
 

 January 3rd, 2019     Taylors Mistake, Christchurch  

 Tisha Jamieson, Craig Jamieson, Mike Smith, Patrice de Beer, Kate Suter,    

Melissa Patterson, Eden Cotter, Tom Denman 

Following a call from SLSNZ, the Taylors Mistake crew responded to a notification by Police that a young male had fallen 
from the cliff face to the east of the beach. 

Knowing the potential seriousness of injuries the patient had suffered, and who was listed as critical (Status 1), Mike 
Smith made the decision to contact key members of the emergency callout squad who had the Pre-Hospital Emergency 

Care (PHEC) qualification.  

Tisha Jamieson, Craig Jamieson, Mike Smith, Patrice de Beer, all rushed to the scene to help armed with advanced first 
aid knowledge due to the extent of the injuries in this delicate emergency. Sumner SLSC’s highly skilled ECOS team Kate 

Suter, Melissa Patterson, Eden Cotter and Tom Denman also launched their IRB to assist the team from Taylors.  

When the surf lifeguards were first dispatched, the patient’s exact location was not known, so an IRB was prepared to 
start a search in the water, but due to the low tide, they were able to reach the patient via foot over the rocks.  

Craig and Tisha Jamieson arrived on scene first and uplifted the first aid rapid response packs. An off duty Paramedic also 
heard the call, and was close to Taylors Mistake, so he also responded. 

The patient had been found first by the Police unit after friends of the patient flagged them down. They were distraught, 

and advised the Police of the patient’s location. Upon reaching the patient they found that the patient was non-
responsive, had multiple injuries to head, face, body and limbs, and had difficulty breathing. He was lying close to the 
water’s edge, and was at risk of the incoming tide. The Police repositioned the patient to avoid the risk of water 
inhalation. 

PHEC trained lifeguards (Craig, Tisha, Patrice and Mike) were on scene to assist in the treatment, and provided direct 
assistance to the Paramedic, along with a PHEC trained Police officer and an orthopedic theatre nurse who was at the 
beach. 

The patient was found to have extensive facial and head trauma, multiple fractures and internal injuries. The advanced 
Paramedic established IV lines, and commenced treatment for the severe trauma involved. Lifeguards assisted in the 
response treatment of the patient by stabilising the head and neck of the patient, as well as being advised to apply direct 
traction for a fractured femur. 

The team from Taylors Mistake then worked quickly with paramedics, Police, Westpac Rescue Helicopter and an off-duty 
nurse to stabilise the patient allowing the patient to be winched away from the rocks and incoming tide, onto the beach, 
before being airlifted to hospital. 

At the time of the rescue, Police had high praise for the lifeguards involved, and made special mention of their skills, 
including the ability to clear a safe landing area for the helicopter and the way they integrated their first aid expertise 
into the response without requiring guidance. 

Ultimately, this patient got the vital care they needed to get to hospital thanks to the quick, 
safe and effective intervention of surf lifeguards. Their involvement undoubtedly made a  
difference to this patient, while also working well with multiple emergency services to 

provide best care and increase chances of survival. This rescue shows how vital lifeguards  
are in their community, even during accidents and medical emergencies. 
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Recognising Outstanding Rescues 

 


