
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Eastern Region Update – December 2015 
 

Hi Eastern Region Clubbies, 

 
It’s that time of the season when Beach Ed is in full swing and the start of the Regional Lifeguard 

Service season is just around the corner, this summer will see just over 110 Regional Lifeguards 

employed across the Eastern Region. During this week Inductions, First Aid Scenarios and First Aid 

Refreshers are taking place across for Bay of Plenty and Coromandel areas and then in the Gisborne 

Area next week.  

 

Over the last three years there has been steady growth in sustainable Regional Lifeguard Service 

funding, this has allowed us to:  

1) Look at lifeguard wages across the board  

2) Add patrolling areas and extra lifeguards in critical zones such as South Beach Whangamata, 

Tolaga Bay and Waikanae/Midway  

3) Deliver an increased professional service and level of support and supervision.  

The 2016/2017 will mark the next three year cycle where our focus will be on providing a fixed 

Flagged Area at Tay Street and Papamoa East and looking at other fringe areas where a 

demonstrated need exists, this will then see us patrolling 26 areas across the Eastern Region during 

the peak of summer.    

 

Please note this will be our last Eastern Region Update for 2015. We have scheduled the first one for 

2016 to come out in mid-January and then the next one for the start of March, this is so we can 

focus around the ‘on beach’ activities and support where needed.  Also we will be looking to refresh 

the Eastern Region Updates, so if you have any feedback can you please send it through to 

chris.emmett@surflifesaving.org.nz.   

As was published in the November ER Update, the Christmas New Year’s period, we will again be 

closing the office. This year it will be from 12 noon Thursday 24th of December 2015 through to 

8am Tuesday 5th of January 2016, Also as part of the busy period we run a Duty Officer system 

to deal with any immediate club support issues, please see below for who will be available directly:    

 

Duty Officer: 24th December 2015 to 30th December 2015 – Chris Emmett 

Duty Officer: 31st December 2015 to 5th January 2016 – Leigh Sefton    

 

As this is the last update before the start of silly season, I would like to wish you all a Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year and hopefully the water gets warmer and all of us catch some waves 

and some stage, look forward to seeing you out there.  

 

Yours in Surf…. 

 
Chris Emmett 

Eastern Region Manager 

mailto:chris.emmett@surflifesaving.org.nz


 

In this edition 
 Upcoming Courses & Events 

 Club and Membership development 

 Lifesaving and Education Update 

 Sports Update 

Upcoming Courses & Events (Click Calendar here) 

Bay of Plenty Patrol Captains Workshop (Whakatane) 

When: Sun 6 Dec 

Venue: Whakatane SLSC 

Time: 9 am  
 
National Lifeguard School - Fitzroy 

When: Fri 11 – Sun 13 Dec 

Venue: Fitztroy SLSC, New Plymouth 

 

Whangamata Classic    
When: 12th  December  

Venue: Whangamata Main Beach 

Time:  9 am 

 
The Mount Monster   

When: 19th  December 

Venue: Mt Main Beach 

Time: 10 am 

 
Coromandel Instructors Training Course (Waihi) 

When: 20 December 

Venue: Waihi Beach 

Time: 9 am 

 
Bay Of Plenty Junior Championships 

Entries are open, flyers are up, and we are expecting a large turnout at Waihi Beach.  

When:  20th December 

Venue: (TBC) 

Time: 9 am 

 

NZ Surf Boat Series: Whangamata Surf Boat Spectacular 
When:  2 January 

Venue: Whangamata Beach 

 

Gisborne Senior Championships 

When: 9th January 

Venue: Midway 

 

Omanu Day of Champions 

When:  24 January 

Venue: Omanu Beach 

 

Eastern Regional Senior Championships (ERC’s) 

Entries are open, flyers are up, The ERC’s has a proud history of being not only one of the biggest 

Surf Life Saving Event’s in New Zealand, but one of the most competitive.  

When:  30-31 January 

Venue: Mt Main Beach 

http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/calendar/
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/calendar/
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/media/652582/20150611_nv-whanga-classic-event-memo-15.pdf
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/sport/calendar/Details?/calendar/2015/december/bay-of-plenty-junior-championships/
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/sport/calendar/Details?/calendar/2016/january/eastern-region-senior-championships/


 

Club and Membership Development  

 

Hi Team, hope everyone is keeping well heading into the crazy season. I have been out and about 

visiting a few club admins and key personal involved with instructing and examining, I have to say it 

has been a real pleasure meeting with such wonderful, dedicated and passionate people and I look 

forward to meeting more of you in my travels. If you haven’t had a visit from me, don’t worry, I will 

be doing the rounds soon.   

 

What’s been happening?  

Leigh Sefton has handed over the administration of lifeguard exams in the Bay of Plenty and 

Coromandel to me, Leigh will still ultimately be responsible for the exams but all registrations are to 

be sent through to me. So far we have had 2 big exams in the Bay of Plenty qualifying 41 new 

lifeguards and there are more exams lined up for December.  

 

The Patrol Captains Course in Whangamata went well, our facilitator Elizabeth McLean ran a great 

course and the feedback that was received was fantastic! It’s great to see clubbies from around the 

region coming together to upskill and further their lifeguard development.  

 

 
 

Eastern Region Intermediate Lifeguard Program 2016 

 

Start getting excited! We have set a tentative date for the Intermediate Lifeguard Program of the 

28th/29th of February and will be putting more information on how register soon.  

 

We are calling for expressions of interest for those wanting to attend as Instructors or Mentors, if 

this sounds like you then please send through your details – my contact info below.   

 

More details to follow – Watch this Space!  

Contact: Chaz Gibbons  

Phone: 0275623337  

Email: chaz.gibbons-campbell@surflifesaving.org.nz 

 

What’s coming up?  

 

 Rookie Coordinator Briefing – SLSNZ ER Office – 3rd December 6:30pm 

 Rookie Coordinator Briefing – Whiritoa SLSC – 5th December 12:30pm  

 Patrol Captains Course – Whakatane 6th December  

 Surf Lifeguard Exam – Maketu – 6th December  

 Instructors Course – Waihi (TBC) – 20th December 

 Surf Lifeguard Exam – Waihi – 19th December 



 

 

Lifesaving & EducationUpdate  

Beach Education has kicked off in all of our areas 

now.  We completed a second induction day for the 

instructors who weren’t able to make the first one. The 

instructors are all positive about the additions we have 

made to the programme this year. The first two weeks 

of December are nearly fully booked out at most of our 

beaches. Some days we have over 300 students doing 

Beach Education across the Eastern region. By 

Christmas we would have 

delivered Beach Education to 3,700 students in our 

region in just four weeks. Then we have a similar 

number booked in for February.  

 

This week we have a Surf to Schools tour happening around the Hick’s Bay area. Two instructors, 

Peter Boyd and Aidan Lawrence, are going to different schools and taking the students through a fun 

and informative programme where they learn about surf safety. This is great for schools that are a 

long way from the beach and can’t manage to get their students to a surf club for the day. 

 

It’s lovely to be getting such positive feedback from the teachers when I pop down to visit the 

beaches. One teacher from Thames South School sent me this after their day at Waihi last week: 

 

“What a wonderful day we had thank you, we had a great team of life savers working with us and please pass on 

again our appreciation. We had many asleep on the bus ride home so fresh air and surf worked their magic. 

Looking forward to meeting up again.” 

It has been a great start to our Beach Education season in the Eastern region. 

 

 
 

The Regional Lifeguard Service (RLS) kicked off this week with its Bay of Plenty and Coromandel 

inductions. Both regions fronted with good numbers and great attitudes about the upcoming season. 

The induction process covers the general expectations of SLSNZ in regards to patrolling 

professionally, and provides an interactive training environment to ensure that all of the Eastern 

Region RLS teams are fully prepared for looking after our beaches over summer.  

 

This year we decided to do something new and bring in local police and council representatives to 

the induction days to talk to the regional lifeguards about emergency service communication and 

some of the area-specific protocols around situations that we as lifeguards can often be involved in 

that are not necessarily part of our core service (i.e. fires, dogs on the beach etc.). This information 

was extremely beneficial to many of the lifeguards, particularly the international applicants who we 

welcome to our team. Dennis Mundy from Pacific Medicare was present for the second days of the 



 

two inductions to take a First Aid Level 1 and 2 refresher for those lifeguards who needed to refresh 

their qualifications. Next week the Gisborne induction will be taking place for the teams that are 

patrolling Tolaga Bay, Wainui, Midway and Waikanae.  

The rosters are now being finalised, and we are all looking forward to getting out on the beach to 

join our regional and volunteer lifeguards on patrol. 

 

Seth Rackham (Whangamata SLSC) and Andrew Roy (Mt. Maunganui LGS) have been appointed as 

the Regional Lifeguard Supervisors for the 2015/2016 season. Last year Seth covered the 

Coromandel Region as supervisor, and this year his role will include managing the regional lifeguard 

teams in the Coromandel and Bay of Plenty areas on a day-to-day basis (Hot Water Beach down to 

Opotiki). Andrew will be covering the Gisborne area (Tolaga Bay, Wainui, Midway and Waikanae). 

They will both be working closely with the teams within their areas to ensure the high standard of 

professional lifeguarding is maintained. Their focus for this season is upskilling lifeguards, and they 

will be on the beach running trainings and helping with patrols nearly everyday.  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 

BOP Regional Guards 

2015/16 

Coromandel Regional Guards 
2015/16 

 



 

Sports Update 
 

 
2015 Spring Series #3       28th November - Mt Maunganui 

For full results click here 
1km Beach Run 
Declan Dempster (U16, Mt) 1, Matt Oliver (U16, Papamoa) 2 
2km Beach Run - Mixed 
Nick Hamlin (U19, Whangamata) 1, Connor Dempster (U16, Mt) 2, Tabitha Marshall (U16, Mt) 3, Sandra Boubee (Masters, 
Papamoa) 
Board Race (Male): Final Division A 
Scott Cowdrey (Open, Papamoa) 1, Daniel Barron (U19, Mt) 2, Josh Jarvis U19, Omanu) 3, Declan Dempster U16, Mt)  
Final Division B 
1, Patrick Bird (U16, Mt) 2, Nick Ayers (Open, Omanu) 3, Max Jullian (U19, Mt)  
Board Race  (Female): Final Division A 
Libby Bradley (U19, MT) 1, Ella Pollock (U16, Omanu) 2, Ariana Moffat (U19, Papamoa) 3, Julie Orgeval (U19, Mt)  
Final Division B 

Phoebe Edwards (U16, Omanu) 1, Julia Conway (U19, Mt) 2, Joy Mitchell (U16, Omanu) 3, Kaitlyn Reid (U16, Whakatane)  
Ski Race (Female): Final Division A 
Ashley Cochrane (Open, Omanu) 1, Maia Bryant (U19, Papamoa) 2, Georgia Stewart (U19, Omanu) 3, Molly Alton (U16, 
Papamoa)  
Final Division B 
Carla Reid (U19, Whakatane) 1, Katrina Gadsby (U19, Mt) 2, Sophie Hayden (U16, Papamoa) 3, Libby Bradley (U19, Mt)  
Ski Race (Male): Final Division A 
Josh Jarvis (U19, Omanu) 1, Andrew Newton (Open, Mt) 2, Dylan Williams (U19, Mt) 3, Nick Wilson (U19, Mt)  
Final Division B 
Nick Hamlin (U19, Whangamata) 1, Mason Pickering (Open, Papamoa) 2, Scott Miller (U19, Papamoa) 3, Max Jullian (U19, 
Mt)  
Taplin (Male) 
Omanu A, Papamoa A, Omanu B, Papamoa B  
Taplin (Female) 
Omanu A, Papamoa B, Papamoa A, Omanu B 

 

Surf Officials 

Over the past month we have run six Surf Official Level 1 courses in 

the Eastern Region, and now have an additional 95 new Officials who 

are able to assist with running Surf Sport events in the region. A 

special thank you to the ER Facilitators: Ross Edwards, Ross Merrett, 

Sue Quilter, Michelle Richardson, and Greg Rieger. 18 of those new 

officials have already begun to work on getting their observations 

signed off, as they were put through their paces with a very large 

turnout of 340 Junior surf athletes at the first BOP Junior Carnival.  
 

Missing Competitor : Shallow Water Search Procedure Familiarisation 

 

A big thank you to the Mount Maunganui 

senior training squad and to the lifeguards 

at Trust Waikato Waihi Beach SLSC for 

undertaking the Missing Competitor: 

Shallow Water Search Procedure. This 

training was carried out to ensure that an 
 

efficient response at their respective beaches to such an emergency at any surf sport event.  

 

http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/media/659176/bop-spring-series-3-results.pdf

