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Refer Business 
to Aon. Support 
Your Surf Life 
Saving Club.
Move your business insurance to Aon and they’ll give 15% of their 
fee to your Surf Life Saving club.

Aon is in the Business of Better Decisions.

Find out more

aon.co.nz/sls-referral 
slsnz.referrals@aon.com

Terms and conditions apply.



MESSAGE FROM THE AON NEW ZEALAND CEO 
 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 2026 Aon New Zealand Pool Rescue 
Championships.

Now in our third year as Major Partner, Aon is proud to support Surf Life Saving New 
Zealand and celebrate an event that showcases skill, dedication and service to communities 
across Aotearoa. These championships are far more than a sporting competition. They 
develop and test the lifesaving capabilities that help keep New Zealanders safe on our 
beaches every summer.

At Aon, we exist to shape decisions for the better. That purpose aligns strongly with Surf 
Life Saving New Zealand’s mission to save lives and protect communities. Together, we 
share a commitment to helping people understand risk, build resilience and make informed 
decisions when it matters most.

Over the years, this event has continued to strengthen - bringing together athletes, 
volunteers, officials and supporters from clubs across the motu. The community spirit, 
teamwork and determination shown throughout the weekend are a powerful reminder of 
Surf Life Saving New Zealand’s impact nationwide.

On behalf of Aon New Zealand, thank you to everyone who contributes to making this event 
possible. To all competitors, best of luck over the weekend. We look forward to celebrating 
your achievements and recognising the important role you play in helping make our 
communities safer for everyone.

 
Melissa Cantell 
Chief Executive Officer 
Aon New Zealand



WHO IS  
COMPETING?
The championships will bring together 551 
athletes from clubs across New Zealand, 
Australia, Spain and Norway, spanning a 
wide range of experience – from Juniors 
aged 10–13 – and emerging talent to 
seasoned national representatives and 
current world record holders.

Competitors will contest a range of pool 
rescue disciplines designed to simulate 
lifesaving scenarios while showcasing 
athletic performance, rescue proficiency, 
and teamwork. Many of New Zealand’s 
top athletes will be competing as they 
strive for national honours and selection 
opportunities at the highest level.

ABOUT THE COMPETITION
The 2026 Aon New Zealand Pool Rescue Championships is New Zealand’s premier Pool 
Rescue competition, bringing together the country’s most skilled lifesavers to test their 
speed, technique, and teamwork in a highly competitive aquatic environment.

Over three days, athletes from surf lifesaving clubs across Aotearoa and abroad will 
compete for national titles while demonstrating the rescue skills that underpin Surf 
Life Saving. The event also serves as a key pathway and selection opportunity for New 
Zealand’s national lifesaving teams.



POOL RESCUE EVENTS
The 2026 Aon New Zealand Pool Rescue Championships will feature a range of individual and team events 
designed to simulate lifesaving scenarios while testing speed, rescue skills, and teamwork.

For full event descriptions and competition rules, please refer to the current  
Surf Life Saving New Zealand Pool Rescue Competition Manual.

Competition times are approximate 
and subject to change.

KEY 
EVENT 
TIMES

Presentations will be conducted at various times throughout 
the competition, as well as at the conclusion of each day.

2026 OCTOBER

02
FRI

TEAM MANAGERS MEETING 7.30AM

OPENING WHAKAWATIA 7.45AM

COMPETITION START 9.00AM

03
SAT

TEAM MANAGERS MEETING 7.30AM

COMPETITION START 8.00AM

04
SUN

TEAM MANAGERS MEETING 7.30AM

COMPETITION START 8.00AM

• Brick Carry

• Brick Relay

• Obstacle Swim

• Obstacle Relay

• Manikin Carry

• Manikin Carry with Fins

• Manikin Tow with Fins

• Manikin Relay

• Super Lifesaver

• Rescue Medley

• Line Throw

• Lifesaver Relay

• Patient Tow with Fins

• Swim with Fins

EVENTS INCLUDE:

https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/sport/sport-resources


STAY CONNECTED 
Follow the action throughout the championships 
with results, highlights, photos, and event updates.

FOLLOW 
THE ACTION 
ONLINE

Swimify will be the official live timing platform 
for the 2026 Aon New Zealand Pool Rescue 
Championships. Follow the competition in 
real time with access to live results, heat 
draws and lane allocations, split times as they 
happen, competition timelines, and club and 
competitor points standings.

ACCESS SWIMIFY
•  �Mobile App: Download Swimify Livetiming from 
the Apple App Store or Google Play Store.  
Please note that mobile app  
access is subscription based.

•  �Web Version: (Free)  
SCAN THE QR CODE  
or click here

SCAN THE QR CODE
or click here

DAILY  
WRAP-UPS

SCAN THE QR CODE
or click here

SLSNZ

SCAN THE QR CODE
or click here

SLSNZ SPORT

SCAN THE QR CODE
or click here

SLSNZ

SCAN THE QR CODE
or click here

SLSNZ SPORT

https://au.swimify.com/competitions/2026-aon-new-zealand-pool-rescue-championships-2026-10-02/events/schedule
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/news
https://www.facebook.com/surflifesaving/
https://www.facebook.com/slsnzSport/
https://www.instagram.com/surflifesavingnz
https://www.instagram.com/slsnzsport


SIR OWEN G. GLENN 
NATIONAL AQUATIC CENTRE
17 ANTARES PLACE,  
ROSEDALE, AUCKLAND

Join us to watch New Zealand’s best pool rescue athletes  
competing for national titles.

SPECTATOR INFORMATION:

Is it free to attend? 
Yes. Spectator entry is free throughout the event.

Do I need tickets? 
No tickets are required.

Is it suitable for families? 
Absolutely. The event is family-friendly  
and suitable for all ages. 

Can I bring food and drinks? 
Yes. Refreshments will also 
be available for purchase at a 
number of cafes in close proximity 
to the venue. 

Is there seating available? 
Yes, but seating is limited as the 
grandstands are also used by 
competitors throughout the event.

COME  
& WATCH  
IN PERSON

EVENT MERCH
A range of event apparel 
and supporter merchandise 
will be available for athletes, 
families, and supporters 
looking to commemorate 
the championships.

Official event merchandise 
will be available thanks to 
NZ Uniforms. SCAN THE  

QR CODE

or click here

https://surflifesaving.nzuniforms.com/catalog/aon-new-zealand-pool-rescue-championships-1108008.htmx


GETTING THERE
Sir Owen G. Glenn  
National Aquatic Centre 
17 Antares Place,  
Rosedale, Auckland

PARKING
Free and paid public parking is available at 
and around the venue, however spaces may 
be limited during peak competition times.

Please allow extra time when arriving and 
follow any event signage or instructions from 
venue staff.

ROADSIDE PARKING
Many roadside parking spaces in the 
surrounding area are free. Please check all 
parking signage carefully before leaving your 
vehicle.

VENUE CARPARK
Parking is available within the venue car 
park. Please ensure you pay for parking and 
validate your vehicle registration plate to 
avoid receiving a parking infringement notice. 
More parking information, including pricing 
and payment options, is available here.

SIR OWEN G. GLENN 
NATIONAL AQUATIC CENTRE

VENUE INFORMATION

EVENT HUB
The Aon Event Hub will be located in the grass area between the  
Sir Owen G. Glenn National Aquatic Centre and AUT Millennium Track  
& Field Stadium and will serve as the central gathering point for athletes,  
officials, supporters, and spectators throughout the championships.

Thank you to Aon, whose ongoing support helps make this event possible  
and contributes to the continued development of lifesaving sport in New Zealand.

ENTRY/EXIT
POOL-SIDE 
MARSHALLING 
AREAS

NO 
PARKING

NO ENTRY 
THROUGH THE 
CAFE TO THE POOL

AON EVENT HUB

PRIZEGIVING

AN
TA
RE
S P

L

CERES CT

APOLLO DRAPOLLO DR

ACCESSIBILITY 
The Sir Owen G. Glenn National Aquatic Centre 
is an accessible venue with facilities available for 
spectators and participants requiring assistance.

https://autmillennium.org.nz/visit-us/parking-information/


ATHLETE INFORMATION
Competitors are reminded to:
• Check TeamReach regularly for event updates.
• �Arrive at marshalling in plenty of time prior to their 
events.

• �Follow all instructions from officials and event staff.
• �Ensure club entries have been completed through 
Waves prior to the entry deadline.

TEAMREACH 

All official event communications will be delivered 
through TeamReach. Competitors, team managers, 
coaches, and supporters are encouraged to join the 
event group to receive important updates, notices, 
schedule changes, and competition information 
throughout the championships.

TeamReach Group: 2026 Aon New Zealand Pool Rescue 
Championships
Group Code: 2026NZPOOL
Download TeamReach from the Apple App Store  
or Google Play Store and enter the group code above  
to join.

HIGH PERFORMANCE 

The Aon New Zealand Pool Rescue Championships is a 
key selection event for Surf Life Saving New Zealand’s 
national performance squads and teams. Athletes 
seeking selection are encouraged to review the current 
selection policies and application form.

A selection information session will be held at 3:00pm 
on Friday 3 October in the Swimming New Zealand 
boardroom. The session will provide an overview of 
the 2026/27 High Performance Programme, selection 
criteria, key timelines, and both pool and ocean 
pathways. Athletes, parents, coaches, and club leads are 
welcome to attend and will have the opportunity to ask 
questions regarding the selection process.

POINTS  

Following member consultation and subsequent 
implementation in 2024, the points scoring system for 
Regional & National Championships in individual and 
team events points will be 6 to 1 for 1st through to 6th.  

In situations where individuals/teams are representing a 
non-New Zealand club, are a composite team (comprised 
of multiple clubs) and/or are representing a Regional, 
State, Nation or similar organisation, they will not receive 
Championships points – these will be awarded to the 
next best legitimate club team.

Club Points will go towards the Paul Kent Memorial 
Trophy (Overall Club) and Top Masters Club Trophy.

MEDALS  

Medals will be allocated to 1st, 2nd and 3rd place getters.  

In situations where individuals/teams are representing 
a non-New Zealand club and/or are a composite team 

(comprised of multiple clubs) they will be eligible for all 
placings and medals i.e. the next best New Zealand club 
individual/team does not receive a medal and there are 
no additional ‘visitors’ or alternate medals. 

In situations where individuals/teams are representing 
a Region, State, Nation or similar organisation, they will 
not be eligible for placings and medals. The next best 
individual/team will receive the placing and medal.

MEDAL PRESENTATIONS  

Medals will be presented at the designated times listed in 
the event programme. Event Crew will take photographs 
during each medal presentation.

Please refer to the site map for the locations of the medal 
presentations.

Dress Code 
Athletes attending medal presentations must wear:
• Club cap 
• Club swimwear, T-shirt, jacket, or sweatshirt 
• Tracksuit bottoms or shorts are optional 
• No towels around the waist

ILS SANCTIONING  

2026 Aon New Zealand Pool Rescue Championships 
is sanctioned by ILS, and as such, any World Records 
achieved for ILS recognises events will be recorded 
and submitted to ILS for processing as per the ILS 
Competition Rulebook 2025 Edition.

This includes the requirement for mandatory anti-doping 
testing for all ILS Open and Youth aged world records.

NEW ZEALAND RECORDS  

Current New Zealand records are available to view here. 

EVENT CONTACTS  

Luke Smith
Event Manager
021 190 1432
luke.smith@surflifesaving.org.nz

Aoife Fyall
National Sports Administrator
027 714 1477
aoife.fyall@surflifesaving.org.nz

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS & EVENT VOLUNTEERS  

The 2026 Aon New Zealand Pool Rescue Championships 
is proudly supported by Aon, our wider family of partners, 
and our incredible event volunteers.

Their investment, time and commitment help create 
opportunities for athletes, officials, volunteers and clubs 
throughout Aotearoa, and ensure the championships 
can be delivered at the highest level. We are incredibly 
grateful for the support that makes this event possible.

https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/media/53wb32oe/slsnz-squads-and-new-zealand-team-selection-policy-obp-final-aug2024.pdf
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/019f216fbf137c96afa158884b1e306e
https://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport/rules/
https://www.ilsf.org/lifesaving-sport/rules/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1hveAvst1ChFX7ZHpUYj2Y2PF1KcZkYErJdGhiMt0cgo/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:luke.smith%40surflifesaving.org.nz?subject=
mailto:aoife.fyall%40surflifesaving.org.nz?subject=



