
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Surf Life Saving New Zealand - Southern Region 1063 Ferry Road, Ferrymead, Christchurch 8023 

PO Box 22528, Christchurch 8142.  www.surflifesaving.org.nz 

Date: 25/05/2017  

To: Club Contacts, Sport Staff, Pool Championships Event Management Committee  

From: Mike Lord  

Subject: New Zealand Pool Competition Rules Clarifications  

 

This memo outlines key clarifications on the rules for the New Zealand Pool Competition Manual 

(Updated May 2017). 

 

Clarifications: 

The rules below have been reviewed for clarification internationally and the following judging will be 

applied moving forward. 

 

4.8  Manikin Relay (4x 25m) and 4.15 Brick Relay (4x25m) 

Current Rule: 

4.8 Manikin Relay (4 x 25 m) (note this also applies to 4.15  Brick Relay -4 x 25 m, point 

b) 

c)   Taking assistance from any pool fitting (e.g., lane rope, steps, drains or underwater 

hockey fittings) – not including the bottom of the pool (DQ17). 

 

 

DQ17 

Code and Disqualification Events 

17.   Taking assistance from any pool fitting (e.g., lane rope, 

steps, drains or underwater hockey fittings) when surfacing 

with the manikin – not including the bottom of the pool. 

Manikin Carry, Manikin 

Carry with Fins, Manikin 

Relay Rescue Medley, 

Super Lifesaver 

 

Rule Clarification: 

4x25m Manikin or Brick Relay Teams would not be disqualified if: 

 The second and fourth competitor touched or had their hand on a lane rope while the first 

competitor was swimming their leg of the race; or 

 The first and fourth competitor touched or had their hand on a lane rope while the second 

competitor was swimming their leg of the race; or 



 

 

 The first and third competitor touched or had their hand on a lane rope while the third 
competitor was swimming their leg of the race. 

providing that: 

 The second competitor was not touching the lane rope at the time of taking the manikin/brick 

from the first competitor; and 

 The fourth competitor was not touching the lane rope at the time of taking the manikin/brick 

from the third competitor; and 

 At all times there was no affect or interference to competing teams by the competitors in 
adjoining lane caused by touching or holding onto the lane rope 

It is important that non involved members in a relay changeover stay well clear of the involved 

member in the process (e.g. the fourth competitor cannot have any involvement in the 

changeover between the first and second competitors). As such the best way to demonstrate this 

is to be as far to the side as possible from the changeover and this may include touching or 

holding the lane rope. 

The reason for this is includes: 

 The only specific requirement listed is 4.8.1 d) which requires competitors only to remain in 

the water at the surface in their lanes until the completion of the event is signalled; and 

 There would be no judging of competitors who while not actually completing their leg of the 

race as having taken assistance for the lane rope to gain an advantage (Section 4.8.3 c)) 
unless they interfered with a team in the adjoining lane. 

 

4.7  Line Throw – 12.5 m 

 

Current Rule: 

4.7.1 Event description 

b) Starting position: The thrower stands in the throw zone facing the victim, motionless 

with heels and/or knees together and arms straight down and beside the body. The end of 

the throw line is held in one hand. 

The victim treads water on the near side of the rigid crossbar in allotted lane. The victim 

holds both the throw line and the crossbar with one or two hands. 

 

Rule Clarification: 

The purpose of the rule highlighted is to ensure that all the teams use the same amount of line to 

effect the rescue of the victim and therefore the following points shall apply. 

 The thrower may have the end of the line completely within their hand or up to 1cm extruding 

out the back of the hand while in the starting position. 

 Officials and/or Starter are required to inform athletes if they are not in the correct starting 

position before the Starters command “Take your marks” is given.  (3.2 Starts b)) 

 If a competitor have been instructed to correct their starting position and does not do so it 

may be ruled as an unfair advantage and therefore result in a DQ. 

 

  



 

 

7.4  Swim Fins 

 

Current Rule: 

Fins are measured while not worn. Swim fins used in competitions shall comply with the 

following specifications: 

Length: maximum overall length 650 mm, including ‘shoe’ or ankle strap (ankle 

strap extended). 

Width: 300 mm maximum at the widest point of the blade 

Note: All competitors in U11, U12, U13 and U14 events are not eligible to use the “fiberglass” 

type of fin in any event including the mega relay.  All fins used by these age groups shall 

comply with the above specifications. 

 

 

 

Rule Clarification: 

14 years old – Masters age groups are eligible to use the “fiberglass” type of fin in any event. 

 

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me on the details below. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Mike Lord 

Sport Manager 

Surf Life Saving New Zealand 

 

m 0274 571 025 

t 03 384 4902 (4) 

e mike.lord@surflifesaving.org.nz  
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