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Best Surf Life Saving Photo 

Best Surf Life Saving Photo was awarded to Craig Baxter, Otago Daily Times. Craig’s photo captured a 

Dunedin Surf Lifeguard diving head first off a rock into a sea of kelp. The judges thought Craig’s shot “filled 

the viewers imagination with thoughts of the aftermath of an impossible looking leap.”

Best Surf Life Saving Story in Print 

It was a skilful piece of reporting, and Leanne Warr was a 

deserving winner of the Best Surf Life Saving Story in Print for 

2008. Leanne Warr’s stark account of tragedy and heroism won her 

the nod over Hawkes Bay Today’s Anendra Singh. Her introduction 

reads: `A lone toolbox sits unopened on a bench at Miller Sampson 

in Eden Terrace.’ She then explains how its owner won’t ever return 

after being washed off rocks at Bethells Beach, while a young surf 

lifesaver showed incredible fortitude to retrieve the man’s body and 

give the grieving family some peace. She handled this tough topic 

sensitively, yet leaves the reader in no doubt how frustrating it is for 

lifeguards to have to mop up another wasted life.
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The next Century 
will	continue	to	see	us	responding		to	change	as	we	have	this	year.		

Tomorrow	it	will	still	be	about	preventing	drowning	and	injury	and	

it	will	still	be	about	people.		But	change	is	unavoidable	and		

we	must	evolve	to	remain	relevant.				



Nathan was out surfing on his knee 
board in rough two metre surf when 
a member of the public began waving 
from the beach to get his attention to 
assist a group of swimmers further 
down the beach who were caught in 
a rip.

Nathan paddled out to a group of three girls and 
informed them he was a lifeguard and was here 
to help. He then proceeded to assist them back to 
the beach. Once back at shore they informed him 
that there were more girls further out in the rip.

Nathan quickly returned to the water and 
headed through the rip and spotted one more 
female who was in severe difficulty. The girl was 
exhausted, spluttering and beginning to loose 
consciousness. Nathan got of his knee board to 
assess her and put her on the board so he could 
return to shore. By the time Nathan got back to 
shore with this patient there was a police officer 
to assist him.

On arrival back at the beach he was informed 
that there was still another girl and she hadn’t 
been seen for more than ten minutes.  Nathan 
went out for the third time to search for the  
last swimmer.

He proceeded further out beyond the waves 
where there was a lot of white water and 
continued to search for five minutes. He sighted 
the swimmer who was semi submerged ten 

metres away.  As he approached the swimmer 
she disappeared totally under the water.  The 
white water of the waves made it difficult to see 
her, and on the third wave she reappeared two 
metres away. Nathan paddled over to her and 
grabbed her arm, he got off his board and pulled 
her close while he turned his board sideways and 
supported her with his arms and the board. 

He assessed her quickly and found her to be 
unconscious and limp. Nathan repositioned her 
firmly on the board and headed back to shore.

On arrival back at the shore she began to regain 
consciousness and started mumbling and 
spluttering. Nathan assessed the patient and left 
her with the police officer who had called for an 
ambulance. 

He ran up to the club and got oxygen and alerted 
other club members to the incident.  He took 
the quad bike and oxygen down to the patients 
and was joined by Liam O’Toole. The patients 
were transported to the club where they were 
monitored until the Ambulance arrived.

2008 BP	
Surf 
Rescue
of the
Year 
––––––

Nathan Smith 
and Liam O’Toole  
Papamoa  
Surf Life Saving 
Club
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At the 2007 Northern Region Awards 
of Excellence for Surf Life Saving, 
Debbie made a vow to herself:

“To give Raglan a boost and to ensure 
that we are at the top, competing 
equally with the bigger Clubs in the 
Auckland area”

One year later, we awarded Debbie 
the NZLGB Lifeguard of the Year.

An invaluable member of the Raglan Surf Life 
Saving Club, Debbie Phillips-Morgan played an 
integral role in ensuring the successful and safe 
operation of Lifeguarding services at one of New 
Zealand’s busiest and most dangerous beaches.

As the Club Captain at Trust Waikato Raglan Surf 
Life Saving Club, Debbie has proved an effective 
operational manager, ensuring objectives were 
met and high standards maintained. With a 
team of only 22 Lifeguards, a heavy workload 
was placed on Debbie and the small team 
of Senior Lifeguards at the Club. With such a 
small team, consistent quality communication 
and administration were required to ensure 
operational standards were met each weekend.

As an active Lifeguard, in the 2007/08 season 
Debbie completed over 162 hours of patrol at 
Raglan Beach. This equates to being on patrol 
for a full day every weekend for the entire patrol 
season. She also found time to train and qualify 
nine new Surf Lifeguards, institute Club-based 
pool swimming training and gain her SLGA 
Instructors Certificate.

An outstanding ambassador for her Club, Debbie 
has also been active within the wider Surf Life 
Saving environment, attending all ten District 
Club Captain forums throughout the year and 
administering the District support plan for Raglan 
Club. This proved highly successful not only 
for the patrolling needs of the Club, but also in 
enhancing the development of junior Lifeguards.

Debbie’s inspiration? “The people who are 
involved with Surf Life Saving are awesome…. 
To be able to put yourself on the line each time 
you go out into the water even though you don’t 
know a single person who you may be rescuing 
always gets the adrenaline run on a high. The 
support, encouragement and the ability to be a 
Whanau is what keeps Raglan close to my heart.

In all areas, Debbie has bought a level of 
commitment and professionalism that has 
had a major positive influence on other Raglan 
members and on how they present themselves 
to the public. 

Under Debbie’s direction, Raglan achieved 
second place in the 2007/08 SLSNR Best Patrolled 
Beach Competition.

2008 NZLGB	
Surf Lifeguard of the Year 
––––––

Debbie Phillips-Morgan 
Trust Waikato Raglan Surf Life Saving Club
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Life MeMberships
Denis Cooksley
Alan Thompson

DistinguisheD  
service AwArDs
Brian Wilson
Grant Morrison 
David Price 

service AwArDs
Martin Robinson 
Lee Yates 
Sheryl McLay
Graham Goldsworthy 
Boyd Harris
John Williams
Paddy Walsh
Paul Carlyon 
Julie Laurenson 
Edwin Richards 
Jonathon Webber 
Allan Seager 
Allan Franich 
Mark McCarthny
Wayne Franich
Larry Rountree 
Michelle Newton 

Deborah Handford 
Fred Toone
Kelvin Williams

fifty yeAr  
service bADge
John Thomas 
Brian Sullivan 
Arnold Jones 
Dene Watson 
Fred Burton 
Hopene Mason 
Jim Leckie 
Jim Wakelin 
John Watt 
Paul Griffin
Rowan Leck 
Wayne Vorrath 
Jeff Oswald 
Martin Langdon 
Paul Bannan 
John McKerras 
Lou Foss 
Ross Malyon QSM 
Wally Annette 
Colin Blakely 
David Norman 
Noel Kay 

Pat Norman 
Phil Davies 
Ron Stack 
Tony Griffin 
Barry Timbers 
Dave Franklin 
David Poppelwell 
Gordon Baker 
Mervyn Restall 
Rodger Curtice 
Gordon Barker 

Honours	
& 
Awards 
––––––
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2008 DhL  
voLunteer of the yeAr

Neale Ames 
Otaki Surf Life Saving Club

2008 DhL  
officiAL of the yeAr

Brian Velvin  
Fitzroy Surf Life Saving Club

2008 DhL  
coAch of the yeAr

Walter Maxwell  
Lyall Bay Surf Life Saving Club

2008 DhL 
instructor of the yeAr

Allan Mundy 
Omanu Surf Life Saving Club

2008 DhL  
internAtionAL 
perforMAnce 
of the yeAr

Steven Kent, Glenn Anderson,  
Callum Joll & Michael Buck

LonDon trophy

Oreti Surf Life Saving Club

The London Trophy is awarded to the 
club which gains the most  
Surf Lifeguard and Instructor Awards 
per number of members.

guDseLL trophy

St Clair Surf Life Saving Club

The Gudsell Trophy is awarded to the 
Club who gains the most Surf Lifeguard 
Awards in a year.

2008 - 2009 Recipients




