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FEBRUARY 20201ST PLACE

CLUB: Waihi Beach Lifeguard Services
SURF LIFEGUARDS: Georgia Eldridge,
Nathaniel Palla, Nick Wagstaff, Lucy Scown,
Shanae Richardson, Tyler Ranger, Andrew
Cochrane, David Litton, Hayden Munro, David
Grant, Ben Grant, James Bray, James Lloyd,
Ben Parker, Terry Newlands, Nicole Clare,
Andrew Hodgson, Kevin Thorburn, Max
Jones, Kent Jarman, Brendan Robertson,
Andrew Earl-Peacock.

Volunteers from Waihi Beach Lifeguard Services played a vital
part in ensuring the body of a 17-year-old caught in a rip and
swept out to sea was returned to his family. 
 
The incident happened at the north end of the beach at about
12.40pm on February 21 while the beach was not being
patrolled.  An off-duty Surf Lifeguard was told that someone
was in trouble near the rocks so an IRB was set up and the
Emergency Call Out Squad activated.
 
Another off-duty Surf Lifeguard had been helping out with a
surf school near where the incident happened and joined
them. They were launching from the spot the teenager, a non-
swimmer, was last seen within five minutes of the alarm
being raised.
A local surfer also paddled out with a rescue tube.
 
Waihi Emergency Call Out Squad coordinator Andrew
Cochrane arrived at the surf club and coordinated the search 

– the Rescue Water Craft was sent to search around the
rocks where the rip current leads out to sea, a second IRB
was deployed, two Surf lifeguards searched in the water, the
police arrived and a former Surf Lifeguard was sent to walk
along the top of the tracks to get an overhead view of the
area.
 
The Rescue Helicopter and Waihi Beach Coastguard also
arrived to help, while the boy’s classmates and teachers
were taken into the club lounge and offered food and water.
 
The search continued, with crews for the IRBs and RWC
being replaced every hour or so due to the rough conditions
and fatigue. A shore line search was carried out via the all-
terrain vehicle to see if the teenager had been swept
ashore.
 
The search continued until around 6pm when it was called
off for the night due to the conditions and fading light.
 
Over the coming days the boy’s family were looked after by
the club members, the Red Cross Katikati Community Relief
Team, the Otawhiwhi Marae and the Maori Wardens.
Multiple searches were carried out each day until the
morning of March 1 when the teenager’s body was found
north of Whiritoa Beach, by Whiritoa Surf Lifeguards.
 
He was found more than 16km up the coast from where he
disappeared.


