
 

He was able to signal a nearby surfer, who came to help, and they
loaded the weaker swimmer onto the surfboard, which the surfer
paddled in, and Jimmy continued to swim the other swimmer in.
 
Meanwhile, two bystanders grabbed rescue boards and paddled
out to help, and another swimmer entered the water, but all three
were also sucked into the rip.
 
A local had passed on the call for help to Surf Life Saving Northern
Region operations manager Alan Gibson who was in the
community, and he triggered an alert with SurfComm, the region’s
rescue communication centre. At SurfComm, duty officer Tara Coe
called out the Bethells Beach SLSP Call-Out Squad, and liaised with
police.
 
At the Bethells Beach watchtower Pia Harpour responded as patrol
captain, and began directing lifeguards to help Jimmy. Dean
Maddaford got the IRB out, and brought a first aid kit down to the
beach.
 
At the beach, Jimmy handed over the first two swimmers into
Dean’s care. Then on a rescue board he headed back out to two
bystanders who had taken rescue boards, to give them directions
to help them get out of the rip, and he paddled the last swimmer
back to the beach.
 
All five people who were rescued or assisted out of the water were
fine, one of the first two swimmers had mild hypothermia, and the
guards helped warm them before they were able to go home.
 
The beach was particularly dangerous that day, as the surf was
calm, so people did not realise the rip was so powerful. Tara says
the incident would probably have resulted in two or three deaths, if
the Call-Out Squad had not been available after hours to help.

Off-duty lifeguards at Bethells Beach were kept busy on the
afternoon of March 26, with the rescue of three swimmers in
trouble in a rip, assisting two more people away from the rip,
and helping with a badly broken ankle.
 
Bethells Beach Surf Life Saving Patrol (SLSP) senior lifeguards
Jimmy Kendrick and James Lea were told by locals that a man
in a walking party had injured himself jumping across a creek.
They found he had a badly broken ankle, and during the two-
hour wait for the ambulance to reach the remote community,
they stayed with him and kept him calm.
 
Jimmy, who is a professional paramedic, was able to straighten
the broken ankle to provide pain relief and improve limb
circulation, and when the ambulance arrived, he gave the
patient pain relief before he was taken to hospital.
 
Soon afterwards, Jimmy was about to go for a swim, when he
saw two swimmers being pulled out to sea in a rip. He asked a
bystander to get help if he signalled back to him with his arm
up, and swam out to check on the swimmers.The brother and
sister were getting weaker struggling against the rip, and were
in trouble. He raised his arm to raise the alarm, then calmed
them, and asked them to float on their back. And holding a
wrist each, towed them out of the rip’s current sideways.
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CLUB: Bethells Beach SLSP
SURF LIFEGUARDS: Jimmy Kendrick; Pia
Harpour, Dean Maddaford, James Lea. 
With thanks to SLSNR Staff who assisted:
Alan Gibson and Tara Coe.


