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PURPOSE 

To outline the legal requirements when responding to call-outs in private motor vehicles. 
 
SCOPE 

This policy applies to all surf lifeguards, patrol support members and SLSNZ staff. 
 
BACKGROUND 

SLSNZ operates various callout systems, many of which require members or staff to respond in private 
motor vehicles. In addition, there may be a requirement to transport rescue assets (eg. IRBs) to a remote 
location by beach or road.  
 
This policy is to ensure SLSNZ members and staff do not break the law when responding to call-outs, 
nor endanger the safety of themselves, the public or other road users. 
 
DEFINITIONS 

A private motor vehicle is defined as any vehicle (including ATVs) that is not marked ‘Surf Rescue’, 
equipped with red emergency beacons and striped in accordance with the SLSNZ Rescue Vehicle Livery 
Guidelines. Vehicles that meet these requirements are defined as rescue vehicles.  
 
REFERENCES 

Land Transport Act (1998), The Official New Zealand Rode Code 
 
POLICY 

SLSNZ members and staff must not exceed the speed limit or break any other road rule when 
responding to call-outs in private motor vehicle unless escorted by an emergency service vehicle. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: If you are involved in a crash while responding to an incident you are required to stop, 
see if anyone has been injured and provide assistance. If someone is hurt, you must tell a police officer 
as soon as possible, and no later than 24 hours after the crash. If no one is hurt, you must give your 
name, address and vehicle registration and, if asked, the name and address of the owner of the vehicle 
you are driving if it isn't your vehicle as soon as possible, but no later than 48 hours after the crash to the 
owner or driver of any other vehicle that has been damaged, and the owner of any property that has 
been damaged. If you can't find these people, you must tell a police officer as soon as possible and no 
later than 60 hours after the crash. 

 
 
VEHICLE CHARGE OUT RATES 
 
The latest Automobile Association publication of car running costs is dated 2014/15. That data is based 
on the New Zealand average distance travelled of 14,000 kilometres per year for new vehicles over a 5 
year period. 
      

AA NZ 2016 Vehicle Costs  Operating costs (cents per km) 

Vehicle Engine size 14,000 km per year 

Compact 1501cc -2000cc 65c per km 

Medium 2001cc -3500cc 80c per km 

Large 3500cc + 109c per km 

 


