
 
 
 

 

With the dog growling and blocking them from reaching for her,
Conan first pulled it into the boat, before swivelling to pull the
woman up with his next motion.
 
Quickly Faron shot the boat back to the man, and he and his
Labrador were also pulled on board before all four were
delivered to the shore, where lifeguards had driven an All
Terrain Vehicle out to them with first aid gear.
 
Both mother and son were shocked at how quickly they’d got
into desperate trouble, and grateful for the lifeguards quick
action. They were given first aid and were fine.
 
The entire rescue, from the phone call to landing them back on
the beach, took four minutes, Faron says. The quick response,
and the seamless work of the entire team probably saved lives
that day. The award was made to: Samantha Gunther, who took
the emergency call, scrambled the team, and relayed
communications on the radio; Faron Turner and Conan Willis,
who crewed the IRB; Martin Burgess, who kept up the patrols
between the flags during the rescue; Stu Handford, who was
off-duty but joined the patrol with Burgess; and Pip
Cunninghame and Curtis King, who were also off-duty but drove
the ATV to the estuary to provide first aid.
 
“Speed makes all the difference when someone is in trouble in
the water. The urgency in our response and getting the IRB out
onto the water can be the difference in them surviving, so we
practice for quick responses,” Faron says.
 
The rescue was fast and effective because the entire team
worked smoothly together, communicating well, allocating
resources quickly and wisely in the changing situation, and
putting to use solid lifesaving techniques.
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A woman being pushed under the waves was probably close to
drowning, and her son was also in trouble, when lifeguards
pulled them from a strong rip, thanks to a speedy emergency
response. The Orewa lifeguards were on patrol when a 111
report came in at the same time lifeguards spotted someone
running toward them down the beach from the Orewa estuary. A
man and his dog had been spotted in trouble in the estuary.
 
Having been the site of many previous rescues, the lifeguards
knew the dangers of the strong rip tides at the estuary, and
began launching the IRB when they first saw the runner heading
toward them. As they reached the estuary people on the shore
pointed to the man in the water. IRB driver Faron Turner and
lifeguard Conan Willis found a man in his 20s, holding his head
out of the water by balancing on an underwater rock while he
supported an elderly labrador, and gesturing them further out to
sea. There they caught sight of two more heads, bobbing in and
under the waves.
 
The situation was urgent, they gunned the boat out to the
second pair, and found the man’s mother treading water and
desperately trying to hold her panicking staffie cross above
water. Her face was covered in blood from his scratches, and
his paws on her shoulders were forcing her under the water.
Faron says the signs were strong that she was close to losing
the strength to surface again.
 
 


