Plenty
Tracy Bignell.
Tracy took over the Chief Executive’s role in late
April. Tracy comes from a local government
background and offers strengths in strategic
planning, organisational development and
developing community partnerships.

Sue Claridge.
Sue has recently joined the SLSBOP team as
Office Administrator after having worked at Sport
Bay of Plenty for five years. Over this time Sue
has built up significant knowledge of the Bay of
Plenty sports sector and a good understanding
of the issues facing not-for-profit and volunteer
organisations. Sue’s position is part-time.
SLSBOP Staff: Tracey Bignell (CEO), Ben
Fuller (Operations Manager), Sally Reid (Awards
programme, p/time) Sue Claridge (Administration
p/time)

SLS Taranaki
Clark Ellice.
Clark joins SLS Taranaki in a Development
Officer’s role responsible for Beach Education and
supporting the Regional Lifeguard programme
and other programme delivery.
SLST Staff: Alison Douglas (District Manager),
Guy Honnor (Coaching) and Clark Ellice
(Development Officer).

SLS Otago
James Coombes.
James – A new part time sport position
supporting coach and official development as
well as events.
SLSO Staff: Phil Hudson (District Manager) and
James Coombes (sport) part time

SLS New Zealand
Alex Chiet.
Coach and High Performance Manager.
Alex joined SLSNZ in October, filling the vacancy
created by Carl Gordon’s departure. A slight
change in the role sees Alex managing the High
Performance Programme as well as Coaching.
Nigel Cox.
Business Development Manager.
Nigel (previously SLSBOP CEO) began in October
in a new role created to develop Surf Life Saving’s
income streams through the development of
regular giving programmes and other income
generating methods.

SLS Canterbury
Mike Lord.
Mike is the new Surf Sport Development
Manager. Mike replaces Megan Cleverly who
resigned when offered a role with Sport BOP in
Tauranga.
SLSC Staff: Grant Lewis (District Manager),
Dougal Holmes (Lifesaving) and Mike Lord (Surf
Sport Development)

Ben Fuller.
Ben commenced working for SLSBOP in August
in the new position of Operations Manager.
Ben is responsible for overseeing programme
delivery within the organisation. Previously Ben
has worked in senior teaching positions and has
been heavily involved with surf sports within the
Bay of Plenty region. Lifeguarding experience
was gained through development roles within the
Western Districts.
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an inspiring new zealander
andrea hewitt

andrea hewitt
an inspiring

new zealander

It would appear that overnight Andrea
Hewitt has become a household name
synonymous with Triathlons and one of
the sport’s most outstanding prospects.
However, if you take into account the
30 or so national titles she won in her
career in Surf Life Saving it becomes
clear that she was always destined for
great things.
The career of the Christchurch athlete continues to
blossom. Hewitt, 24, was the first New Zealand women to
cross the finish line coming 10th at the World Cup Triathlon
meet in Lausanne, Switzerland this September.
After winning a bronze medal in only her fifth Triathlon at
the Melbourne Commonwealth Games, Hewitt finished
third in her first World Cup event of the year at Mooloolaba,
Australia, a week after she won her bronze medal.
After Surf Life Saving, Hewitt looked for another sporting
challenge – the Coast to Coast. In the lead up to this
demanding event Hewitt’s workload was huge. She was
swimming, kayaking, running and cycling, as well as
holding down a part time job as a retail assistant in one of
Christchurch’s biggest surf and skate wear stores. A few
months later Hewitt tackled the gruelling longest day race
in the Coast to Coast, finishing an astounding fourth in her
first attempt.
From then on her coach, John Hellemans, got Hewitt training
for triathlons. Just two weeks after the Coast to Coast she
took off to the National Triathlon Championships for her
debut triathlon. She crossed the line fourth overall and third
in the under 23 section, qualifying her for the World Under 23
Championships in Japan, where she won Gold.

With a resume like that
it’s no surprise Hewitt
was awarded an Air New
Zealand Inspiring New
Zealanders Scholarship.
Through this, Hamish
Carter became her
mentor which has done
wonders for Hewitt.
Ranked 18th in the world, Hewitt wants to be in the top 10,
which would be a huge achievement.
With having completed 6 European races this year she has
had a chance to not only pick up more medals, but also
more pay days in the professional sport.
The Beijing Olympics beckons high in her sights but she
knows there is a lot more training to do. Strength and
determination are two words often used to describe Andrea
Hewitt. She is of small stature but has enormous spirit.
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Every Surf Lifeguard knows the prowerful motivation of saving a life.

advertising
email communications@surflifesaving.org.nz to place your ad in the next issue

Support Surf LifeSaving
aS You enjoY Your Wine
Visit www.cellardoor.co.nz and select from the sixty plus
New Zealand wines all chosen for their excellence
in respect of value for money.
The New Zealand Herald’s wine writer, taster and judge Joëlle Thompson
has sampled each wine before it is accepted for Cellardoor,
guaranteeing you quality commensurate with the price you pay.
All wines come direct to your door from the winery.

Surf Lifesaving will benefit by $10.00 a case when you
purchase from Cellardoor. Visit the site today and stock
up for summer drinking!

Cellardoor. P.O. Box 99251, Newmarket, Auckland.
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event calendar
2007 season

event calendar 2007 season
Trillian Trust Surf Boat
Series Event 2

Trillian Trust Surf Boat
Series Event 3

Trillian Trust Surf Boat
Series Event 3

Whangamata Surf
Boat Event

North Island
Surf Boat Event

Big Wave Classic

2nd january 2007
whangamata

3rd/4th february 2007
waihi beach

24th february 2007
piha
NZ U14

Northern Regional
Championships

Lion Foundation
Surf League

Ocean Athlete
Championships

27th/28th january 2007
main beach
mt maunganui

10th/11th february 2007
main beach
mt maunganui

2nd-4th march 2007
main beach
mt maunganui

The largest regional event in New
Zealand, the NRCs are a partnership
between Northern Region,
Bay of Plenty and Gisborne.

The best of the best will battle it out
at Mt Maunganui.

Now in their fifth year the NZ
Under 14 Champs always receives
accolades from children, parents and
Clubs.

Grown in size and success through an innovative
programme and events the NRCs are a key part
of our event programme. Lifeguards from most
Districts now travel to Mt Maunganui to take part.

Southern Region U16

Ocean Athlete
Championships

Eight District teams go head to head over the
two day event. Just 13 Lifeguards in each team,
they must compete in Swim, Board, Ski, Beach,
Ironman, IRB and Canoe disciplines. Last
year the Mt Maunganui shore break provided
spectacular action that had the 2,500 strong
crowd captivated as crews battled the elements.
Teams were thankful they had back up equipment
as canoes took a hammering close to shore.
The Surf League will be televised for 6 weeks
from 11 March on TV2 4.30pm.
Support your team and enjoy a long weekend at
the Mount.

They’re about finding champions, but also
giving our younger members the chance to be
a champion. The event began in 2000 as an
initiative of Sensor Promotions. Such was the
success and feedback by members, SLSNZ
entered into a partnership with Sensor to
grow the event so Junior Surf had a national
championship.
With around 35 Clubs travelling to Mt Maunganui
each year the event is now firmly entrenched in
most Junior Surf Clubs annual plan. Almost all of
todays emerging stars have come through the
ranks at Ocean Athletes.

3rd/4th february 2007
south brighton
This is another initiative from Surf
Life Saving New Zealand this year,
following on from the success of the
national event.
Keen to grow opportunities in the Southern
Region SLSNZ will subsidise the cost to outlying
Clubs to ensurre they can also participate.
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Central Region
Championships

Southern Region

13th/14th feb 2007
hawkes bay

BP Surf Rescue
Championships

The Central Region - Hawkes Bay,
Taranaki, Western Districts and
Wellington.

10th march 2007
warrington beach
dunedin

Surf Sports – a prime training ground for saving lives in the surf.

New Zealand
Community Trust

Surf Life Saving
Championships
16th-18th march 2007
midway beach
gisborne
The NZ Championships provide
the chance to win the ultimate title.
Lifeguards can win national titles and
also earn points toward the top Club
trophy, which sees some fierce rivalry
between old foes.
Red Beach topped the charts last year winning
the Alan Gardner Trophy.

waikanae
surf life saving club
masters day
15th march 2007
waikanae beach
gisborne

NZ BP Surf Rescue
Championships
31st mar/1st apr 2007
ohope beach
whakatane
The NZ IRB Championships largely
attract a different member group to
the ‘nationals’.
With a record number of entries at the North
Island Championships held early December, it
is expected around 35 Clubs will enter the NZ
Championships. A chance to test the rescue
skills used in nearly 60% of all Rescues on our
beaches each year, these lifeguards take the
event seriously.
Tarankai’s Fitzroy Club will be looking to retain
their title as top NZ IRB Club.

Waikanae SLSC is hosting a Masters event on
the Thursday prior to the NZ Championship
starting on Friday. With competitors, officials and
supporters around 2,000 members will converge
on Gisborne.
From midday Sunday all key finals will be
contested in the central arena. This years event
will be televised TV2 on 22nd & 29th April
4.30pm.

General fun/social day, plenty of activities, all
age-groups, individual or team (male, female,
mixed) events, etc etc.
Again a special invite to past 6 Man R & R
(Nelson Shield) teams to reform for the day, fixed
positions (no pressure here!)
Definitely no refresher required!

Entertainment and Spot Prizes
For additional information see www.surflifesaving.
org.nz or to register interest, contact:
Grant Bramwell
(06) 8686361 or (021) 344297
Email: grant@firstchemist.com
or
Eric Hannah
(06) 8672732 or (027) 5037132
Email: hedgeman@xtra.co.nz
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maranui cafe review
maranui surf club, lyall bay, wellington

It’s not often Surf Clubs have queues, or people being
turned away on inclement days, but this is one Club that
has captured over 10,000 members in just 18 months of
providing a new programme to members.
The attraction is not the inviting waters of Lyall Bay, but the café that has
opened upstairs on the top floor of the building. Cleverly, a condition of
the café licence is that all patrons must be members of the Club. First time
members must sign the book at the entrance.
The Maranui Surf Life Saving Café enjoys a prime beachside location. You
can’t get much better real estate than that enjoyed by the 70 odd Surf Life
Saving Clubs throughout New Zealand. The sands of Lyall Bay beach below
are lapped by waves and the large panoramic bay window offers a sea view
out to Cook Strait and the airport. A small balcony is available on those rare
occasions when the Wellington wind makes outside dining pleasant.
Inside the ambience is equally ‘Clubbie’, with copious reference to the Clubs
strong Surf Life Saving history. The stairway is lined with historic Club photos
and the banister is made from Surf Boat oars. Even the chiller is disguised
with tiles reminiscent of the inside of a swimming pool.
The café opened in July 2005 and is especially known for its wholesome
food. The lunch menu offers several seafood options and the breakfast menu
includes eggs prepared in a variety of ways.
Open 7 days from 7.30am to 5pm. If you’re in Wellington it really is one of the
best café’s in a city renown for café dining. Congratulations Maranui.

Check reviews on
http://www.dineout.co.nz/index.php
The following review is one example of a happy patron.
The Maranui Surf Club at Lyall Bay is a
real surf club with its clubrooms (1940s
retro style building) right on the beach
with a great view out across the Bay,
south to Cook Strait, and across to the
airport. Some genius realised that there
could not be a better place for cafe on
the higher level, looking out across the
beach with a lifeguard’s view! The cafe
food is good, the coffee is great, and
on Sunday it buzzed with people, fun,
and waiting staff. You register as a club
member on arrival - not clear whether
this is for fun or a legl technicality.
Either way you walk out well fed, with a
membership card as well.
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Surf Sports – a prime training ground for saving lives in the surf.
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ARANCIA RESCUE CRAFT
designed & developed for surf life saving

Proud to be associated with Surf Life Saving for over 25 years
Wilsco fuel tanks also available to order visit our website

www.arancia.co.nz for global & local shots of arancias in action
arancia industries LTD
PO box 56585
Dominion Road
Auckland
ph +64 9 815 0469
fx
+64 9 815 0468
mb +64 21 774 867
EM info@arancia.co.nz
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Surf Rescue Magazine is distributed
FREE of charge to current members of
Surf Life Saving New Zealand
To advertise in this space, please contact: Julia McFadzien,
Communications Manager julia.mcfadzien@surflifesaving.org.nz

brainwave
XU1 $2500
This new Xfactor delivers the best. With
an extra sleek design and more lift and
more volume in the tail,
it will be a winner.

Mike Mead, Brainwave
mobilE 021 678 700
Ph 03 388 9033 FX 03 388 9903
email mike@brainwave.net.nz
WEB www.brainwave.net.nz
POST PO Box 2702 Christchurch

Xfactor Ski
one of the quickest on the market
$2500.00
Xfactor Double Ski
adjustable foot wells &
twin rudder
$4500.00
Top Cat Double Hull Surf Canoe
This new design has proved
to be a winner
$9500.00
Molokai Long Distance Ski
Specifically for long distance racing
now with a single adjustable
foot well
$2500.00
K1 Vanquish from
$2350.00
K2 Scorpian from
$4200.00
Kajner Paddles
$380.00
Outrigger Paddles x 4 $1400.00
Wing Canoe Paddles x 4 $1200.00
Boards
6 foot Nipper
$507.00
8 foot Nipper
$619.00
8’10”
$1340.00
10’6”
$1620.00
3.2m Club Rescue
$960.00
All prices include GST
Brainwave is a registered Australian
Craft Manufacturer.
We also make a range of
multi sport kayaks.

Performance products for the performance minded.

IRB Trailer
Motor Trolley
Mobile Patrol Tower
Patrol Flag Poles
Patrol Flag Tripod
Signs Danger
Rip Danger
Swim between the flags
Patrol Board Stand
Custom-made Gear Trailers

$1580.00
$310.50
$2811.38
e $51.00
e $114.00
e $139.95
e $67.50
e $96.53
$58.08
Price on enquiry

The above prices are ex-factory and GST inclusive

HAVE A SAFE SURF SEASON
71B Patiki Rd
PO Box 19 111, Avondale
Auckland, New Zealand
T: +64 9 820 0744
F: +64 9 820 0746
E: sales@covertex.co.nz
W: www.covertex.co.nz

safer beaches.
For over 37 years we’ve been
helping to keep beaches safe.
So thanks to our people in
yellow and red.....and green.

Whether you’re a
Lifeguard, Instructor,
Coach, Official or
Administrator the
time you give is your
investment in the
safety and wellbeing
of all New Zealanders.
It’s an investment in
life whatever your level
of involvement.

www.surflifesaving.org.nz

