
The man was taken back to Piha Surf Life Saving Club, due
to the large surf and the proximity to the beach.  
 
They were met by off duty United North Piha Lifeguard
Service volunteer Surf Lifeguards Mary Duff and Stephen
Butler who had driven via ATV to meet the boats and
discuss the situation with the Piha guards. 
 
The fisherman was then taken into Piha’s First Aid Room,
where Linden assessed and treated him with the Piha Surf
Life Saving Club guards. He was taken to hospital via
ambulance for precautionary assessment of hypothermia
and water inhalation. 
 
The man had been fishing with a friend when he was
knocked off the rocks by a wave. His friend immediately
threw him the angel ring for safety. They had been wearing
life jackets, but the man in the water had not deployed his
inflatable lifejacket. 
 
They had a radio with them, which they used to contact his
wife, who was sitting at Piha beach, so she could call for
assistance. 
 
When the patient was found he had been quickly going
further out to sea, into the large surf. Without lifeguards
there to pull him in as quickly as they did, his condition
would have been significantly worse, if he got rescued at all.
 

Volunteer Surf Lifeguards from United North Piha Lifeguard
Service had just begun IRB training before patrol started when
the club received a phone call from SurfCom at about 9.50am
on December 8, 2019. They were advised a man had fallen off
the rocks at Fisherman's Rock south of Piha beach, and was
in the water 50m off the rock. 
 
Off duty Surf Lifeguard Victoria Mulrennan, and Patrol Support
Grace Crimmins radioed to the IRB training group on the
beach, alerting them to the situation and preparing them to
launch. 
 
Surf Lifeguards Nathan Westerkamp and Linden Rose
launched one boat, while Surf Lifeguards Simon Reilly and
Robert Parsons launched a second, heading towards the
south end of Piha. Victoria and Grace received more
information from SurfCom – the patient was in an angel ring
and floating approximately 100m off the rocks.
 
The two IRBs had to battle significantly large surf out the
back of the beach to reach the patient. The IRB crews spotted
him in the angel ring. Linden and Nathan were the closest
boat able to manoeuvre through the large waves to pick him
up and return him to shore. 
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