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National Sport Committee Notes  
Conference Call 

Tuesday 8th December 2015 
 

Present: Brad O’Leary (Chair) – Appointed  
Dave Shanks – Northern 
Joel Davies – Appointed 
Scott Bicknell – Central 
Fraser Bickley – Southern 
Matt Cairns – Eastern 
Paul Dalton – SLSNZ CEO 
Mike Lord – SLSNZ Sport Manager (for last part of meeting) 
 

Apologies 
 

Colin Weatherall – SLSNZ Board liaison (overseas) 
Wayne Franich – ILS Sport Commission Delegate 
 

 

The December meeting of the National Sport Committee was a teleconference. It is a busy time for 
sport and with a few months of action on beaches around the country ahead of us, there is plenty 
to look forward to. 
 
In an effort to improve communication and general understanding of the activities of this committee 
it was proposed to trial a Chairman’s report following each meeting.  Welcome to the first of these 
reports. 
 
This month the following matters were discussed: 
 

 Committee structure and meeting schedule.   
Ideas were discussed on whether there could be any improvements to the current structure 
of national committees, advisory groups and sub-committees. This is currently a complex 
structure to get through a full work plan and is supported by a busy meeting schedules. 
Ideas focused on getting through our priorities in a more efficient manner and enhancing 
the connections and communication between the groups.  There will be further discussion 
on this topic at the next meeting in January. 

 

 Role Clarity.   
Continuing the discussion from the face to face meeting in October, it was agreed there 
was value in getting greater clarity on roles and responsibilities of the various committees, 
SLSNZ staff and the SLSNZ Board.  Particular focus on this centred on the process by 
which issues are raised, considered, acted on and reported on. More work will go into this 
over the next month and the topic will also be discussed at the next meeting in January.  

 

 High Visibility Vests 
A widely discussed topic over an extended time now, the NSC has been clear in its focus 
on enhancing member safety while maintaining the integrity of our events. The status of the 
NSC’s current recommendations to the SLSNZ Board on improvements to the guidelines 
were discussed.  Once the Board reviews the recommendations there will be further 
discussion with the NSC on the next steps. 

 

 Masters Rule Changes 
The NSC considered a proposal outlining a number of rule changes to Masters 
Championship events at our face to face meeting in October. The status of the rule 
changes supported (and those not yet decided on) at that meeting were discussed this 
month. The communication plan for the changes that were supported for the 2016 NZ 
Masters Championships was agreed on. 

 

 2016 Representative Event 
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After a good deal of work by a number of staff, local committees, national committees and a 
comprehensive consultation process, it is exciting to see the much anticipated return of a 
regional representative event  to our sport calendar. A brief discussion of progress took 
place during this months’ meeting.  Things look to be on track for a successful event in 
2016. 

 

 Police vetting of coaches 
An update as to the status of this Blue Sky Review recommendation was provided by the 
SLSNZ Management team. 

 

 Transfer Regulations 
The process for making decisions on any transfer applications was discussed, given the 
challenges this season with the clarification only taking place after the season had started.  
While only a very small number of applications had been received, it was felt the best way 
to provide transparency and consistency in decision making was for a small committee to 
review any future applications.  This committee will now be formed as and when needed 
and will provide recommendations to the Sport Manager. 

 

 2015/16 major event officials, managers appointments 
For general awareness a full list of current 2015/16 appointments to be put up on the 
SLSNZ website and updated as further appointments are made. 

 

 Event Formats. 
Some questions have been raised around event formats for National Pool Champs relays 
and the gender equality of races for U16 females.  These will be referred to the Surf 
Officials Leadership Group initially before further discussion. 

 

 Next meetings 
The next scheduled meeting will be a phone conference on Tuesday 19th January. 

 
 
I hope this inaugural chairs report from the NSC has gone some way to achieving our objective of 
greater understanding and clarity of our committee’s activities. I’ll update you again following our 
next meeting.  
 
Regards, 
 
Brad O’Leary 
Chairman 
National Sport Committee 


