
 

Date: 28 August, 2013 

To: All SLSNZ Clubs 

From: Bradley Simpson, Sport Manager 

Subject: Provincial competition for 2013/14 season 

 
Dear clubs, 
 
This memo contains important information on three sport areas: 

1. Interprovincial competition for 2013/14 season 
2. Addition to Surf Sport Competition Manual: residency rule 
3. Competitive Surf Coach course 2013 

 
Provincial competition 2013/14 season: 
A significant amount of work has been undertaken over the last three months exploring the 
possible structure and timing of an interprovincial competition to replace Surf League in the 
2013/14 event calendar.  This work included recommendations from the National Sport 
Committee, and a working sub-group, which developed objectives and a proposed event 
format for the competition.  
 
The proposed format for the competition was recently presented to local sport committees, 
and feedback was sought.  
 
The result of this process has been that only four of the eight provinces indicated they would 
attend the event in the proposed format.  
 
Feedback received from provinces included (see appendix of this memo for more detailed 
provincial feedback): 

 The cost of the competition on teams/athletes was too high to attend, and they had a 
lack of funding options available to them in their provinces to help offset this cost (it 
was proposed that the event had to be self-funding). 

 The timing of the event was not suitable for them (it was proposed to run the event 
on the Friday before the Eastern Regional Championships in order to leverage off the 
fixed costs of the ERC infrastructure). 

 The format of the competition was not attractive to them (it was proposed the format 
would be more aligned to that of the International Surf Rescue Challenge). 

 Concerns over the ability to find suitable team management personnel and establish 
selection policy in the time available given that SLSNZ staff would not be able to do 
this work. 

 Limited ability within their province to field a competitive team given the proposed 
team structure. 

 Dissatisfaction that the proposal would not allow teams to draft competitors. 

 Concerns around team logistics and that no SLSNZ staff involvement/assistance 
would be available beyond running the event on the day.  

 



 

Given these responses, it is obvious that a lot more work will be required to devise an 
affordable format for the event that will be acceptable to the majority of athletes/provinces.  
There is now not enough time to undertake this work before the 2013/14 season, so we have 
no choice but to inform local sport committees, clubs, and members that there will be no 
interprovincial competition for the 2013/14 season.  
 
However, we would like to continue working with local sport committees, within scope of the 
Blue Sky Review, to address the feedback and further test event format ideas to see if 
something can be introduced for the 2014/15 season.  We firmly believe the concept has 
some real merit as an event competition, and a High Performance pathway for our athletes, 
but as it has to be an event that is self-funding, the format has to be something that 
clubs/athletes are willing to pay for. 
 
 
Addition to Surf Sport Competition Manual: residency rule: 
The current Surf Sport Competition Manual (8th edition; V1), published in October 2012 
contains no provisions for a residency rule. After endorsement by the National Sport 
Committee, the ‘residency rule’ will be added to the rule book as of 1 November 2013. 
 
It reads:  

NON NEW ZEALAND RESIDENTIAL QUALIFICATION 
Non New Zealand citizens who wish to compete for a New Zealand Club 
are required to provide proof of residing in New Zealand for a period of 
not less than thirty days immediately prior to the commencement of the 
competition in which they wish to enter.  

 
 
Competitive Surf Coach course: 
Applications are open for active coaches wishing to complete the Competitive Surf Coach 
course. The course is tentatively scheduled for the Tauranga area from 2-3 November. This 
is the third level in the current coaching framework, and those coaches with the necessary 
pre-requisites are welcome to apply online: Click link here. Applications close at 5pm on 13 
September 2013.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Bradley Simpson 
Sport Manager 
Surf Life Saving New Zealand 
 
a PO Box 9205, Wellington 6141 
t 04 382 7229 
f 04 385 4381 
m 0275 571 014 
w surflifesaving.org.nz 

 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2013CompetitiveSurfCoach
http://surflifesaving.org.nz/


 

 
Appendix A: Feedback from Local Sport Committees on NZ Provincial Surf Challenge 
 
Province  Option 

One  
Option 
Two  

Comments  

Auckland No No Will not support this proposal with the current user pays cost component, we will not 
support the proposal with ANY South Island subsidy option and we will not attend this 
event if the entry fee is over $500. 

Bay of Plenty  Yes Yes Could send an invitational team also if required 

Gisborne    No feedback given. 

Taranaki No  No  Cost of the event 

 Timing of the event prior to major carnival 

 Make-up of the team and events to be contested 

Hawkes Bay No No  Cost (seems expensive) 

 Format  

 No opportunity to apply for funding to subsidise due to no HB entity 

 Concerns in timeframes and ability to find suitable coaches / managers and 

formulate selection policy’s  

 Ability to field a competitive team given the proposed team structure 

Wellington Yes Yes Committee in favour of event, especially as it allows development of competition 
squads, however, only support the current format as long as a review is conducted 
next year with the potential for drafting competitors.  

Canterbury Yes Yes The committee would like to be provided with some more clarity around logistics, 
timelines and staff involvement/Assistance at a local, regional and national level.     

Otago Yes Yes In favour of both options     

 


