
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Surf Life Saving New Zealand 

Unit 5, 1063 Ferry Road, Ferrymead, Christchurch 8023.  PO Box 22528, Christchurch 8140.  www.surflifesaving.org.nz 

Date: 02/03/2016 

To: Clubs 

From: Mike Lord 

Subject: IRB Safety Questions  

 

Dear Clubs,  

 

This memo contains some important information regarding questions raised by the membership 

about Policy SPS010, IRB Racing Personal Protective Equipment to provide some clarity are the rules 

and changes made to the policy. 

 

General Questions and Concerns 

Ref Question/ Issue Comment 
A Lifejacket thickness 

Lifejackets are bulky to compete 

in, so competitors would like to 

see a possible minimum thickness 

identified. 

  
Maritime NZ Standards for Powered boats are 50N which 

is the standard SLSNZ has adopted. The actual 

thickness  is an element of the design and is 

discretionary, as long as the flotation standard is adhered 

to.  

 

The Burnsco lifejacket used as an example in the policy is 

relatively low in bulk 

  
B Need for High Vis 

If the original requirement for 

high vis was to find a body under 

the water, and someone is 

wearing a lifejacket (which by 

definition will keep them on the 

surface) what was the rationale 

for wanting high vis lifejackets or 

vests? 

 

  
High vis makes it easier to see someone under the water 

or floating on top.  If a person is unconscious and floating 

on the surface of the water, finding them quickly is still 

critical. 

 

In IRB racing a foreseeable scenario is an IRB at speed 

hitting someone who has fallen out of another boat and 

floating in the water.  High vis will assist them being seen 

by the driver and ideally avoid being hit. 
 

C Is the Burnsco PFD used in the 

example really high vis? 
We are about to specify the Fluro PMS colours for what is 

‘Hi Vis’: 
         Fluorescent  Yellow (PMS #13-0630 TN ‘Safety 

Yellow’) – this will be the primary colour 

recommended. 
         Fluorescent Pink (PMS #16-2130 TN ‘Knockout 

Pink’) 
         Fluorescent Green (PMS#13-0340 TN ‘Green 

Gecko’)  
         Fluorescent Red (PMS#485C)  
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         Fluorescent Orange (PMS# 15-1360-TN ‘Shocking 

orange’).  Nb there will be a request that clubs do 

not use this colour as it will be reserved for in-

water search teams. 
  
At this point we have not checked if the Burnsco PFD 

matches those PMS colours, but as a rule most PFD’s are 

not fluro. 
  

D So will this mean most lifejackets 

will not meet the specs for High 

Vis. 
  

Most likely. 

E Was it not foreseen that the 

requirement in the policy SPS010 

to wear a high-vis vest over the 

top of a PFD would contradict the 

requirement in the same policy 

for lifejackets to be ‘easy and 

quick to fit and remove’? 
  

The primary thinking behind having a quick release was 

in the event of any PFD straps getting caught, but if a 

vest is worn over the top of the PFD this will cover the 

straps and reduce or eliminate this risk. 

 
As such it wasn’t intended to be a contradiction, but 

potentially it will be, so this is being dealt with – see 

item 3 in the table in the next section. 

 

F Sponsor logos 
If the lifejacket has sponsors 

branding on it, then what are the 

guidelines for this and how much 

fluro needs to be visible on the 

lifejacket for it to be worn without 

a vest over the top? 
  

  
The vest guidelines set out recommended maximum sizes 

for sponsor logos and how much fluro there should be 

around those, but they are just ‘guidelines’ and do leave 

the final decision on ‘fitness for purpose’ to the club. 
 

Like high vis vests in other surf sport disciplines, the 

amount of fluro and whether a vest/lifejacket is actually 

fluro is not something that an official should judge 

on. The responsibility/ accountability for a high vis 

vest/lifejacket is intended to rest with the club 

 

G Tube Rescue 
In Tube Rescue the crewman has 

to swim out 25 mtrs to the 

patient and then back 25 mtrs to 

the boat while towing the 

patient.  Do we know that the 

crewman can swim 50 mtrs with 

a lifejacket on?  

 

  
Yes - it has been proven that crewmen can swim 50m 

with a lifejacket on.  It may not be as fast was without a 

lifejacket on but this is the same for everyone. 

H BP branded vests 

Will competitors be required to 

wear a BP branded high vis vest? 

 

 

BP branded high vis vest are not being issued this 

year.  There some available if competitors don’t have a 

high vis vest of their own and wish to use one, but it is 

not mandatory. 

 

 

Specific Questions and Concerns 

 

Below is a table which clarifies three important points in relation to: 

 

 The patient in the Tube Rescue race; 

 The first crewman in the Teams race; and 

 The use of high vis vests 

 

 



 

Ref Issue/ Question Clarification 

1 Tube Rescue 

Does the patient in the tube 

rescue need to wear a 

lifejacket and helmet? 

It is more difficult to clip the 

patient into a rescue tube if they 

are wearing a lifejacket and then 

also get them back into the boat 

with both flotation devices on. 

As the patient is not stationed 

near to a fast moving boat the 

helmet is not required. 

 

 

The primary concern is to ensure that everyone in a boat 

moving at speed should be wearing a lifejacket/PFD, in 

the event that an incident occurs and they end up in the 

water. 

 

It has been accepted that if they are still clipped in to a 

rescue tube that the patient is in a PFD and does not 

need to wear a lifejacket as well – as this would mean 

they are wearing two PFD’s. 

 

It has also been accepted that they are not at risk of 

being hit by a fast moving boat so a helmet is not a 

mandatory requirement. 

 

Policy change: 

 

Tube rescue patients (only) do not need to wear a 

lifejacket or a helmet, but will just need to wear a high 

vis vest and continue to be clipped in the rescue tube 

while in the boat. 

 

Please note that patients in other races do still 

need to wear lifejackets. 

 

The safety of the patient in the boat is the priority, over 

their ability to manoeuvre in the water.  However if 

emergency situations require manoeuvrability in the 

water the lifejacket can be removed quickly. 

 

2 Teams Race 
 

Does the first crewman (who 

becomes a patient) needs to 

wear a helmet? 
 

 

Yes - if the crewman is going to be a patient in a situation 

where they could be struck by a boat travelling at speed 

then they should be wearing a helmet. 

 

3 High Vis Vests 

Why is wearing a high vis vest 

over the top of a lifejacket 

mandatory? 

 

Potentially is a conflict between 

the requirements for the 

lifejacket to be quick and easy to 

remove and for a high vis vest to 

be worn over the top of it if the 

lifejacket is not high vis. 

 

 

 

As noted in (E) in the earlier table, while no contradiction 

was intended within the policy between the desire for 

extra visibility and being able to qui8ckly remove the 

lifejacket, in reality the vest can negatively impact this. 

 

So in the interests of ‘playing it safe’ on the issue of quick 

release from a lifejacket, a change will be made to the 

policy. 

 

Policy change: 

 

All competitors (with the exception of the tube rescue 

patient above) will need to wear a lifejacket but wearing 

a high vis vest over the top will be optional. 

 

In effect we have prioritised the need for quick release 

above the need for high vis, on the basis that the original 

intent of high vis vests was to locate a person under the 



water and a lifejacket will avoid that occurring in the first 

place.  While a lifejacket and high vis combined is the 

ideal, for the moment we will settle for a lifejacket as the 

more important element. 

 

This will also remove the need for officials to assess 

whether a lifejacket is ‘high vis’ and make decisions on 

whether high vis vests need to be worn over the top. 

 

 

 

As noted by the NSC and SLSNZ, this is an area that is constantly evolving so monitoring 

developments and adapting to them will be important.  All of the changes being made involve a 

‘learning curve’ and will be reviewed at the end of the season.  We appreciate the patience of the 

competitors as we go through this process and welcome all feedback. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mike Lord 

Sport Manager 

Surf Life Saving New Zealand 

 

t 03 388 4999 

m 0274 571 025 

e mike.lord@surflifesaving.org.nz 

 


