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Surf Life 
Saving New 
Zealand is an 
organisation of 
people, ordinary 
people who do 
extraordinary 
things. And 
while they may 
be ordinary 
people with 
ordinary jobs, 
last summer 
over 1600 
people owed 
their lives to 
them.

Surf Life Saving New Zealand is the 

National Association representing the nine 

Districts and seventy Surf Life Saving Clubs 

in New Zealand. Nearly 15,000 people are 

members of our organisation

Our purpose is to prevent drowning and 

injury in New Zealand. We do this through 

leadership, membership development 

and the recognition of being an essential 

service to the New Zealand community. 

Prevention is a key part of what we do; we 

work with the public to prevent people 

getting in trouble, first. That’s why last 

summer our lifeguards performed over 

111,225 preventative actions. 
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Greetings, Kia Ora, Kia Orana, Fakalofa 

Lahi Atu, Taloha Ni.  

Surf Life Saving New Zealand’s purpose 

is to prevent drowning and injury on New 

Zealand’s beaches and the 2008 Annual 

Report recognises the significant progress 

being made towards achieving a safer 

aquatic environments.

I am advised that during the year 

lifeguards saved 1,681 lives, undertook 

1,618 first aid interventions and 

completed 272 searches. While these 

statistics represent, in their own right, an 

outstanding contribution they do not fully 

reflect the total contribution made by Surf 

Life Saving.

For many New Zealanders the beach and 

surf is their favourite playground. We are 

able to enjoy this environment more with 

the knowledge that surf lifeguards are 

watching over us. The majority of us do not 

feature in the statistical summary but are 

equally appreciative of the service provided 

by the thousands of well trained volunteer 

lifeguards who patrol our beaches.

As Patron of Surf Life Saving New Zealand 

with my wife Susan, I would like to 

thank all the volunteer members of the 

organisation who give freely of their time 

to sustain this essential life saving service. 

It is testimony to your passion for others 

and commitment to human life that you 

continue to make available your time to 

enable others to enjoy the wonder of our 

coastline. Whether you are a lifeguard, an 

instructor, a coach or a supporter, your 

contribution is deeply appreciated.

No reira, tena koutou, tena koutou, kia ora, 

kia kaha, tena koutou katoa.

Hon Anand 
Satyanand 
PCNZM, QSO
Governor General 
of  New Zealand

 Governor-General of New Zealand
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Living in a country surrounded by water 

and with ready access to rivers, lakes and 

swimming pools, New Zealanders enjoy 

a wide range of aquatic, sporting and 

recreational activities. Recreational fishing, 

boating, swimming and scuba diving 

typically occur in the summer months 

- and this is also the time when deaths 

by drowning increase. Compared with 

an average annual drowning toll of 114 

fatalities, between January and April 2008 

44 drowning deaths were recorded.  

Although beaches provide an enjoyable 

environment for families and friends, Surf 

Life Saving New Zealand is acutely aware 

of the drowning risks presented there.  

The organisation takes responsibility for 

patrolling our most notable coastlines, 

training and equipping volunteers, who 

are then often assisted in their roles by 

the financial support of local government.  

In the 2007 / 2008 season Surf Lifeguards 

across the country worked 179,290 

hours. These volunteers performed a 

total of 1,681 rescues and 1,618 first aid 

treatments. Highly visible on our beaches, 

Surf Life Saving is in the front-line of 

reducing deaths by drowning and water-

related injuries.

Surf Life Saving New Zealand also takes a 

strong strategic role. Since 2004 Surf has 

been integral to the development of New 

Zealand’s Drowning Prevention Strategy: 

Towards a Water Safe New Zealand 

2005-2015. As a combined effort by the 

Accident Compensation Corporation, 

Non Government Organisation leaders in 

the water-safety sector, and government 

agencies, the Drowning Prevention Strategy 

strives to improve New Zealand’s water 

safety culture and to reduce New Zealand’s 

drowning toll.

Cabinet approved the collaborative 

Drowning Prevention Strategy (DPS) in 

2005.  By 2007, the focus on drowning in 

New Zealand was further evident through 

the release of the DPS Implementation 

Plan 2007-2011. Under that plan, a 

Drowning Prevention Council has been 

established to implement the DPS and to 

strengthen leadership and collaboration 

in the water-safety sector. Surf Life 

Saving New Zealand is a member of the 

Drowning Prevention Council and its four 

advisory committees – Education, Rescue, 

Environment and Research.

New Zealanders benefit substantially from 

the strategic and operational dedication 

of Surf Life Saving New Zealand and 

its 14,000 volunteers. Jointly striving 

to achieve the goals of the Drowning 

Prevention Strategy, whether at the 

organisational, individual, community or 

sector levels Surf Life Saving New Zealand 

and its people are committed to ensuring 

a ‘water-safe New Zealand free from 

drowning’.

Although 
beaches provide 
an enjoyable 
environment 
for families and 
friends, Surf 
Life Saving New 
Zealand is acutely 
aware of the 
drowning risks 
presented there. 

minister’s report

Hon Maryan Street 
Minister for ACC
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Another year and another Surf Life Saving 

season completed without any lives lost 

while swimming between the red and 

yellow flags which indicate our safe area 

to swim. To achieve this all our lifeguards 

have again shown their vigilance and 

service in their patrolling duties. To this we 

say congratulations and thank you to all 

concerned in making sure this standard of 

patrolling is always on duty.

The family of our sponsors can take pride 

in the part they play in ensuring our 

voluntary services continue in the manner 

expected from the general public of New 

Zealand. In thanking them it is timely for 

all to remember that without our sponsors 

support we could not carry out the training 

and patrolling that is required to ‘man our 

beaches.’

The statistics for the season show an 

increase in the number of rescues, hours 

patrolled and safety interventions as 

compared with the previous year, a 

magnificent effort by all.

During this second year as President it was 

gratifying to receive so many invitations 

from our District Associations for my wife 

and I to be guests at their annual dinners 

an award presentations. These invititations 

enable us to meet many more of our 

members from the various clubs and 

Districts. This experience I like the most as 

President.

In October 2007 Graeme Cullen and I, 

together with our wives, were invited by 

Surf Life Saving Australia to be present at 

their 100 years celebrations.  This was held 

at Bondi Beach over three days and many 

friendships were made. It was great to be 

able to present to Australia a trophy to 

acknowledge these historic achievements.

During the year we had a visit from Mr 

Alan Whelpton AO, President of World Life 

Saving, and together with his wife were 

able to show them around “The City of 

Sails” also the Northern Rescue Centre at 

Mechanics Bay.

Just recently I accepted an invitation 

from our Patron, their Excellencies the 

Governor General of New Zealand, the Hon 

Anand Satyanand and Susan Satyanand 

to be present at a reception for Vice-Regal 

Patronages and the Wellington launch of 

The Governor General’s new Standard.

One of the outstanding achievements of 

the season was the introduction of the 

‘Jandal Day’. This special day allowed all 

our districts and clubs to participate in 

this fundraising scheme. We hope this will 

continue in the future.

The surf sport section located in the Bay 

of Plenty and under the guidance of Mark 

Weatherall produced for us a great season 

of sport and competition. I am sure all 

those who attended either as competitors, 

officials and many cases families enjoyed 

the organisation and participation. “Thank 

you Mark”.

The New Zealand team to World Surf Life 

Saving Champs 2008 departed in early July. 

They had a great build up to this event 

and by the time this report is published 

the results will be known. I am sure they 

will have represented us all with pride and 

passion.

Once again I cannot end this report 

without expressing my thanks to our Board 

of Directors, Geoff and the excellent staff 

we have in Wellington and ‘The Bay’.

Lastly a special thank you to all our 

Lifeguards, sponsors and supporters in 

making Surf Life Saving New Zealand the 

success story it is today.

president’s message 
Jim Campbell - President of SLSNZ

Our family of 
sponsors can 
take pride 
in the part 
they play in 
ensuring our 
voluntary 
services 
continue in 
the manner 
expected from 
the general 
public of New 
Zealand.
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Our mission is to ‘prevent drowning and 

injury in New Zealand’ and our members 

continue to rise to accept the challenge 

this presents. The practical statistics 

of achievements over the last year are 

inspiring. In spite of the increasing 

pressures placed on members by work and 

education, patrols continue to be staffed 

and people continue to offer their time to 

run clubs and districts. Our organisations 

are becoming increasingly complex in 

response to the increasingly sophisticated 

demands made by organisations that 

provide funding and with increasingly 

complex legal requirements. Our people 

remain strong and the quality of their 

service is improving.

It takes hundreds of thousands of hours 

of volunteer time to provide the service 

at beaches, to prepare physically and 

mentally to provide services at beaches 

and to plan, co-ordinate and fund the 

provision of services at beaches. If these 

services were not provided our community 

would face a significant toll in terms of 

lives lost and productive capacity wasted.

Our drive toward drowning and injury 

prevention we:

•	 patrol	beaches	i.e.	we	supervise	and	help	

swimmers at beaches.

•	 educate	the	public	using	programmes	

in schools, advertising campaigns, TV 

programmes and messages and by 

indicating safe swimming zones at 

beaches.

•	 strive	to	limit	access	to	hazardous	

environments by the work of patrols 

regularly shifting swimmers as 

conditions change, by lobbying local 

authorities to limit physical access to 

dangerous beaches and we have been 

involved in developing an international 

standard for aquatic safety signage (to 

provide the warning when all else fails).

•	 encourage	the	provision	of	swimming	

and survival swimming as part of all 

our public education campaigns, by our 

membership of the Drowning Prevention 

Council we are also involved in lobbying 

to improve the public provision of these 

key life skills. 

Surf Life Saving New Zealand (SLSNZ) 

is governed by a Board of Directors. The 

Board employs the Chief Executive, Geoff 

Barry. Geoff and the Management Team 

have created further improvement in the 

performance and position of SLSNZ over 

the last year. Their commitment and skill 

is greatly appreciated and they are setting 

the standard for the rest of the not for 

profit sector.

The national Drowning Prevention Strategy 

has now been formally adopted and in 

the last year the Drowning Prevention 

Council and its operating committees were 

created. We have a significant presence 

in all of these bodies, so the work to co-

ordinate the efforts of all the organisations 

in our sector are entering a new age of 

co-operation. The Board has also entered 

into a specific agreement with Coastguard 

NZ to agree on projects and principles of 

co-operation for the next year. This is an 

entirely new relationship for us and is 

critically important because Coastguard is 

the only other aquatic rescue organisation 

operating in New Zealand.

We are part of the way into the biggest 

project undertaken by the Board in its 

history. The Organisational Development 

Project, ‘Project Groundswell’, is well 

under way. We have undertaken an 

unprecedented amount of consultation 

with District Boards and all Club 

Presidents over the last seven months.  

We have gathered direct feedback about 

the experience people have when they 

are involved in Surf Life Saving in New 

Zealand. We intend to distil from all this 

feedback the most significant issues that 

any system for organising the activity of 

our members needs to be able to address.  

These will be the targets that Project 

Groundswell strategies will be designed to 

address. Over the next ten months Project 

Groundswell will continue to engage with 

District and Clubs as specific strategies 

and proposals are developed. This 

important work is intended to improve the 

experience of members who are involved 

in running the entities that make up our 

organisation.

Recent events in the governance 

arrangements in one of our Districts have 

highlighted the difficulty volunteers have 

in conducting the oversight of managing 

staff when the volunteer Boards have 

regular changes in personnel. The SLSNZ 

Board will put together some guidelines for 

Boards to consider and add these matters 

to the programme for future shared 

sessions with District Boards. 

We are now represented on the 

International Lifesaving Federation Board 

and have maintained our representation 

on key committees in the Lifesaving 

and Sports Commissions. We have also 

supported a nomination from WaterSafe 

Auckland to the new Drowning Prevention 

Commission. The new commissioners 

will take some time to finalise the exact 

composition of these committees but the 

basic appointment are confirmed. Further 

research in the countries of South East 

Asia is being released as it is completed 

and it is now apparent that there are 

about 1,000,000 drowning deaths in this 

part of the world each year (without 

counting the impact of tsumani, ferry 

sinking and severe weather incidents)! We 

have something to offer in relation to a 

reaction to this and we also have things to 

learn from the hunt for a solution to this 

disastrous state of affairs.

Graeme Cullen - Chairman of the Board
governance report
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Joshua Matheson
Son, Grandson



‘In It For Life’. It’s a slogan that 
rings true for many families 
involved in Surf Life Saving. 

On the walls of Surf Life Saving Clubs around the 
country familiar names come up decade after decade. 

One such family is the Mathesons. Joshua is a member 
of Omanu’s Junior Surf programme and would one day 

like to follow in the footsteps of his dad and grandad. 
He has ambitions to be a New Zealand board champion, 

but first and foremost he wants to help keep  
New Zealander’s safe on our beaches.


