
 

 

Date: 17/1/2020 

To: Club Chairpersons, IRB and RWC Crew, and Patrol Captains 

From: Allan Mundy 

Subject: SLSNZ Safety Case with Maritime New Zealand 

 
 

Maritime New Zealand (MNZ) are in final talks with SLSNZ regarding its application 

seeking exemption for rescue craft (IRB/RWC) to operate in excess of 5 knots, where 

there is an operational need to do so, referred to in the Maritime jargon as a “reasonable 

excuse”, when within: 

 

(a) 50 meters of any other vessel, raft, or person in the water; or 

(b) 200 meters of the shore or of any structure; or 

(c) 200 meters of any vessel or raft that is flying Flag A of the International Code of    

     Signals (divers flag). 

 

Once this nationwide exemption is granted, MNZ will have formally recognised SLSNZ’s 

IRB and RWC operations policies and procedures. All Clubs and rescue craft operators 

must ensure that they comply with SLSNZ’s IRB and RWC operation policies and 

procedures at all times.  
 

What does this mean for SLSNZ, Clubs and operators of rescue craft? 

 

SLSNZ Clubs and/or rescue craft operators must: 

 

1. Only exceed the 5 knot rule where there is an operational need (reasonable 

excuse) to do so. For example, where the rescue craft is being operated to: 

 

 rescue a person, or  

 assess that persons safety in the water, or 

 prevent immediate danger to a craft, including the rescue craft 

from capsizing within the surf zone 

 

then the rescue craft may exceed 5 knots within: 

 

(a) 50 meters of any other vessel, raft, or person in the water; or 

(b) 200 meters of the shore or of any structure; or 

(c) 200 meters of any vessel or raft that is flying Flag A of the International  

     Code of Signals (divers flag). 

 

 Operating a craft in excess of 5 knots just to get to a destination quicker is 

not a valid or reasonable excuse to breach rule 91.6 Maritime Transport Act 

1994! Just drive 200m+ off shore to fit within the maritime law! 

 

2. Recognise that limited or no knowledge of the Maritime Transport Act 1994 is not 

an acceptable defence for breaching the Maritime Transport Act 1994. Therefore 

rescue craft operators alone, found in breach of the Maritime Transport Act 1994, 

may face prosecution for any such breach. Neither SLSNZ nor its clubs are liable 

for any prosecution or fines imposed on rescue craft operators found in breach of 

the Maritime Transport Act 1994.     



 

 

 

3. Report all capsizes and/or collisions that occur during SLSNZ operations, e.g. 

during patrol, search and rescue, event safety, competition training and lifeguard 

training. Intentional capsizes of rescue craft for the training of rescue craft 

operators, are not required to be reported.  

The definition of a RWC capsize, for the purposes of this document and reporting 

requirements; is when the operator loses contact with the craft that results in the 

craft being washed away from the operator. 

The definitions of an IRB capsize, for the purposes of this document and reporting 

requirements; is when the craft is inverted in the waves. Refer to SLSNZ’s IRB and RWC 

Policies and Procedures for more details.  
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/media/988020/slsnz-incident-flow-chart-v5-june-2019.pdf 

 

 

4. Report all notifiable* and or serious* injuries sustained during, or as a 

consequence of the operation of a rescue craft, as per SLSNZ’s policies and 

procedures. *Refer to the attached Notifiable Injury Flowchart for guidance on the definition and 

process. Refer to SLSNZ’s Member Injury Policy and Procedures for specific details. 
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/media/988020/slsnz-incident-flow-chart-v5-june-2019.pdf 

  

 

5. Maintain service, maintenance and operation logs for each IRB engine and also 

for each RWC used by the club. Refer to SLSNZ Operation Manuals and policy documents Use 

of RWC and Use of IRB for details.   
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/organisation/about-us/management-documents/slsnz-policies 

 

6. SLSNZ will update training manuals and examiner manuals with content which 

addresses: 

 surveillance techniques 

 identification of other persons and craft in the water, particularly when 

rescue vessels are operating under speed, when uplifting (picking up?) 

patients, and undertaking surveillance patrols (roaming patrols). 

 

7. SLSNZ will add specific procedures to operations manuals, policies and 

procedures relating to 1 above. This may take several months, so there may be some delay 

between the production of this circular and the updating of manuals, policies and procedures.  

 

8. SLSNZ to ensure compliance to 1 above for all rescue craft operations, specifically 

for the purpose of operational necessity or to preserve control or stability of a 

vessel. 

 
All queries please email allan.mundy@surflifesaving.org.nz  

 

Allan Mundy 

National Lifesaving Manager 

Surf Life Saving New Zealand 

 

m 027 245 2660 

t 07 574 2061 (ext 708) 

e allan.mundy@surflifesaving.org.nz  
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