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Background 

Surf Life Saving New Zealand (SLSNZ) Members undertake a wide range of physical 
activities. While risk management practices are encouraged and undertaken, there will 
always be times when injuries occur. 

 

For the purpose of monitoring both trends and injury management SLSNZ will maintain a 
‘Incident & Accident report form/register’ which will be incorporated into all programme 
reviews. 

 

For the purpose of this policy, ‘Serious Harm’ is defined as “any injury that takes place in the 
course of surf lifesaving activity that requires medical treatment from a trained and 
recognised health care provider immediately following the incident [i.e. Doctor, Dentist etc]”. 

 

Procedures 

When a Club or National Organisation coordinates an activity that results in ‘Serious Harm’ 
occurring to a member they will:- 

 Follow your Club Health & Safety Manual Guidelines (reporting of injury/serious injury) 

 Record details of the injury on the ‘SLSNZ Incident Report Form’  

In the case of a Club reported member injury 

 The Club will forward the form to the relevant Regional Manager (RM) 

 The RM will:- 

a. After discussion with the Club/s, determine if an investigation is required into the 
causal factors of the injury; 

b. If an investigation is undertaken a copy of the investigation report will be forwarded to 
both the Club and SLSNZ; 

c. Forward a copy of the ‘SLSNZ Incident Report Form’ to the SLSNZ Regional 
programmes and Services Manager 

In the case of a SLSNZ reported member injury: 

 SLSNZ will:- 

a. Determine after consultation with the Board of Directors if an independent 
investigation is required into the causal factors of the injury  

b. Manage / Contract any independent investigation report  

c. Maintain a register of members who incur serious injury while undertaking Surf Life 
Saving activity 


