
Onshore Vanda Karolczak had called an ambulance and was
ready and prepared with Jack Doyle and Reid Clancy to give
emergency first aid to the woman.
 
She was rescued in time, and due to the quick actions of the
Piha team was expected to make a full recovery with no ill
effects.
 
The rescue took place in front of Lion Rock, which meant
navigating the Lion Rock rip and the hazardous sand bars
which form on it. The surf was 2m high with onshore
conditions. 
 
Piha Surf Life Saving Club General Manager Megan Hayward
says the woman had caught an Uber from the city for a
swim at Piha and had headed straight into a rip. 
 
“She was very fortunate that our guards were out training
that day and happened to spot her. A few seconds later and
it would have been too late.
 
“She was swimming alone and came to the beach alone.
Meaning that no one would have known she had gone out
for a swim, let alone that she was face down in the water. 
 
"If the guards didn't rescue her, she wouldn't be with us
today.”

A group of instructors were teaching new lifeguards at Piha
beach on October 13, 2019 at 2pm. 
 
Rhys Lloyd spotted someone who looked like they were in
trouble in the water heading past Lion Rock. 
 
He grabbed the binoculars and confirmed that this person
was needing urgent help.
 
Rhys and Murray Stapleton jumped into action and launched
the IRB.
 
Warren Tyler, who had just qualified at patrol support the
previous weekend, kept his eyes on the drifting person so that
he could instruct the IRB crew where to go.
 
By the time the IRB was in the water the patient had been
pulled behind Lion Rock.    
 
Rhys and Murray got close and could see someone who was
face down in the water. They pulled an unresponsive 28-year-
old woman into the IRB.
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