
 

 
 

 

 
What are we doing? 
Surf Life Saving New Zealand (SLSNZ) wishes to consult clubs on the new Lifesaving activities 
around rocks - Policy SLS032, applying the amber club consultation process. 
 
Why are we doing it? 
In November 2016 a club had a rock training incident which resulted in severe, potentially life 
threatening injury to the member.  Following a WorkSafe NZ ‘Duty Holder Review’ into this incident it 
was identified that there was insufficient guidance and teaching material available to members and 
clubs wanting to take part in lifesaving activities around rocks, including those wanting to lead club 
members around rocks for the purpose of ‘familiarisation’ with the local environment and hazards. 
The only formal training SLSNZ provided to members around rock entries, exits and rescues was 
during National Lifeguard School. Therefore the key recommendations for SLSNZ were to: 
 

1. Review who receives training in lifesaving activities around rocks and what training material 
and SOPs are made available 

2. Put formal risk assessment processes in place for training exercises involving lifesaving 
activities around rocks. 

 
What have we done so far? 
In September 2017, SLSNZ issued an interim position statement requesting clubs stop all lifesaving 
activities around rocks for those members who hadn’t received any formal training until such time 
that new training material and associated policy guidance could be developed. Over the last 12 
months, a group from the SLSNZ BP Leaders for Life programme have developed a new ‘Rock 
Training & Rescue Module’, which is ready to roll out to clubs, pending the consultation process 
around the new policy, which is likely to take a few more months to complete properly. 
 
What does it mean for members? 
Until such time that the new policy has been accepted by the membership and endorsed by the 
Board, the interim position statement remains in place. However, recognising the need for Clubs to 
continue with their lifesaving activities around rocks, SLSNZ will implement a regional training 
process, delivered by approved SLSNZ facilitators, for those wishing to be accredited as a ‘Rock 
Rescue Instructor’. This 1 day course is currently being developed to be ready for implementation on 
1st December 2018.  This course will be available to those that meet the instructor pre-requisites and 
will involve delivery of the new Rock Training & Rescue Module, risk management, fitness 
competency and teaching. In addition, all regional Intermediate Lifeguard Schools from 2018 
onwards will complete the new Rock Training and Rescue Module as part of the school.  This was 
trialled with the Northern, Eastern and Central ILGS in early 2018 with great success. Members who 
wish to train as Rock Rescue Instructors and meet the prerequisites in the Policy must, apply for 
SLSNZ approval by emailing your qualifications and experience to the National Education Manager at 
belinda.slement@surflifesaving.org.nz. 
 
What does SLSNZ want from members and Clubs now? 
Please send all feedback on the new policy to the National Lifesaving Manager at 
allan.mundy@surflifesaving.co.nz 
 

Closing date for the initial consultation period is Fri 28th October 2018 
 

Date: 21st  September 2018 

To: All Clubs 

From: Allan Mundy, National Lifesaving Manager   

Subject: Lifesaving activities around rocks   


