
 

 

National Sport Committee Minutes 

Date: 
 
11 October 2013; 8.30pm 

Venue: 
 
Face-to-face and teleconference 

In attendance: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Matt Sutton (MS)  Chair; Appointed 
Kurt Wilson (KW) Eastern Representative 
Jonelle Quane (KQ) Appointed 
Johnny Clough (JC) Northern Representative 
Bradley Simpson (BS) Sport Manager, SLSNZ 
Warwick Bell (WB) Board liaison 
Mike Lord (ML) Eastern Region RPSM, 

Guest 
 

Teleconference: 
 
Walter Maxwell (WM) Appointed 
Joel Davies (JD)  Southern Representative 
Brad O’Leary (BO) Central Representative 
  

 

Apologies: 
 
nil  
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Agenda items 

1. Confirmation of the minutes 
Discussion  

 Minutes from 10 September 2013 confirmed as true and accurate by JQ and KW. 
 

Resolution 

 BS to forward undisclosed minutes to be uploaded to SLSNZ website 
 

2. Planning and prioritising work plan 
Background 
This document outlines the work to be completed by this group. It is a ‘living document’. 

 
Introduction 
Work plan was discussed, and aspect updated by respective members. 

 
Discussion  
The following subjects were discussed, and scope clarified: 

 No members offered any feedback on the proposed BP Surf Rescue NZ Championships 
budget. 

 A flat fee for Nationals has been communicated to members. 

 Entries to the NZ Surf Boat Series have now opened. Each club/area will event manage 
these events, and SLSNZ will oversee the ‘series’. 

 KW will now support MS in working to develop a concept of an Ironman/Ironwomen series 
to be run at Oceans 14. 

 Bid documents for 2014/15 are now open. They close 14 November 2013. 

 SLSNZ Staff are currently considering a suitable contractor to complete the ‘Blue Sky 
Review’ this season. 

 The new NSC Terms of Reference has been circulated to the group, and there were no 
additional suggestions. The main differences were in the term (now starting 1 May), the 
staggered approach to terms expiring, and in explicitly outlining the SLSNZ Board member 
liaison to the NSC. Work still needs to be done refining the meeting and work schedule. 

 JC is currently reviewing a document sent by BS regarding the high-level structure of the 
NSC sub-committees in the area of officials. 

 BO has returned policies review; all other members have committed to reviewing policies 
by 12 November. 

 The draft health and safety standard operating procedure manual has been opened to 
SLSNZ members for feedback. Feedback is due back 1 November.  

 The testing of safety equipment by SLSA is taking place this weekend in Australia. Andy 
Kent has offered to attend on behalf of this group, and provide feedback on it.  

 The criteria for the ‘International Performance of the Year’ award should be developed, and 
this should filter down to the regions. Eastern Region already has criteria that may be 
useful in developing this.  

 The expiry dates of members on this group will now change, given the new TOR.  
 



 

 

Resolution 

 JD to confirm Surf Boat Advisory Committee has reviewed the information regarding the flat 
fee for Nationals.  

 KW and MS to work and the Ironman / Ironwomen series. 

 BS to propose a new meeting and work schedule to attach to the NSC ToR, and distribute 
this to the group for review. 

 JC to provide feedback to BS on high-level structure of officials sub-groups of the NSC. 

 Members (all but WM) to review policies distributed, and reply to BS by 12 November. 

 BS to forward Andy Kent’s observations of SLSA Safety testing to this group 

 ML to send Eastern Region’s criteria for international Performance of the Year to the group 
for consideration. This group will discuss this further at the next meeting 

 BS to work through the expiry dates of the NSC, given the new TOR.  
 

 

3. Run-Swim-Run age groups 
Background 
This event has been recently re-introduced to the SLS Champs programme. 

 
Introduction 
This run-swim-run has historically involved only Open and U19 age groups.  

 
Discussion  

 Should we include U16 age group also?  

 Northern and Eastern already include U16.  

 All agreed we should include U16 also. 
 

Resolution 

 BS to communicate to our Event Referee that the run-swim-run will comprise of Open, U19, 
and U16 age groups.  
 

 

4. Safety Vests technical specification 2014/15 and beyond 
Background 
The document titled ‘safety vest technical specifications’ had been distributed to the NSC. 

 
Introduction 
Currently SLSNZ has design guidelines for vest branding, and does not have technical 
specifications outlining the material, colour, or space available for club colours and sponsors.  

 
Discussion  

 The NLC should be aligned, and formally notified of how sport is progressing in this area. 

 NSC members should get feedback from all regional stakeholders on the necessary 
technical specifications of vests. This should focus on the safety aspect, as this is our 
primary responsibility, and the purpose of the vests.  
 



 

 

Resolution 

 BS to formally discuss vest sport developments with Brent Harvey (the new Lifesaving 
Services and Education Manager). 

 All Regional reps to liaise with their LSC and interested clubs regarding the technical 
specifications of vests. The document ‘Safety Vest Technical Specifications’ should be 
used for collating feedback.  

 JD and BO to liaise with Boats and IRB committees respectively. 
 

5. Draft NZ SLS Champs program 
Background 
Alistair Thorpe (the Event Referee) has supplied a draft program for this event. 

 
Introduction 
The event is planned over three days (7-9 March 2014) in Whakatane (Ohope). It currently 
involves three water, one boat arena, one canoe, and one beach arena.  

 
Discussion  

 Based on the reviewed proposed program, would a male, female, and overflow arena set-
up work better? 

 All beach competitions completed on one day may be too tough on the athletes, but the 
flexibility to do this if required may offer more options to event planners, especially in case 
of bad weather.  
 

Resolution 

 MS to discuss feedback to Alistair Thorpe and Debbie Hutchings  and forward outcome to 
NSC. 

 

6. HP update 
Background 
The HP Team competes in a biennial World Championships (‘Rescue’). The next World 
Championships are in France in September 2014.  

 
Introduction 
Planning is now underway for the German Cup. 

 
Discussion  

 The team finished second at the ISRC 13. This was disappointing, however many positive 
individual performances came out of the event. 

 The U20 also finished second. They performed well, given the age of many of these 
athletes relative to their competition. 

 Planning is now underway for the German Cup in late November. A small team and one 
coach will attend this event.  

 Both teams are currently completing a report, and an independent review of the athletes is 
also taking place.  

7. ILS rule change 
Background 



 

 

A ‘rule change notice’ and recommendation from our ILS representative, Mark Weatherall, had 
been forwarded to the NSC members. Mark recommended that as soon as the 2013 Pool Champs 
are completed, the rules are introduced at all NZ based events.  
 
Introduction 
The new rule involves the mouth and nose of the manikin being carried above the water during 
Pool based competitions.  

 
Discussion  

 It would make more sense for SLSNZ to be aligned to the ILS rule book, rather than have 
our own rule book. 

 We should not adopt Mark’s suggestion. We should work to ‘go further’ and drop our 
current rulebook, adopt the ILS rulebook completely, and develop a new rulebook for 
events or elements not covered in the ILS rule book.   

 Athletes are currently competing in events at Rescue that they do not complete at our 
National Championships. This is a further reason to align with the ILS.  

 

Resolution 

 KW and JC will form a working group to lead this work.  

 ML will work with KW and JC on this.  

 BS to invite Mark Weatherall and Brian Velvin to take part in this working group also, if they 
are interested and available.  
 

 

8. General Business 
Discussion  
A. Surf Boat Selection policy:  

 JD is liaising with the SBAC to select the selectors for the Trans-Tasman Boat Series, and 
establish their criteria. They have nominated three people for this purpose (to be endorsed 
by the NSC): Craig Dillon, Red Beach SLSC, Geoff Hogan, Whangamata SLSC and Shane 
Radovanovich, Paekakariki SLSC.  

 These members are endorsed. 

 Has the ‘Trans-Tasman Boat Series’ been sanctioned by SLSNZ? 

 What is the process for selecting these selectors, and why does it differ to the other 
International Teams?  

B. NZ Pool Champs Date 2014 and beyond 

 Late August would make a better date for the Pool Nationals, as this would allow better 
alignment with other events (namely regional and international competitions). 

C. Does the clash of Queensland State Champs affect our HP?  

 Yes it does. Unfortunately this date was set after our event dates were confirmed. 
 

Resolution 

 JD to inform SBAC of endorsement of these selectors  

 BS to research the history of the event being ‘sanctioned’ or ‘ratified’ by SLSNZ.  

 BS to inform Paul Dalton of process of selecting selectors for Trans-Tasman series 

 BS to review dates for pool bookings on last weekend in August 2014. 
 

 



 

 

Meeting Close 
10.13pm 

Next Meeting 
19 November, 8pm; Teleconference. 

 
Meeting endorsed as a true and accurate record: 
 
 
 
 
    / /  
Chair   Date 
 


