
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Club Development Update – Coromandel 

30 April 2014 
 
Hi Team,  

 

With two short weeks under our belts, I hope many of you had a chance to put your feet up and rest. 

 

As I travelled the Coromandel over a few nights it was pleasing to see the clubs looking clean and tidy 

after a busy season. The majority of Equipment Audits were completed during this time and I enjoyed 

staying at the clubs. Thank you to those who took time out of their day to complete these with me. 

 

What tremendous news on the lifesaving front for the Coromandel! February Rescue of the Month 

winners, Whiritoa and following in suit for March was Hot Water Beach. The extraordinary efforts shown 

by all the lifeguards involved in these rescues were outstanding- you can all be proud of your fellow 

surf lifeguards. 

 

We saw Easter weekend wrap up the patrolling season for the Coromandel, but not without one last 

ploy as Onemana and Pauanui had some amazing rescues. I encourage you to send Rescue of the 

Month nominations through. 

 

Thank you to Tairua and Pauanui for taking out this week’s Clubbies Stories section. The Lifeguard 

School you held looked amazing and what an awesome way to share inter-club experiences. Refer to 

the Clubbies Stories to see the photographs. 

 

We will be looking at the calendar at our next Local Lifesaving meeting and want to lock in some 

Membership Development opportunities. If you have specific dates that you would like courses run, 

please let me know and I will try to accommodate this.  

 

Cheers, 

 

 

Sarah Leppard 

  



 

 

In this edition 

 News Feed  

 Rescue of the Month 

 Ngati Porou SLSC 

 Pool Manikins & Bricks 

 National Event Surveys 

 National Sport Committee 

 Workshops on offer 

 Clubbies Stories- Tairua/ Pauanui LG School 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

10 May  “The 2014 Epic” IRB Long Haul 

Whakatane SLSC, Mair Street, Ohope 

   Click here for more info… 

 

 

02 June  Queens Birthday 

 

 

26- 27 July  Eastern Region Pool Champs 

   Te Rapa Pool, Hamilton 

   Click here for more info… 

 

 

29-31 August  New Zealand Pool Champs 

   Westwave Aquatic Centre, Henderson 

   Click here for more info… 

 

 

13-26 September Rescue 14 

   Montpellier, France 

   Click here for more info… 

 
 

 
 

 

Eastern Region Facebook Page 
Like our Facebook Page to keep up to date with anything local! 
 

http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/calendar/2014/may/bay-of-plenty-irb-long-haul/
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/calendar/2014/july/eastern-region-pool-championships-2014/
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/calendar/2014/august/new-zealand-pool-championships/
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/calendar/2014/september/rescue-2014/
https://www.facebook.com/slsnzeasternregion?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/slsnzeasternregion


 

 
2014 BP Leaders for Life candidates announced 

Surf Life Saving New Zealand is pleased to confirm our 2014 BP Leaders for Life candidates. 

Read more... 

 

 

First training camp a big success 

The New Zealand Open Squad had an action-packed weekend in Auckland at their first training camp ahead of 

September’s World Championships. 

Read more... 

 

 

NZ Open Squad comes together for first training camp 

New Zealand's surf lifesaving stars are coming together in Auckland this weekend for their first team camp ahead 

of the World Championships. 

Read more... 

 

 

SLSNZ to benefit from Tough Mudder event 

Strength, stamina, camaraderie and determination – it’s what New Zealand surf lifeguards are renowned for. And 

it’s what Tough Mudder participants need in spades. 

Read more... 

 

 

BP Rescue of the Month winners- March 

It is with great pleasure that we congratulate the following clubs on winning the BP Rescue of the Month Awards 

for March. 

Read more... 

Whiritoa wins ROM- February 2014 Hot Water Beach wins ROM- March 2014 

http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/news/2014/april/2014-bp-leaders-for-life-candidates-announced-(1)/
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/news/2014/april/2014-bp-leaders-for-life-candidates-announced-(1)/
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/news/2014/april/first-training-camp-a-big-success/
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/news/2014/april/first-training-camp-a-big-success/
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/news/2014/april/nz-open-squad-comes-together-for-first-training-camp/
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/news/2014/april/nz-open-squad-comes-together-for-first-training-camp/
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/news/2014/april/surf-life-saving-new-zealand-to-benefit-from-tough-mudder-event/
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/news/2014/april/surf-life-saving-new-zealand-to-benefit-from-tough-mudder-event/
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/news/2014/april/march-2014-bp-rescue-of-the-month-winners/
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/news/2014/april/march-2014-bp-rescue-of-the-month-winners/


 

Rescue of the Month 
 
I have heard the Coromandel clubs did many rescues over Easter weekend, so please get these 

submitted! Let’s make it 3 in a row for Coromandel… not that it’s a competition or anything…. 

Rescue of the month nominations close for April on Monday 5th May! 

 

Hot Water Beach ROM- March 2014 

A big day at Hot Water Beach with Examiner-in-Charge Spencer Raymond on March 25 saw Hot Water 
Beach gain 12 new qualified lifeguards, including Nimai Vandenbos who had driven down from 
Auckland earlier in the day.  
  
At around 2.30pm, most of the new candidates had left expect for Nimai who was planning to go for a 
surf. Gary Hinds, Sandi Lowe, Spencer Raymond, Michelle Carter, Stacey Semmens and Emma Smith 
finished putting the equipment away and as Michelle was walking towards her car, she saw a boogie 
boarder being sucked out, south of the main beach.  
  
With an injured ankle, Michelle ran back to the site and yelled “Rescue, Rescue, Rescue.”  
  
Gary immediately issued instructions to Nimai (who had been a lifeguard for 30 minutes) to go with his 
surfboard and head towards the boogie boarder who had no leash on his board and wasn’t wearing 
fins.  
  
Nimai sprinted across the road, through the car park and down to the beach. He ran along the sand, 
carrying his board and paddled out to the boogie boarder who was being sucked south and drifting fast 
about 350 metres off shore.  
  
Sandi and Stacey quickly unlocked the shed and 15 year-old Emma (a lifeguard for six weeks) grabbed 
a tube and fins and ran the same route Nimai had just taken. She too hit the water fast and, using the 
rip to her advantage, swam strongly out towards the boogie boarder.  
  
Nimai reached the patient and was able to reassure him and, with Emma’s help, got him to start using 
his boogie board to head towards shore. Waves were choppy and rough and a 1.5 metre swell was 
running through.  
  
With Spencer realising that Emma and Nimai were both newly qualified lifeguards, he too hit the water 
with a rescue tube and fins and swam out to assist and support them.   
Challenging conditions and a long swim in was a great test of fitness and endurance for the rescuers.  
Michelle was at the water’s edge and Gary, Stacey and Sandi were positioned at the edge of the car 
park, ready to offer further assistance if required.  
  
Nimai and Emma brought their patient to shore with Spencer’s support. The patient was an 
international student and was returned to a grateful team of people waiting on the beach after being 
assessed by Michelle and Spencer.  
 
Gary and Nimai stood chatting for around 15 minutes after the incident and Nimai then attempted to 
head out again for a surf. Just as he was about to do this, Gary and Nimai saw a surfer drifting south 
very fast in almost the same spot as the first patient.  
 
The surfer kept getting on and off her board and was not making any ground. Once again, Nimai 
quickly paddled out and assisted her out of the rip. He showed her the dangers and advised her to 
return to shore with him which the patient complied with.  
  
Gary assessed the patient on the beach and she left in a stable condition with some very practical 
advice on how to spot rips for the future.   
A fatality was more than likely prevented that day as both the patients were being swept south and out 
of the public’s view.  
Click here to view … 

http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/media/363272/Mar2014_ROM_HotWaterBeach.pdf


 

Ngāti Porou SLSC 
 

Surf Life Saving New Zealand is pleased to 

announce the 74th club to become affiliated to the 

organisation- Ngāti Porou Surf Life Saving in 

Gisborne/Tairāwhiti. 

The background of Ngāti Porou Surf Life Saving 

begins with the revival of waka ama in New Zealand 

in the 1980's and a subsequent 160km waka ama 

paddle from Onepoto (Hicks Bay) to Gisborne in 

1999 with a group of Hicks Bay/Te Araroa locals. 

That historic journey was instrumental for a number of reasons, firstly that it was a journey of 

rediscovery for many of the participants, that retraced the ancestral water highways of the tūpuna 

(ancestors). But it was also during that historic trip that the seed was planted to start a Surf Life Saving 

Club based in Onepoto (Hicks Bay) in order to provide safer beaches and water safety education to 

rural communities along the East Coast/ Tairāwhiti. 

   

Māori constitute approximately 15% of the total New Zealand population, however, they are over 

represented in drowning statistics. This was a further reason for the establishment of Ngāti Porou Surf 

Life Saving. 

Ngāti Porou Surf Life Saving Chairman Peter Boyd questions why this is the case. "What's happening 

here? We were once a great ocean-going people. We're an ocean culture. We sing and haka about it. 

We all relate back to our ancestral waka. But how do we reconnect with the ocean? That's the point of 

Ngāti Porou surf lifesaving," he says. 

The importance of this reconnection is shown in the Ngāti Porou Surf Life Saving logo which is drawn 

by artist, waterman and surf lifeguard Owen Williams. It depicts Ngāti Porou ancestor Paikea who is 

arguably the first original surf lifeguard to come to the East Coast on the back of a whale. Also pictured 

are the Waiapu, Hikurangi and Tairāwhiti, which emphasises the genealogical links of people along the 

East Coast/ Tairāwhiti. 

Mr Boyd says the core business of patrolling, training, qualifications and operating under Surf Life 

Saving New Zealand regulations will be the same, however, they are packaging it differently to attract a 

wider membership such as by including training in the use of waka ama and stand up paddle boards as 

part of their offering to members. 

Click here to read the full story…  

http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/news/2014/april/ngati-porou-surf-life-saving-joins-national-body/


 

Pool Manikins & Bricks Info  

Below is a list of suppliers and costs for Pool Competition Manikins and Bricks. 
Note: SLSNZ competition equipment will not be available for club training use this season.  SLSNZ equipment will only be available for Area, 

Regional, National Competitions and the High Performance programme. 

Manikins 
DLRG 

 
 
Link: https://shop.dlrg.de/?cat=35&parent=33&do=showcat 
 
NB: If you open this page in Google Chrome you will be able to straight up translate to 
English. 
 
Click Rescue Sport/Material and then find the “42405074 - EXERCISE AND 
RETTUNGSPUPPE” manikin. 
 
Cost: €210 EUR ($334 NZD approx.) (+ shipping from Germany, + Customs clearance costs) 
(orange ones used at world champs). 

 
Lifesaving Society of Canada 
 
Competition Manikin 

 
 
Link: http://www.lifesaving.bc.ca/shop/competition-equipment/competition-
manikins 
 
Cost: $375 CAD ($395 NZD approx.) – competition manikin (ILS approved), + shipping, + 
Customs clearance. 

 
 

 
Training Manikin – not approved for competition 

 
 
Link: http://www.lifesaving.bc.ca/shop/competition-equipment/canadian-training-
manikin  
 
Cost: $195 CAD ($206 NZD approx.) – training manikin (not approved for competition), + shipping, 
+ Customs clearance. 

 
 
 

Pool competition equipment available 
 
 
Link: http://www.lifesaving.org/shop.php?cat=7  
 

 

Bricks 

Eyeline 
John Vaughan & Co Ltd, 2 Lochy St, Penton, New Zealand 
Link: http://www.eyeline.com.au/shop/Product.aspx?pid=EYRDBB&cid=251  
 
Cost: $70.25 AUD ($75.80 NZD approx.) 

 

https://shop.dlrg.de/?cat=35&parent=33&do=showcat
https://shop.dlrg.de/?do=warenkorb&add=1931
https://shop.dlrg.de/?do=warenkorb&add=1931
http://www.lifesaving.bc.ca/shop/competition-equipment/competition-manikins
http://www.lifesaving.bc.ca/shop/competition-equipment/competition-manikins
http://www.lifesaving.bc.ca/shop/competition-equipment/canadian-training-manikin
http://www.lifesaving.bc.ca/shop/competition-equipment/canadian-training-manikin
http://www.lifesaving.org/shop.php?cat=7
http://www.eyeline.com.au/shop/Product.aspx?pid=EYRDBB&cid=251


 

National Event Surveys 2013-2014 Season 

Survey feedback from SLSNZ National Events are now available to view at Surf Life Saving New Zealand - 

National Event Review .  

 

Reports available are: 

 National Events Review Report 

 New Zealand Pool Championships – Team Managers and Officials Survey Feedback 

 New Zealand U14 Championships (Oceans 14) – Team Managers and Officials Survey Feedback 

 New Zealand Surf Life Saving Championships – Team Managers and Officials Survey Feedback 

 BP Surf Rescue Championships – Team Managers and Officials Survey Feedback 

 

National Sport Committee 

The NSC met on the 8
th
 April and meeting minutes are now available on our Website. 

 

Key Topics Covered: 

1. High Performance Update 

2. Pool Championships – proposed rule changes 

3. ILS Update 

4. Confirmation of the minutes 

5. Planning and prioritising work plan 

6. Ironman/ Ironwoman Exhibition Series 

7. SLSNZ Events Review 

8. Blue Sky Review 

9. 2014/15 Events Calendar 

10. NSC and NSC Advisory Group expiry dates 

 

 

Workshops on offer... 

 

Club Development Workshops  

The Sport BOP Sport Team aims to enhance the effectiveness and capability of local sport organisations through 

interactive club workshops.  

 

All workshops cost $10 per person. This covers the cost of the handouts and resources that attendees receive 

during the workshop. This can be paid by cash or cheque on the night.  

To make sure clubs get the most out of the workshops each session is limited to 20 people....so register quickly!  

 

Tauranga  

Date: Wednesday 14th May 2014 - 6pm – 8pm  

Venue: Sport Bay of Plenty, 406 Devonport Road, Tauranga  

 

To register:  Contact Kate Clark, Community Sport Advisor, katec@sportbop.co.nz or 07 578 0016 ext 828.  

http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/sport/events/national-event-review/
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/sport/events/national-event-review/
http://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/clubhouse/boardroom/national-sport-committee/


 

Coach Development Framework 

Athlete Development Workshop 

 

This workshop will provide coaches with knowledge and information as to how athletes develop across their 

playing lives, a coach’s knowledge of this area is critical if players are to develop to their full potential. The 

workshop looks at the correct training guidelines for the athletes age and development. It outlines a 

comprehensive set of guidelines that can be followed and adapted to suit each individual athletes needs.  

 

Venue: ASB Arena , 81 Truman Lane Tauranga  

Time: 6.15pm—8.00pm  

Date: Monday, 12th May 2014  

Cost: $10.00 (payable on the night) 

To Register Contact: tomm@sportbop.co.nz | (07) 578 0016 ext. 844 

Clubbies Stories- come on Coro, share your stories! 
Tairua/ Pauanui Lifeguard School 

 

Trust Waikato Tairua and Pauanui Surf Lifesaving Clubs held a Lifeguard School on the 26
th
 and 27

th
 April. They 

tackled some great challenges and undertook many awesome activities, including rock jumps. The night exercise 

was a hit and was held the Saturday in a cave. See below the team photos. 

 

Thanks Matty Kerr and Martine Smith for the photos and the running of the camp. I know this was very beneficial 

to all that attended. 

Facilitator:  

Jodi Tod-Elliott   

Northern Mystic,  

Waikato Bay of Plenty Magic,  

Silver Ferns  


