
 

 

National Sport Committee Minutes 

Date: 
 
10 September 2013; 8pm 

Venue: 
 
Teleconference 

In attendance: 
 
Matt Sutton (MS)  Chair; Appointed 
Kurt Wilson (KW) Eastern Representative 
Jonelle Quane (KQ) Appointed 
Brad O’Leary (BO) Central Representative 
Joel Davies (JD)  Southern Representative 
Walter Maxwell (WM) Appointed 
Johnny Clough (JC) Northern Representative 
Bradley Simpson (BS) Sport Manager, SLSNZ 
  

 

Apologies: 
 
Warwick Bell Board liaison 
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Agenda items 

1. Confirmation of the minutes 
Discussion  

 Minutes from 6 August 2013 confirmed as true and accurate by KW. 
 

Resolution 

 BS to ensure the minutes are uploaded on the website. 
 

2. Planning and prioritising work plan 
Background 
This document outlines the work to be completed by this group. It is a ‘living document’. 

 
Introduction 
Work plan was discussed, and aspect updated by respective members. 

 
Discussion  
The following subjects were discussed, and scope clarified: 

 The Event Manager for all nationally coordinated events have now been confirmed. The BP 
Surf Rescue NZ Champs may also be contract event managed.  

 All event budgets had been sent previously to members, and no suggestions made 
(excluding flat fee vs event fee; see later). 

 Surf Boat Series structure is near being finalised.  

 The Blue Sky review and Bid process have been delayed. 

 BS and JC have met and discussed the format of NSC sub-committees for Officials and 
Health and Safety.  

 Policies have not yet been reviewed by NSC members. 
 

Resolution 

 BS to send updated budget for IRB Nationals to group, once drafted. 

 BS and JC to draft Official and Health and Safety sub-committees, and forward to NSC for 
feedback. 

 Members to review previously assigned policies, and give results to BS before next 
meeting. 
 

 

3. SLSA Safety and Health and Safety 
Background 
KW is the NSC liaison to the SLSA PPE working group. 

 
Introduction 
SLSA recently made the following safety initiatives: 

 All surf boat rowers and sweeps must wear helmets - effective 1 January 2014. 

 All surf lifesavers operating inflatable rescue boats both on patrol and in competition must 
wear lifejackets - effective 1 October 2014. 



 

 

 All competitors at the Australian Surf Life Saving Championships must hold the SLSA 
Bronze Medallion with Certificate II in Public Safety (Aquatic Rescue) - effective 2015. 
safety announcement 
 

Discussion  

 BS and KW updated the group on the recent meeting with Nathan Hight: 

 Nathan Hight has taken over the lead of the PPE project for SLSA, and will update KW 
fortnightly with on the developments of this. 

 SLSA are currently planning extensive testing of PPE equipment in October; the weekend 
of NZ Pool Champs. SLSA will formalise a position based on the results.  

 Ross Merrett is currently designing ‘Event Safety Officer’ (ESO) training – to be rolled out 
from this season. 

 The draft safety manual and relevant policy will be submitted to the wider membership for 
feedback. 
 

Resolution 

 KW to take part in fortnightly call with Nathan Hight regarding PPE project up until 
Christmas 2013.  

 BS to release draft manual and policies to membership for feedback. 

 BS to speak to Andy Kent to see if he can attend the SLSA testing as our liaison and report 
back to us. 
 

 

4. Flat fee for Nationals  
Background 
A ‘flat fee’ is being considered for the 2014 SLS Championships. Feedback from various groups 
has been sought. Members have been sent what the proposed changes would mean for various 
clubs and were to seek feedback from LSC on the proposed change.  

 
Introduction 
A flat fee would come with considerable benefits (administration, funding, planning), and costs 
(some clubs total cost would increase, and it appears to disadvantage ‘beachies’, ‘canoes’, and 
‘boaties’).  

 
Discussion  

 Some clubs would benefit significantly; others would be disadvantaged. 

 Administration is considerably easier with a flat fee. 

 Those disadvantaged tend to be smaller clubs, and those are boat or canoe dominant. 

 Two options considered are: apx 20% increase, or flat fee of $85 (which would increase 
total income by apx 20%).  

 LSC supportive of flat fee: Bay of Plenty, Gisborne, Capital Coast, and Northern. Against 
flat fee or supportive of alternative model: Hawkes Bay, and Taranaki. Non-conclusive or 
not sought: Otago, and Canterbury, SBAC. 

 NSC vote taken in support of: 
- Flat fee (apx $85): KW, JQ, WM, JC, JD, 
- Increase on 2012 prices (apx 20%): MS, BO 
 



 

 

Resolution 

 Given the lack of consensus, BS to speak to CEO regarding these results, to make an 
operational decision for this season.  
 

 

5. HP Update  
Background 
The HP Team competes in a biennial World Championships (‘Rescue’). The next World 
Championships are in France in September 2014.  

 
Introduction 
The teams leave for the International Surf Rescue Challenge in six days. 

 
Discussion  

 The International Surf Rescue Challenge in Japan on 19, 21, 22 September. The event is 
taking place approximately 1 hour east of Tokyo.  

 There had been some concern regarding radiation from the Nuclear plant damaged in the 
2011 earthquake - approximately 250km away. We have sought advice, and currently have 
no reliable evidence that there is a risk to our team.  

 Who makes decision on whether the team would attend International competitions, if there 
were safety concerns? The response to this question from BS was that if he had any 
concerns he would speak to the CEO, and if he had concerns he would speak to the Board. 
In the case of the radiation, BS has spoken to the CEO about the concerns and evidence. 
BS would welcome input and/or advice from the NSC on these issues.  

6. International Performance of the Year award 
Background 
This group currently judges three National Awards: 

 DHL Official of the Year 

 DHL Surf Coach of the Year 

 International Sports Performance of the Year 
 
Introduction 
The question has been raised as to whether the National Coach is a more appropriate person to 
judge the International Performance of the Year award. 

 
Discussion  

 The National Coach may be better placed to make this decision. However, what if the 
performance was not representing NZ – such as at Aussie Pool Nationals.  

 What constitutes an International performance? Is it simply competing overseas? Or should 
it be only when representing New Zealand?  

 The information that comes from various LSC also makes it difficult, as some use different 
criteria.  

 

Resolution 

 Members are to seek the view of their various LSC and other stakeholders, and report back 
at the next meeting.  
 

 



 

 

7. General Business 
 
Discussion  

 Next meeting is a face-to-face at NZ Pool Champs: Currently scheduled for 8.00pm on the 
Friday, but this will have to be later due to the event finishing time. WM, JD, BO will not be 
attending, and so we can phone them in via conference call.  

 Regarding the 30-day rule, have we ensured if an Australian wins the race, the next person 
gets the gold medal?  

 When are the terms of the appointed members up? 
 

Resolution 

 BS to arrange conference call facilities for those not attending face-to-face, and pass these 
details on.  

 BS to draft process for non-citizens and medals at Nationals in light of the 30-day rule 
change.   

 BS to work through terms of appointed members. 
 

 

Meeting Close 
9.36pm 

Next Meeting 
Face-to-face (NZ Pool Champs): 11 October 2013, time to-be-confirmed; apx 8.30pm. 

 
Meeting endorsed as a true and accurate record: 
 
 
 
 
    / /  
Chair   Date 
 


